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Pre-Application Questions  

What is the Health Equity Summit? 

The Health Equity Summit is a biannual, in-person convening focused on highlighting health equity 

conversations, advancements, challenges and solutions in Pennsylvania. With the projected 

participation of 400 health equity champions from a range of backgrounds and expertise, there is 

something for everyone at the Summit.  

 

Can I submit multiple proposals to be a speaker?  

Yes! You may submit a maximum of three (3) abstracts in any combination of breakout sessions. 

However, please note that, if selected, you will only be invited to speak in a maximum of one (1) 

breakout session to ensure broad speaker participation.  

* Submitting multiple abstracts does not increase chances of acceptance.  

 

What kind of presentation are you looking for? How long will I have to present? 

We suggest that presentations be in PowerPoint format. Each presentation will be a maximum of 15 

minutes. Breakout sessions are one hour in length and will feature 3 presentations followed by a 

general Q&A for all speakers at the end of breakout presentations.  

 

How many colleagues can present with me? 

Each presentation can have a maximum of two (2) speakers to respect time management and avoid 

extended exchanges.  

*Please list all speaker names/information when submitting applications so we can accurately keep 

track of information. All listed speakers will be notified via email of selection decisions, and if 

selected, all speakers listed will receive ongoing communications regarding summit speaker 

information.   

 

Can I submit an abstract after the Call for Speakers period closes?  

No. To offer an equal time window for all individuals wishing to submit, applications will not be 

accepted after the closing date (Friday, November 28). We do our best to give ample time for 

submissions and unfortunately cannot make exceptions.  

 

Can I make changes to my abstract after submission?  

If there are any errors in your submission, please reach out to Alexis Kulish (c-akulish@pa.gov) or 

Emily Lebo (elebo@pa.gov). If accepted, general topic details cannot be changed, but up-to-date 

data and information may be submitted prior to the day of the Summit.  

 

When will I find out if my proposal has been accepted? 

We anticipate that all speakers will be notified of acceptance 2-3 weeks after the submission window 

closes. 
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If my abstract is accepted… 

 

What happens next?  

Upon acceptance, speakers will be notified via the email listed in the call for speaker application. If 

you are offered a speaker position, you must accept/decline your offer by the deadline listed in the 

acceptance email (typically around 2 weeks from the date acceptance emails are sent). If necessary, 

one follow-up email will be sent approximately one week after the original acceptance email. If we 

do not receive a response by the deadline, your offer will be withdrawn to maintain schedule 

compliance.  

 

What are expectations as an accepted speaker? 

Upon accepting your offer, you will receive more specific details. Generally, speakers will be 

responsible for: 

• Providing a professional headshot and bio  

• Submitting your group’s PowerPoint presentation  

• Attending required prep meetings and tech checks leading up to the Summit 

*Specific deadlines and dates TBD.  

 

Can I speak virtually? 

No. All speakers will be required to present in-person. The Summit will be 100% in-person this year, 

and broadcasting features will be unavailable.  

 

Are Summit and travel costs covered for accepted speakers? 

No. All accepted speakers are responsible for their own travel expenses related to the Summit. 

However, a venue accommodation room block is available at a first come first serve basis for 

accepted speakers. 

 

What if I get accepted as a speaker but can no longer make the conference? 

You can make speaker(s) substitutions after submission/acceptance provided that speaker quantity 

does not exceed two (2). All speakers will need to attend speaker preparation meetings and tech 

checks before the Summit. Depending upon the time of substitution, event materials may still reflect 

previous speaker’s information.  

If you need to substitute out your speaker(s), please contact Emily Lebo (elebo@pa.gov) 

 

Will I receive feedback on my abstract/presentation?  

We collect post-summit feedback from general attendees and can provide you with feedback (if we 

receive it) for your presentation.  

 

Will I receive CPEs/CEUs?  

No. This year we are unable to provide CPEs/CEUs for our speakers or attendees.  
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