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Hepatitis C is a curable viral infection that affects the liver. The Pennsylvania Department of Health (PA DOH)
receives hepatitis C virus (HCV) laboratory results of Pennsylvania residents from laboratories across the
Commonwealth and the U.S. via the Pennsylvania electronic disease surveillance system (PA-NEDSS). We
analyzed laboratory results from 2020 to 2024 to place patients into hepatitis C care continuum categories. This
continuum aids in the visualization of how Pennsylvanians progress through each step of hepatitis C care from
diagnosis to cure. The ultimate goal for those ever infected is to complete viral testing, and if a confirmed infection
was detected upon viral testing, to achieve hepatitis C cure or natural viral clearance. About one-third of patients
infected will naturally clear hepatitis C, and the remaining will require treatment. Cure of hepatitis C is achieved
after 8 to 12 weeks of treatment in more than 95% of patients treated.’

Pennsylvania, Excluding Philadelphia, 2020- 24

Definitions of Hepatitis C Care Continuum Categories

Ever Infected: Patients living as of 2024 with a positive HCV antibody or HCV RNA or HCV genotype test result
received via PA-NEDSS between January 1, 2020, and December 31, 2023.

Viral Testing Complete: Of those ever infected, patients with an HCV RNA or HCV genotype test result received by
PA-NEDSS between January 1, 2020, and December 31, 2024.

Confirmed Infection: Of those with viral testing complete, patients with a positive HCV RNA test result received by
PA-NEDSS between January 1, 2020, and December 31, 2024.

Cured or Cleared: Of those with a confirmed infection between January 1, 2020, and December 31, 2024, patients
with a documented change in PA-NEDSS from positive to negative HCV RNA test result at least 84 days after the
preceding positive HCV RNA test result.

83,564 patients
Ever Infected

66,118/83,564 patients (79.1%)
Viral Testing Complete

27,131 Pennsylvanians
potentially in need of

oot 16,096/45,227 hepatitis C treatmen

Cleared patients (40.0%)

Counts and percentages are provided for each bar to note the proportion of patients progressing to the next step.
Similar methodology was utilized by CDC and Quest Diagnostics to estimate hepatitis C care continuums by state
using 2013 to 2022 data.? The CDC estimate for Pennsylvania in this work with Quest showed 92% of patients ever
infected completing viral testing, 74% with a confirmed infection and 35% reaching cure/clearance. Of note,
Pennsylvania code does not require reporting of negative HCV laboratory results, but 58% of laboratories reporting
hepatitis C results to PA-NEDSS have been voluntarily reporting negative HCV RNA results since 2020.% Our PADOH
care continuum differs from CDC in that it begins in 2020 (few labs reported negative results before that date) and
continues through December 31, 2024. The care continuum excludes Philadelphia residents given the Philadelphia
Department of Public Health publishes a separate hepatitis C care continuum as part of their annual report.*
Despite these differences, PADOH found similar cure/clearance rates compared to the CDC/Quest PA estimate.
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Hepatitis C Care Continuum, Excluding Philadelphia,
by Demographics

Age | 742 patients
<20 years old 443 (59.7%) Ever Infected
Patients potentially 91 (30.8%) Viral Testing
needing HCV Cured or Completed
treatment = 204 Cleared*
20 to 39 years old | 32,240 patients
Patients potentially 26,709 (82.8%) Ever Infected
needing HCV 7,650 (38.6%) Viral Testing

Cured or Completed
treatment=12,160

Cleared*

40 to 64 years old : g
Patients potentially 30,297 (78.7.A:) Everintected
needing HCV 8,508 (41.3%) Viral Testing
treatment = 12,099 Cured or Completed

Cleared

65 and older [ -
Patients potentially 8,669 (71.7%) 12,092 patients
. > . Ever Infected
needing HCV 1,847 (40.9%) Viral Testing
treatment = 2,668 Cured or Complete
Cleared
S
ex ' 48,888 patients
Male 39,848 (81.5%) Ever Infected
Patients potentially 12,190 (42.5%) Viral Testing
needing HCV Cured or Complete
treatment = 16,465 Cleared
Female 34,543 patients
Patients potentially 26,1 _84 (75'8.%) Ever Infected
needing HCV 5,888 (35.7%) Viral Testing
_ Cured or Complete
treatment = 10,616 Cleared*

*Percentage Cured or Cleared are less than the Pennsylvania (excluding Philadelphia) percentage noted on page 1.
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Race®/Ethnicity’

