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Buckets and Products and Gloves, Oh My!
Considerations for Infection Preventionists to Improve 
Environmental Services Policies, Procedures, and Practices 
By: Molly Nace, MPH, CIC

As an Infection Preventionist, you collaborate with other departments frequently to ensure 
safe delivery of patient care. In fact, your EVS department plays a large and very important 
role in preventing healthcare-associated infections. It can be challenging to keep up with 
another department’s policies, procedures, and practices given your many responsibilities.

Read more on Page 2

Annual Update 
                      on Endemic Mycoses                                                  
                      in Pennsylvania
                               By: Bobbie Rae Erickson, MPH, BSN, RN, CIC

In March 2024, CDC published Surveillance for Coccidioidomycosis, Histoplasmosis, and 
Blastomycosis During the COVID-19 Pandemic — United States, 2019–2021. The report 
highlighted year-to-year fluctuations in case numbers for all three diseases and noted 
atypical seasonality in 2020. Blastomycosis had an unusually high case fatality rate of 17% 
in 2021, up from the typical 8-10%. In Pennsylvania, cases of coccidioidomycosis and 
blastomycosis cannot be reliably compared to national trends since coccidioidomycosis is 
not endemic and blastomycosis is not reportable. 

Read more on Page 4 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7311a2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7311a2.htm
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Buckets and Products and Gloves, Oh My! 
Considerations for Infection Preventionists to Improve Environmental Services Policies, 
Procedures, and Practices (continued)

In this article, we review key cleaning and disinfection concepts to help guide 
collaborations with your EVS department. The concepts reviewed here, though not an 
exhaustive checklist, are based on themes noted by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health’s outbreak response and prevention staff during onsite infection prevention 
and control assessments. Let's start with your EVS carts!

Beyond the Buckets:                                            
Evaluating Your EVS Carts

Take a look at your EVS carts. Observing 
multiple carts is helpful since staff may have 
differing set-ups. Note overall cleanliness, supply 
storage methods, and the condition of product 
buckets. (CDC, March 2024)

   Tips for maintaining tidy carts:

 Ensure that buckets are clean                                  
and free of damage 

 Label buckets with product name                         
and expiration date 

 For cotton ring mops, use a two or                               
three-bucket system that separates cleaning 
solutions from rinse water 

 Store toilet brushes away from clean supplies         
and near the bottom of the cart 

 Clean and disinfect carts after each shift or daily

Gloves Galore:                                   
Evaluating Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) Use

PPE is an important tool to keep both patients 
and staff safe. For EVS staff, not only does it 
prevent the transmission of infections, but it also 
protects their eyes, mouth, nose, and skin from 
chemical irritants. (CDC, March 2024)

   Tips for the appropriate use of PPE:

 Consult product instructions for use to           
determine what PPE is indicated when diluting, 
mixing, or dispensing products

 Ensure gloves are changed often, especially           
when moving room-to-room and when                
transitioning from a dirty to clean task

Pick your Products:           
Evaluating your Cleaners and 
Disinfectants

Now turn your attention to your facility’s 
cleaners and disinfectants. You may 
have been involved in the selection of 
these products during the purchasing 
process, but it’s always good to review 
what’s circulating. Check EVS carts and 
storage closets to identify all available 
products. (CDC, March 2024) 

Tips for the appropriate use of PPE:

 Use disinfectants approved by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
Approved products have an EPA 
registration number listed on the 
packaging (e.g., 1234-12 or              
1234-12-123) (EPA, 2025)

 Use disinfectants with activity against 
the pathogens circulating or suspected 
to be circulating in your facility

 Close product lids and bottles                       
to prevent evaporation

 Calibrate automatic product           
dispensing systems routinely           
according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions for use 

 Routinely review expiration dates of 
circulating products and discard if 
expired 

 Clearly label disinfectants with contact 
times to ensure adequate disinfection. 
Verify that all staff understand how to 
meet the required contact time
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Buckets and Products and Gloves, Oh My! 
Considerations for Infection Preventionists to improve Environmental Services Policies, 
Procedures, and Practices (continued)

More Key Tips

Regularly reviewing your cleaning and 
disinfection policies and procedures is        
vital to ensure adherence to best 
practices.

Here are some tips when reviewing:

 Define which staff are responsible          
for cleaning and disinfecting re-usable 
medical equipment and electronic          
devices (e.g., blood pressure 
machines, lifts and scales, shower 
rooms) (CDC, March 2024)

 Maintain a written procedure that 
establishes a standardized order for 
cleaning in a patient room, promoting 
movement from high to low and 
cleanest to dirtiest areas (Figure 1) 
(CDC, March 2024)

 Make product instructions for use 
available to all staff for reference (e.g., 
paper copies or linked in policies and 
procedures)  (CDC, 2023)

     
     

These tips are not an exhaustive list 
for the evaluation of your EVS 
program. 

They simply provide a starting point and 
reminders for your assessment based on 
common gaps in infection prevention best 
practices observed across Pennsylvania 
health care facilities. For a more 
extensive evaluation of your EVS 
program, consult the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s Infection Control 
Assessment and Response (ICAR) tool. 

Additionally, the Multidrug-resistant 
Organism (MDRO) Prevention Team within 
the Division of Healthcare Associated 
Infection Prevention (HAIP) at the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
(PADOH) would be happy to collaborate 
with you to complete a free and non-
regulatory onsite infection prevention 
assessment, and to provide in-person or 
virtual education for frontline EVS staff.                 

To request more information,                       
email RA-DHHAI@pa.gov. 

