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Using the right method is key to

Department of Health

you and your patients healthy.

Test Your Reprocessing Knowledge

Match the instrument or piece of equipment on the left to the
removing contamination, keeping  type of cleaning or disinfection by marking the letter A, B, C or D
in the box.
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Metal
Dental Tools:

Low-Level
Disinfection
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Stethoscope:

High-Level
Disinfection

Sterilization
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Some providers may opt to use plastic
disposable specula. Disposable specula should

Answer D: Metal specula
should be cleaned and
sterilized after every use.

Test Your Reprocessing Knowledge Answer Page

Qot be reprocessed. /

Answer D: After placing the \
scalpel blade in the sharps container
closest to the point of use, the metal
surgical scalpel handle requires
cleaning and sterilization.

Placing the blade in the sharps container helps
protect you and other healthcare workers from a

Answer B: Pulse oximeters \
require low-level disinfection
after each use.

This equipment touches patients’ hands which
may be contaminated.

Low-level disinfection removes most bacteria

Qotential sharps injury. /
@ Answer C: High-level \

disinfection is required after

-~ each use of an endocavity
ultrasound transducer.
Ultrasound transducers that contact blood,

non-intact skin, or mucous membranes require a
minimum of high-level disinfection after use.

and viruses on potentially contaminated
vurfaces through the use of disinfectants.

Answer D: Sterilization is \
required for metal dental tools
after each use.

Sterile instruments that have been opened for a
procedure must be cleaned and re-sterilized,

Qollow manufacturer's instructions for use.

.. Answer A:

%
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| Plastic syringes are

not reusable. They should be disposed of in the
sharps container, or according to facility policy,
and cannot be reprocessed.

If this symbol is on equipment, it is

\status was compromised.

(s

even if they were not used because the sterile

Answer C: A minimum of
high-level disinfection
is required for endoscopes
in between use.

Endoscopes are complex pieces of medical
equipment. Follow manufacturer’s instructions

single use and cannot be reprocessed

For more information on cleaning,
disinfection and sterilization healthcare
guidelines scan the code or visit:
www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/
disinfection-steriliation/healthcare-
equipment.html.

\for use.
:

/

Answer B: Stethoscopes \
require a minimum of
low-level disinfection
between use.

Patients on any type of transmission-based
precautions should have their own dedicated

Qtethoscope.

These guidelines are for instruments used by
healthcare personnel in healthcare settings such
as hospitals, outpatient clinics, and home care.
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