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Is my well water safe to drink?
DO | NEED TO TEST MY WELL WATER?

Pennsylvania does not regulate private water wells. It is the responsibility of the well owner to make sure the water is
safe for drinking, bathing, washing dishes, and other household uses. Water wells can be contaminated through natural
sources (e.g., soil or rocks that contain lead and arsenic, pets, floods), or by industrial sources (e.g., agriculture and
mining). Regular well water testing is important to keep you and your family safe. The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) recommends testing once a year for total coliform bacteria, nitrates, total dissolved solids, and pH levels.
In some situations, additional tests are recommended. Only use Pennsylvania-accredited laboratories for testing.

SAFETY CHECKLIST

The list below, created from the EPA’s Home Water Testing Guide, can help determine if you should test your well
water. While normal testing should occur once per year, these tests only look for certain water quality characteristics.
Additional testing may be recommended beyond this normal schedule. If you can check all the following boxes,
additional testing is likely not needed yet*.

O The water has no unusual taste, color, or smell.

O The well has been tested since it was first drilled or since you first started using the water.

O Inthe last 12 months, the well was tested for total coliform bacteria, nitrates, total dissolved solids, and pH.

O No one in the house is pregnant or planning to become pregnant.

O The water is not used to make formula or by a breastfeeding mother.

O There have not been cases of gastrointestinal illnesses recurring, such as stomach aches and diarrhea, in anyone
using the water.

O There has not been any flooding in my area since the last test.

O No chemical spills, such as gasoline, have occurred near the well.

O There are no new industries, such as farming, oil and gas development, or waste processing, near the well.

O No section of the well or its parts have been repaired or replaced since it was last tested.

O If there is a water treatment system, the water has been tested since it was installed.

*If there are boxes you did not check, this may be a situation where EPA recommends additional testing. This may
include specific tests due to the condition of your plumbing or the presence of nearby industries. Please read the EPA’s
Home Water Testing Guide for more information on what additional tests may be recommended.

HOW TO INTERPRET THE TEST RESULTS

Laboratory results are not always easy to understand. If you tested your well water and have questions about whether
the water is safe to drink, please see the Pennsylvania Department of Health Water Interpretation Guide. This guide
shares many of the common contaminants found in water, lists the levels safe for use, explains some of the water
treatment options, and more.

CONTACT US

If you have questions or concerns about your water or would like to discuss your water test results, please contact the
Division of Environmental Health Epidemiology at the Pennsylvania Department of Health by calling 717-787-3350 or
emailing us at Env.health.concern@pa.gov.
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