Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission

Colver Reservoir, Cambria County
2026 Trap Net and Night Electrofishing Survey

Introduction

Colver Reservoir is a 73-acre impoundment located in Cambria County just north of the town of
Colver. The lake is owned by the Cambria Township Water Authority and recreational fishing is
managed by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC). Commonwealth Inland Waters
regulations are in effect for Colver Reservoir for all species. Unpowered boats and those with electric
motors only are permitted on the lake and both ice fishing and night fishing are not permitted.
Currently, Colver Reservoir is managed entirely through natural reproduction. Fingerling Walleyes
were historically stocked but the process was discontinued due to poor survival (Table 1).

Biologists from the Area 8 office in Somerset surveyed Colver Reservoir in April 2026. The purpose
of the survey was to evaluate the lake’s naturally reproducing panfish and gamefish populations and
to update management plans for the lake.

Table 1: Historic warm water/ cool water species stockings at Colver Reservoir, Cambria County since 2010.

Year Species Life Stage Total Stocked
2019 Walleye Fingerling 1,500
2018 Walleye Fingerling 1,500
2017 Walleye Fingerling 1,500
2014 Walleye Fingerling 3,750
2013 Walleye Fingerling 3,710
2011 Walleye Fingerling 1,500
2010 Walleye Fingerling 1,500

Methods

Pennsylvania-style trap nets and nighttime flatbottom boat electrofishing were used to assess the
fish populations in Colver Reservoir in April 2026. Eight trap nets were fished for a total of 185 hours
to assess the panfish populations and three shoreline electrofishing runs for a total of 1.48 hours of
effort were used to assess the Largemouth Bass population.

Results

A total of 284 fish representing nine different species were captured in trap nets during the survey
(Table 2). Yellow Perch were the most abundant species captured with a total of 100 fish ranging in
length from six to 14 inches. Mean total catch per unit effort (CPUE) was 0.55 fish per hour and CPUE
of Yellow Perch nine inches long and longer was 0.53 fish per hour. The CPUE of Yellow Perch nine
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inches long and longer well exceeded Panfish Enhancement Program guidelines used to characterize
a quality Yellow Perch population in Pennsylvania. Ninety-five percent of the Yellow Perch captured
were nine inches long or longer (Figure 1).

Table 2. Species, number caught, and length range for the 2026 trap net survey on Colver Reservoir, Cambria
County.

Species Number Length (in.)
White Sucker 10 Not measured
Yellow Bullhead 23 8-14
Brown Bullhead 17 12-16
Pumpkinseed 6 6-8
Bluegill 26 5-9
Largemouth Bass 1 15
Black Crappie 82 6-14
Yellow Perch 100 6-14
Walleye 19 13-26
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Figure 1. Catch rates of Yellow Perch (solid blue bars) and Yellow Perch nine inches long and longer (orange
checkered bars) from trap nets at Colver Reservoir, Cambria County during four survey years.
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Black Crappies were the second most abundant species captured trap netting, with 82 individuals
ranging from six to 14 inches captured. Mean total CPUE of Black Crappie and CPUE nine inches and
longer were 0.45 and 0.32 fish per hour, respectively. The CPUE of Black Crappies nine inches long
and longer also exceeded Panfish Enhancement Program guidelines (Figure 2). Approximately 72%
of the Black Crappies collected were nine inches or longer in length.
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FBA Darby Byington holding a big Black Crappie from Colver Reservoir.

A total of 32 sunfish (Bluegill and Pumpkinseed) were captured, with fish ranging in length between
five and just over nine inches. Catch rates of sunfish were down from previous surveys, with a total
CPUE and CPUE of sunfish 7 inches long and longer of just 0.17 and 0.14 fish per hour, respectively
(Figure 3). Approximately 84% of the sunfish were seven inches or longer in length.
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Figure 2. Catch rates of crappies (solid blue bars) and crappies nine inches long and longer (green checkered
bars) from trap nets at Colver Reservoir, Cambria County during four survey years.
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Figure 3. Catch rates of sunfish (solid black bars) and sunfish seven inches long and longer (yellow checkered
bars) from trap nets at Colver Reservoir, Cambria County during four survey years.
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A 20-inch Walleye captured during trap netting at Colver Reservoir.
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Night electrofishing in late April yielded a total catch of 83 Largemouth Bass ranging in length from
six to 18 inches. Catch rates of Largemouth Bass were good and exceeded Big Bass Program
guidelines with a mean total CPUE of 57.55 fish per hour, CPUE of 12 inches long and longer of 29.19
fish per hour, and CPUE of black bass 15 inches long and longer of 16.38 fish per hour (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Electrofishing catch rates of Largemouth Bass (solid blue bars), Largemouth Bass 12 inches long
and longer (orange checkered bars), and Largemouth Bass 15 inches long and longer (purple hashed bars) at
Colver Reservoir, Cambria County during five survey years.
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FBA John Smajda with an 18-inch Largemouth Bass captured electrofishing at Colver Reservoir.

Discussion

Overall, Colver Reservoir provides excellent fishing opportunities for quality-sized Yellow Perch,
Bluegills, and Black Crappies. Interestingly, age analysis of the Black Crappies revealed that the
largest individual, a 14-inch female, was 20 years old, and according to published literature, may be
the oldest Black Crappie on record. Although less numerous than perch and crappies, some quality-
sized sunfish were captured during the trap net survey.

Good numbers of Largemouth Bass are present, with good numbers of fish over 15 inches. Overall
numbers of bass were down from previous surveys, but the quality component of the fishery was
good; with the highest CPUE of bass over 15 inches in any survey year.

A nice surprise during the survey was the catch of 19 Walleyes in our trap nets. Fingerling Walleye
stocking was discontinued after the previous surveys in 2017 and 2018 produced low catch rates. Of
the 19 Walleyes captured, 15 were over the legal length of 15 inches. One of the sublegal Walleyes
captured was found to be only two years old, indicating natural reproduction is occurring in this
impoundment since fingerlings have not stocked since 2019. Walleyes continue to be present in low
to moderate numbers with fish over 20 inches available to anglers. Future stocking of fingerling
Walleyes may occur to bolster the Walleye population.

Fisheries Management Area 8
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