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Why Vaccination Matters

Vaccination Recommendations

The Pennsylvania Department of Health recommends that Pennsylvanians follow the most updated
immunization recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), American Academy
of Family Physicians (AAFP), and American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG). Health
care personnel (HCP) are at increased risk of exposure to infectious diseases and can unknowingly
transmit infections to vulnerable patients, residents, coworkers, and visitors. Vaccination is a safe and
effective way to protect both HCP and the people they serve. Maintaining up-to-date immunizations
helps reduce outbreaks, minimizes staff illness, and supports public health.

Health Care Personnel

Paid and unpaid people working in health care settings, including but not limited to:
o Staff e Volunteers
e Providers e Students
e Contractors

Recommended Vaccinations

Vaccine Recommendation

Influenza (Flu) Annual Vaccination. For long term care (LTC) details
and exceptions see Pennsylvania ACT 95 of 2001.

COVID-19 Initial series, then up-to-date with boosters.

Meales, Mumps, and Rubella | Vaccination if no evidence of immunity. For birthing

(MMR) centers see 28 Pa. Code § 501.41.

Varicella (Chickenpox) Vaccination if no evidence of immunity.

Tetanus, diphtheria, and Initial series, then booster every 10 years.

pertussis (Tdap)

Hepatitis B Vaccination for any workers who have reasonably

anticipated contact with blood or other potentially
infectious material. For all facilities see OSHA 1910.1030

(f).
Pneumococcal Vaccination when working in LTC. For LTC details and
exceptions see Pennsylvania ACT 95 of 2001.
Meningococcal Consider for some microbiologists and those with other

certain circumstances.

See AAFP Adult Immunization Schedule for details on immunity and vaccination dosage. In addition
to the above vaccination recommendations, we encourage all HCP to remain up-to-date on all AAP,
AAFP, and ACOG recommended vaccines based on age and personal medical conditions. Fully inform
HCP of health risks when vaccination is refused.
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https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/general-immunization-guidance#accordion-d771cd5103-item-0c3f5251b9
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/15585/AAP-Immunization-Schedule
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules.html
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2026/02/acog-releases-updated-guidance-maternal-immunizations
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute%26txtType%3DPDF%26SessYr%3D2001%26SessInd%3D0%26ActNum%3D0095.?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/028/chapter501/s501.41.html&searchunitkeywords=rubella&origQuery=rubella&operator=OR&title=null
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1030#:%7E:text=g)(2)(ix).-,1910.1030(f),-Hepatitis%20B%20vaccination
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1030#:%7E:text=g)(2)(ix).-,1910.1030(f),-Hepatitis%20B%20vaccination
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute%26txtType%3DPDF%26SessYr%3D2001%26SessInd%3D0%26ActNum%3D0095.?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html