Figure 1. Zone-
Based Cleaning and 
Disinfection Strategy

Image Source:                     
CDC, Environmental              
Cleaning Procedures,                         
2024

https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/php/toolkit/icar.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/hai/prevent/infection-control-assessment-tools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/php/toolkit/icar.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/hai/prevent/infection-control-assessment-tools.html
mailto:RA-DHHAI@pa.gov
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Annual Update on Endemic Mycoses in Pennsylvania 
(continued)

Histoplasmosis is reportable in Pennsylvania. The national data 
shows a 10% decline in cases from 2019 to 2020 and a 44% 
increase in cases from 2020 to 2021. Pennsylvania data shows a 
similar pattern with a 6% decrease in cases from 2019 to 2020 and 
a 40% increase in cases from 2020 to 2021.

Yearly fluctuations in Pennsylvania cases were observed and varied 
between a decrease of 48% to an increase of 75% between 2010 
and 2018 (11 to 25 cases per year). There has been a sustained 
increase in annual histoplasmosis cases since 2022 (see Figure 2). 
Additional investigation would be needed to determine why this 
increase is occurring. 

A few more points about mycotic diseases in Pennsylvania:
• There were 13, 20, and 21 reported cases of cryptococcal 

meningitis in 2022, 2023, and 2024, respectively. 
• During 2018–2024, less than 5 cases of coccidioidomycosis 

were reported per year in Pennsylvania. 
• In October 2024, a notice was sent to laboratories requesting 

Aspergillus fumigatus isolates for additional azole-resistance 
testing. One Pennsylvania Aspergillus fumigatus isolate was 
submitted to the Maryland Public Health Laboratory for              
further testing. 

Common            
endemic 
mycoses:

Histoplasmosis 
(Histoplasma)

Aspergillosis 
(Aspergillus)

Cryptococcosis 
(Cryptococcus 
neoformans, 

Cryptococcus gattii)

Coccidioidomycosis 
(Valley fever, 
Coccidioides)

Blastomycosis 
(Blastomyces)

**2024 case counts are not finalized and are subject to change

Figure 2: Annual Histoplasmosis Case Counts in Pennsylvania (2017–2024**), 
Excluding Philadelphia County
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SHEA Update
The Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA), in 
collaboration with eight partner organizations, has released new 
comprehensive guidance to help health care facilities prevent the 
transmission of infections through improved practices in 
sterilization and high-level disinfection (HLD) of reusable medical 
devices. Find more information in this Infection Control and 
Hospital Epidemiology article.

Training Opportunities
The MDRO Prevention Team within HAIP at the PA DOH has a new 
interactive training, Communication Journey: Multidrug-resistant 
Organisms, located on TRAIN PA. This training educates 
participants on best practices for communicating information on 
MDROs within and between health care settings. This training is 
best suited for frontline health care personnel and emergency 
medical service providers and takes approximately 30 minutes to 
complete.

Additional MDRO prevention resources and trainings can be found 
under the Prevention Program section of the HAIP website.

2025 
National Health 

Observances

July 28
World Hepatitis 

Day

Month of 
August
National 

Immunization 
Awareness Month

Month of 
September

Sepsis Awareness 
Month

Fungal disease awareness among 
the public and health care providers 
can:

• Encourage patients and providers to 
discuss and consider fungal diseases 
and testing.

• Drive a unified global One Health 
action to help stop the threat of fungal 
diseases.

• Inspire more research in prevention, 
diagnostics, and treatment.

Each year CDC and partners around the world 
spread the word about the growing impact of 
fungal diseases. 

Bureau of Epidemiology
Division of Healthcare Associated Infection Prevention
Contact Us: RA-DHHAI@pa.gov Phone: 717-787-3350

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/multisociety-guidance-for-sterilization-and-highlevel-disinfection/CF829F279CADE2BF9AC2655EEB742DF8#article
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/multisociety-guidance-for-sterilization-and-highlevel-disinfection/CF829F279CADE2BF9AC2655EEB742DF8#article
https://www.train.org/pa/course/1126939/details
https://www.train.org/pa/course/1126939/details
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/healthcare-and-public-health-professionals/haip/healthcare-professionals.html#mdro
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-awareness/about/world-hepatitis-day.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-awareness/about/world-hepatitis-day.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/national-immunization-awareness-month/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/national-immunization-awareness-month/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/national-immunization-awareness-month/index.html
https://www.sepsis.org/get-involved/sepsis-awareness-month/
https://www.sepsis.org/get-involved/sepsis-awareness-month/
mailto:RA-DHHAI@pa.gov
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Quarterly 

Data 
Update   

Antimicrobial Resistant Organisms 
Reported in Pennsylvania

Quarter 1
1/01/2025 – 3/31/2025

Carbapenemase CRE CRAB CRPA No Organism* Total by 
Mechanism

KPC 21 0 0 0 21

NDM 12 0 0 0 12

IMP 0 0 0 0 0

OXA-like 0 8 0 0 8

VIM 0 0 0 0 0

Carbapenemase 
detected by phenotype, 
no genotype detected

1 0 0 0 1

Total by Organism 31† 8 0 0 39

Clinical Colonized Total

Candida auris 13 45 58

Abbreviations: CRE=carbapenem-resistant Enterobacterales; CRAB=carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter 
baumannii; CRPA=carbapenem-resistant Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Learn more about carbapenemases 
and CRE at CRE Technical Information | CRE | HAI | CDC

*Data include all counties in PA except for Philadelphia. The counts were captured through voluntary 
reporting by health care facilities and laboratories, including the PA Bureau of Laboratories. To view 
Philadelphia’s surveillance data, please visit their Philadelphia HAI data website.

†Four organisms had two carbapenemase genes
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