
HOW TO SAFELY USE 
PERMETRHIN 

Permethrin is an insecticide designed for use on clothing, shoes, and outdoor gear. It kills ticks, mosquitoes, 
and other biting insects on contact. When used as directed, permethrin is a safe and effective way to 
prevent bites and reduce the risk of exposure to disease-causing germs that are sometimes spread by 
biting bugs. Always read and follow the directions on the label to use permethrin safely and confidently.

APPLY OUTDOORS
Find an outdoor area away 
from food, plants, and pets. 
Avoid spraying the product 
on windy days. Keep pets 

away from the area until dry. 

LAY FLAT
Lay the clothing, shoes, or 
gear flat on the ground. 

Spread fabric out so that the 
entire surface can be treated.

APPLY TO ALL SIDES
Hold the spray bottle 6 to 8 

inches away from the items and 
apply a thin layer to all sides. 

Follow the direction on the label 
for how much to use. 

AVOID SKIN
Never apply permethrin directly 

to skin. Wear gloves, if 
possible, and protect exposed 
skin while spraying. Treated 
items are safe to handle and 

wear once dry.

ALLOW TO DRY
Allow items to dry completely 
before use, for a few hours 
to overnight. Keep treated 

items away from children and 
pets until they are dry. 

WASH SEPARATELY
Hand wash items or wash and 

dry them separately on the 
gentle cycle. This prevents 

transfer to other clothing and 
helps maintain effectiveness 

over time. 

Cats are very sensitive to permethrin. If you have cats, prevent accidental exposure by storing permethrin sprays 
and treated items out of reach (for example, in a storage bin) and putting away treated clothing and items directly 
after use. Permethrin treated clothing can last weeks to months and remains effective through multiple washes. 
Check the product label to determine how long it lasts and always follow the directions for safe and correct use.
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