
Prevention in Practice: Non-Critical Equipment 
Cleaning and Storage in Health Care Settings

PURPOSE
Cleaning and disinfecting non-critical equipment (only contacts intact skin) and shared patient care items 
(e.g., blood pressure cuffs, thermometers, glucometers, medication pumps) decreases the spread of 
microorganisms by removing particles and potential contaminants that could otherwise be transferred to 
patients or health care personnel (HCP). Cleaning and disinfection processes vary depending upon 
numerous factors including what the equipment is used for, the level of contamination, transmission-
based precautions in place, etc. Health care facilities should have equipment cleaning and disinfection 
plans that include:

Follow equipment manufacturer’s 
instructions for use (IFU) as well as 
cleaning and disinfecting products’ 

IFUs. Remember to wear appropriate 
personal protective equipment  when 

cleaning and disinfecting. Pay attention to product 
contact time as it may vary 
based on microorganisms 

present.

All disinfectants need to be 
hospital-grade Environmental 
Protection Agency-registered.

Health care facilities should consider the 
following storage recommendations:

• Have a dedicated storage area
• Keep equipment in well ventilated areas free 

from contamination, moisture, dust, 
temperature extremes and humidity

• Follow building code and manufacturers’ IFUs
• Have a process to identify clean equipment.

Regularly educate HCP on frequency 
of cleaning, products used, and 

cleaning and disinfecting 
procedures. 

Develop a process for auditing 
HCP and providing feedback on 

cleaning and disinfecting practices 
as well as for identifying updates 

or changes in IFUs

THINGS TO CONSIDER
The Spaulding Classification (i.e., non-critical, semi-critical, critical) is used in determining what level of 
cleaning and disinfection is necessary for equipment. Critical and semi-critical equipment requires 
specialized reprocessing that is not discussed in this document. Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting 
processes on non-critical items may be necessary depending on certain situations such as an outbreak. In 
those situations, an environmental cleaning risk assessment should be completed. 

More information can be found in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s environmental 
infection control guidelines.

For further question please contact the Pennsylvania Department of Health at RA-DHHAI@pa.gov.  
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