Hepatitis C Care Continuum

Pennsylvania, Excluding Philadelphia, 2020- 24

African American

Patients potentially
needing HCV 1,460 (44.0%)

treatment=1,861 Cured or
Cleared

5,133 (79.8%)
Viral Testing
Complete

6,433 patients
Ever Infected

White

Patients potentially
. 11,882

needing HCV (39.1%)

treatment = 18,524 Cured or

Cleared*

43,950 (78.9%)
Viral Testing

55,689 patients
Ever Infected

Complete

Asian/Pacific Islander |

Patients potentially
needing HCV

21 .5%
treatment =110 8 (66.5%)

Cured or Cleared

589 (77.7%)
Viral Testing
Complete

758 patients
Ever Infected

Native American

Patients potentially
needing HCV 11 (26.2%)

treatment = 31 Cured or
Cleared*

63 (75.9%)
Viral Testing
Complete

83 patients
Ever Infected

Multiple/Other Race

Patients potentially
needing HCV 2,891 (43.4%)

C Cured or
treatment = 3,770 Cleared

10,264 (81.1%)

Viral Testing

Complete

12,657 patients
Ever Infected

4,898 (74.6%)
Viral Testing
Complete

6,566 patients
Ever Infected

Hispanic

Patients potentially

needing HCV 1,171 (37.3%)

treatment = 1,966 Cured or
Cleared*

Not Hispanic

Patients potentially

needing HCV 10,664 (39.2%)

treatment = 16,572 Cured or

Cleared*

39,811 (79.3%)
Viral Testing
Complete

50,221 patients
Ever Infected

*Percentage Cured or Cleared are less than the Pennsylvania (excluding Philadelphia) percentage noted on page 1.

a Race is unknown in 10% of patients.
T Ethnicity is unknown in 32% of patients.
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Northwest (Cameron, Clarion, Clearfield, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, Jefferson, Lawrence, McKean, Mercer, Venango, Warren)

Hepatitis C Care Continuum, Excluding Philadelphia, by Pennsylvania Region

6,858 patients

Patients potentially 6,350(92.6%) | Eyer Infected

needing HCV 2,563 (57.4%) Viral Testing

treatment = 1,903 Cured or Complete
Cleared

Southwest (Allegheny, Armstrong, Beavers, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington, Westmoreland)

[
21,222 patients
Ever Infected

Patients potentially 18,252 (86.0%)
needing HCV 5,773 (45.7%) Viral Testing

treatment = 6,868 Cured or Complete
Cleared

Northcentral (Bradford, Centre, Clinton, Columbia, Lycoming, Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga, Union)
[

5,218 patients

Patients potentially 4,216 (80.8%) Ever Infected

needing HCV 1,316 (40.2%) Viral Testing

treatment = 1,960 Lol Complete
Cleared*

Southcentral (Adams, Blair, Bedford, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon, Junita, Lebanon, Mifflin, Perry, York)

[
13,456 patients
Ever Infected

Patients potentially 10,2§3 (76.4.%)
needing HCV 2,724 (35.5%) Viral Testing

treatment = 4,954 Cured or Complete
Cleared*

Northeast (Carbon, Lackawanna, Lehigh, Luzerne, Monroe, Northampton, Pike, Susquehanna, Wayne, Wyoming)
[

14,647 patients

Patients potentially 9,513 (64.9%) Ever Infected

needing HCV 1,761 Viral Testing
(25.0%)

treatment = 5,293 Cured or Complete
Cleared*

Southeast (Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Lancaster, Montgomery, Schuylkill — excludes Philadelphia)
[

22,072 patients

Patients potentially 17,435 (79.0%) Ever Infected

needing HCV 3,956 (39.3%) Viral Testing

treatment = 6,106 Cured or Complete
Cleared*

*Percentage Cured or Cleared are less than the Pennsylvania (excluding Philadelphia) percentage noted on page 1.
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Patients Potentially in Need of Hepatitis C Treatment by County, Pennsylvania, Excluding

Philadelphia, 2020-2024*

Top Ten Count of Not
Counties Cured/Cleared
Allegheny 2,774

Luzerne 1,588

York 1,481

Lancaster 1,405

Lackawanna 1,216
Delaware 937
Bucks 919
Westmoreland 904
Dauphin 882
Montgomery 860

*Darker color denotes higher count. Philadelphia data are excluded and is noted in grey.
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