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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
 
 

September 16, 2026 

 
Erica Schwartz, MD, MPH, JD  
Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Administrator, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
1600 Clifton Rd NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
 

Dr. Schwartz:  

I am writing to update you on the work of the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s 
(Department) response to the measles outbreak currently occurring in Pennsylvania and 
respond to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) offer of an Epi-Aid to 
assist our Commonwealth’s public health response to this outbreak.  

Since late April, the Department has led a comprehensive and robust response to the current 
measles outbreak in Pennsylvania. Through the dedicated efforts of our epidemiologists, 
nurses, immunization staff, and other public health professionals, our team continues to 
prioritize outreach to impacted communities and health care providers and increased 
access to vaccination as foundational pillars of our response.  

The Department continues to proactively work with Pennsylvanians, local leaders, 
community organizations, faith communities, and health care providers to provide fact-
based, scientific information and access to the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine. We have provided information through educational webinars and written materials 
to health care providers, local health departments, schools, child care facilities, county 
leaders, agricultural service workers, children and youth workers, and others.    

The Department has worked tirelessly to provide MMR vaccines to individuals in 
communities most at-risk for contracting and spreading measles. Our team has 
administered more than 4,400 MMR vaccinations at 140 pop-up vaccination clinics in the 
affected communities since the outbreak began.  
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Dozens of additional vaccine clinics are scheduled for the upcoming weeks and months, 
based on community interest and need. Overall, to date Department staff has administered 
more than 6,800 MMR vaccine doses to residents across the Commonwealth in 2026. Our 
many partners across the state have also increased their vaccination efforts. In August 2026, 
nearly 47,000 MMR vaccinations were reported into the Pennsylvania Immunization 
Electronic Registry System (PIERS) – a record number.    

Through our outreach and vaccination efforts, we have built trust with members of impacted 
communities, which is the cornerstone of effective public health. We have been invited into 
churches, auctions, fire halls, community events, and homes to provide much needed 
vaccinations. I am incredibly proud to lead a team of dedicated public health professionals 
who have gone above and beyond to provide the necessary resources and protection to their 
fellow Pennsylvanians.  

As you know, throughout the response, our team has worked closely with CDC professional 
staff to mitigate the outbreak. Our teams meet regularly to discuss outbreak-related issues, 
including any need for resources and guidance. We recently made two requests for technical 
assistance and appreciate the CDC professional staff’s timely and thoughtful responses. I 
reiterate my gratitude to the CDC professional staff for their ongoing support throughout the 
current measles outbreak.  

Despite our robust response, Pennsylvania continues to experience cases of measles, 
hospitalizations, and deaths. To that end, the Department has begun the process of 
submitting a request to CDC’s EIS program.   

As you know, collaboration is critical for effective public health response. A trusting 
relationship between the federal government and state health departments is an essential 
part of good public health practice and our shared mission to ensure our communities 
remain healthy and safe. We must be able to rely on respectful, transparent, and factual 
communication between our agencies to protect the health of all Pennsylvanians.  

While the CDC Epi-Aid program is an important public health resource, for the program to be 
valuable to Pennsylvania’s measles outbreak response, I must be able to assure the public  
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health professionals on my team that the resources we are bringing in to assist with their 
tireless work will not undermine their efforts and will partner with them toward a common 
goal, including publication of timely, accurate information about the outbreak.  

While our professional teams have collaborated well on the measles outbreak response, 
including the identification and reporting of four measles-associated deaths, CDC’s public 
communication about the deaths has not been reflective of our close collaboration. The 
Department urges the CDC to acknowledge the loss of four Pennsylvanians to this virus and 
to transparently report the measles-associated deaths on its public-facing dashboard, in 
alignment with historic and best public health practice.  

The measles-associated deaths reported by the Department resulted from sound 
epidemiological investigations, consistent with our published guidance. On September 10, 
2026, the Department shared its detailed epidemiological case definition for a measles-
associated death with the CDC and the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
(CSTE). To date, CDC has not raised any questions or concerns about our definition.  

The CDC’s choice not to publicly recognize the deaths undermines our response. For this 
reason, if CDC is unable to transparently and accurately communicate information about 
those measles-associated deaths, the Department will respectfully rescind our request for a 
CDC Epi-Aid.  

Thank you for your assistance.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Debra L. Bogen, M.D., FAAP 
Secretary of Health  
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
  

 

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/diseases-and-conditions/Measles-Associated%20Mortality%20Case%20Definition.pdf

