
children had filled
cavities

1,160

children had
untreated cavities 

2,162

Decay Prevalence

consent forms sent home7,366

children screened in
grades 1-8

2,790

Consents & Screenings

grantees9

participating schools101

participating schools
with 50% or more of
students eligible for free
and reduced meals  

88

Program Participation

teeth sealed8,013

Sealants Placed

of children sealed
were 3  gradersrd

11.8%

children had
sealants placed

1,726

What are dental
sealants?

Dental sealants are clear or
tooth-color coatings that fill the

grooves of back permanent
teeth (molars) and help keep out

food and bacteria that cause
cavities. They are painted on
and only take a few minutes!

Increase the number of school programs
providing children ages 6-14 with sealants

Baseline, 2019: 61 schools

Oral Health Plan 2030 goal: 122 schools
Current school year, 2024-25: 101 schools

Oral Health Plan baseline, 2021-22: 36.7% 
Oral Health Plan 2030 goal: 41.7% 

Increase the percentage of 
3  grade children with sealantsrd

School-based sealant programs, 2021-22 : 8% 
School-based sealant programs, 2024-25: 11.8%

Oral Health Plan Priorities1

Progress is measured using the PA Basic Screening
Survey (BSS) every five years. As of 2025, only baseline

data have been collected. While it does not directly
measure priority progress, data collected from 

school-based sealant programs impact this goal. 

Pennsylvania School-Based 
Sealant Programs 2024-25
Children with healthy teeth learn better.

Funded through the Pennsylvania Department of Health through the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) under Grant U58DP006467: Promoting Strategies to Advance Oral
Health in Pennsylvania and under the Preventive Health and Health Services Block
Grant: NB01PW000051. This information or content and conclusions are those of the
author and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should
any endorsements be inferred by CDC, HHS or the U.S. Government.

PA Coalition for Oral Health
717.340.4004 
info@paoralhealth.org
www.paoralhealth.org

Pennsylvania Oral Health Plan 2020-2030, www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Programs/Pennsylvania%20Oral%20Health%20Plan%202020-2030.pdf1.
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