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Prevention in Practice:

Infection Preventionist

What is an Infection Preventionist (IP)?

¢ A professional who ensures health care personnel and health care facilities follow current
evidence-based infection prevention and control (IPC) practices to prevent infections.

e Can come from a variety of backgrounds such as, but not limited to, nursing, epidemiology,
microbiology, laboratory science, medicine, or public health.

¢ Qualified through education, training, and certification requirements detailed in federal
regulations for IPs, listed below for each facility type.

o Hospitals: “An individual (or individuals), who is qualified through education, training,
experience, or certification in infection prevention and control.”

o Long Term Care: “The IP must be qualified by education, training, experience or
certification™ and “have completed specialized training in infection prevention and control."

o Ambulatory Surgery Centers: “A qualified professional who has training in infection

control.”

e Has authority to develop, implement, monitor, and enforce the infection prevention and

control program.

What an IP does:

Engage in facility wide
communication by sharing data
and feedback, participating in
emergency preparedness and quality
improvement initiatives, and
discussing issues directly with facility
leadership

Provide IPC training to health care
personnel, patients, residents, and
visitors

IPC Program Management

» Update IPC plan and risk

assessment yearly and as needed
» Develop and maintain IPC policies
+ Follow national standards and

evidence-based guidelines
Evaluate program and set Perform surveillance of
health care-associated

infections (HAI), outbreaks,
reportable diseases, IPC
breaches, and construction
risks

|

Report data to federal, state,
and local authorities,
including the National

Healthcare Safety Network
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Implement HAI prevention bundles
Enforce standard and transmission-based
precautions

Ensure cleaning, disinfection, sterilization,
and safe injection practices

Support antibiotic stewardship initiatives


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-IV/subchapter-G/part-482#p-482.42(a)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-IV/subchapter-G/part-483/subpart-B#p-483.80(b)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-IV/subchapter-B/part-416
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Common Available IPC Training Resources
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General IPC: Ambulatory Surgery

States Targeting Reduction in Centers (ASC) &
Infections via Engagement Infection ~ Dental Health Care:

Pennsylvania Infection Preventionist

Long Term Care:
Nursing Home Infection

Preventionist Training Course —

Control Training ASC & Ambulatory Settings
EPI Intensive Intensive Training

Certified Healthcare Infection ASC Academy: Infection
Prevention Professional (CHIPP) Prevention

National, State, and local APIC Dental Infection Control
conferences Boot Camp

Additional IPC Training

Pennsylvania Department of Health HAI Trainings

Certifications

WB4973
Long Term Care Infection

Preventionist Essentials Training

Infection Prevention and Control

Mastery Program

Certifications are available from the Certification Board of Infection Control and Epidemiology
(CBIC), Board of Ambulatory Surgery Certification (BASC), National Association of Directors of
Nursing Administration in Long-Term Care (NADONA), Association for Dental Safety (ADS),

Dental Assisting National Board (DANB), and others.
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https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/training/strive.html#cdc_training_materials_section_9-building-a-business-case-for-infection-prevention
https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/training/strive.html#cdc_training_materials_section_9-building-a-business-case-for-infection-prevention:~:text=CDC/STRIVE%20Infection%20Control%20Training
https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/training/strive.html#cdc_training_materials_section_9-building-a-business-case-for-infection-prevention
https://apic.org/course/epi-intensive/
https://www.dnv.us/services/dnv-s-certified-healthcare-infection-prevention-professional-chipp--245615/
https://www.dnv.us/services/dnv-s-certified-healthcare-infection-prevention-professional-chipp--245615/
https://apic.org/course/asc-ambulatory-settings-intensive-training/
https://apic.org/course/asc-ambulatory-settings-intensive-training/
https://www.aorn.org/education/education-for-the-asc/asc-academy-infection-prevention-online-course
https://www.aorn.org/education/education-for-the-asc/asc-academy-infection-prevention-online-course
https://site.pheedloop.com/event/adsbootcamp/home/
https://site.pheedloop.com/event/adsbootcamp/home/
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/training_plan/8941
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/training_plan/8941
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/training_plan/8941
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/training_plan/8941
https://apic.org/course/long-term-care-infection-preventionist-essentials-training/
https://apic.org/course/long-term-care-infection-preventionist-essentials-training/
https://www.nadona.org/certification-resources
https://www.nadona.org/certification-resources
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/healthcare-and-public-health-professionals/haip/other-haip-resources
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