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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date: Thursday, December 11, 2025
To: First Frontier Circuit Finals Contestants, Contract Personnel, and Stock Contractors

From: First Frontier Circuit Board of Directors

RE: EHV-1 Impact on the 2025 First Frontier Circuit Finals Rodeo (FFCFR)

As many of you are aware, the ongoing outbreak of the EHV-1 virus has created significant disruption across
the western equine community. Several major events nationwide—including one PRCA Circuit Finals—have
been forced to cancel or modify their events due to the outbreak.

Over the last four weeks, the First Frontier Circuit Board has been 1n continuous communication with
leadership at the PA Farm Show Complex, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, and national, state, and
local veterinarians. Our hope was that this situation would stabilize prior to our Finals, but unfortunately that
has not occurred.

At this time, all Farm Show events, including the First Frontier Circuit Finals Rodeo, remain scheduled as
planned. To keep 1t that way, 1t will take cooperation, caution, and transparency from every contestant,
contractor, and stock provider. We know the work it took for each of you to qualify for these Finals, and our
priority is to protect the livestock, the contestants, and the event itself and to ensure that you get the finals that
you deserve.

Out of an abundance of caution—and in alignment with guidance from the Farm Show Complex and the
Department of Agriculture—we are implementing mandatory additional requirements for all equine entering
the facility. These measures are designed to sateguard the health of all amimals and reduce the risk of
cancellation.

NEW HORSE REQUIREMENTS

1. 10-Day CVI Requirement
All horses entering the PA Farm Show Complex—regardless of origin—must have a Certificate of Veterinary

Inspection dated within ten (10) days of arrival.

The CVI must include BOTH of the following statements:
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“I'he equine(s) listed on this CVI have NOT originated from, been exposed to, or attended an
event under EHV-1/EHM quarantine or where an EHV-1/EHM suspected or confirmed case hafl
occurred within the preceding 21 days.”

Vet Statements: “I have examined all the animals identified on this certif.cate within ten (10) days
of shipment date and have found them to be free from signs of Vesicular Stomatitis Virus {(VSV).”

Additionally, contcstants must sign an attestation confirming that:

Their horsc has not Icft their property within the previous 21 days, and

To the best of their knowledge, their horse has not been exposed to the EHV-1 vinus.

2. No-Travel Requirentent (21-Day PreEvent Quarantine)

All horses mustremain at their current location tor 21 days prior to arrival at the Farm Show
Complex.

During this period, horses may not travel to any other equine event, clinic. jackpot, practicc scssion,
or cxhibition.

Only direct transportation to the FFCFR is permitted.

This rule also applies to all backup or alternate horses you may bring.

3. Pre-Event Temperature Monitoring (10 Days)

Temperature checks will begin 10 days prior to arrival, with twice-daily (AM and PM) readings taken
approximatcly 12 hours apari. Rcadings must be submitted daily to the First Fronticr Circuit via the FFC App or
through cmail.

This requirement applies to every horse you may bring to the event, including:

Your main competition horse,
Any potcntial backup or altcrnate horsc you might bring if nccded, and
Any othcr horsc transportcd to thc complex.

1€ there is any possibility that a horsc may be brought to the FFCFR, that horsc must have a complcte sct of 10
days of temperature readings submitted in advance.

Horses without full 10-day temperature logs and 21 day quarantine will not be permitted on site.
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4. On-Site Temperature Monitoring

e While at the FFCFR, all horses must have AM and PM temperatures recorded daily.
® These readings must be submitted to FFC officials and will be reviewed by show veterinarians.

5. Post-Event Quarantine Advisory

All horses returning home from the event are strongly encouraged to undergo a 7-14 day quarantine, remain
separated from other horses, and continue AM/PM temperature logs for the duration of that period.

6. Facility Sanitation Measures

e All areas within the Farm Show Complex will be sanitized and disinfected regularly throughout the
week.

e No contestant horses will be permitted to enter the complex until all stalls have been fully
disinfected.

7. Facility Re-Entry & On-Site Containment Requirement

Due to the enhanced possibility of exposure, once contestants check in to the facility, no horses may leave the
grounds and return. Any horse that leaves the PA Farm Show Complex will not be permitted back on site for the
duration of the event.

If a contestant chooses to haul a horse back home and return with a different horse, that replacement horse must
have fully met all previously stated requirements, including:

21-day no-travel quarantine,

10-day CVI,

10 days of twice-daily temperature logs, and

All standard Coggins and vaccination requirements.

All contestant horses must remain on the premises for the duration of the FFCFR.
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SYMPTOMATIC HORSE POLICY

(Applies to Contestant & Stock Horses)

e Any horse—contestant or rough stock—showing symptoms of illness prior to arrival will not be
permitted on site.

e Any horse showing clinical signs during the event will be immediately relocated to an excluded equine
quarantine area, following veterinary and facility protocols.

e Horses moved to quarantine will not be allowed to return to competition or be used in any future
performances during the FFCFR.

FINAL STATEMENT

We fully understand that these requirements may be inconvenient and difficult for many preparing for the
Finals. However, after close consultation with the PA Farm Show Complex and state veterinarians, these
measures represent the only viable path to safely hosting our Circuit Finals Rodeo.

Please understand: these requirements are not recommendations. Failure to comply may result in denial
of entry to the complex.

This virus 1s highly contagious. A single lapse in care from one person could expose hundreds of horses.
Transmission can occur from horses showing no outward symptoms and can even occur indirectly through
humans. Every contestant, contractor, and personnel member must act with caution both before arriving and
throughout the event.

These requirements are accurate as of the release of this notice. The Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture and the PA Farm Show Complex reserve the right to change, amend, or modify these
requirements at any time. Should that occur, we will communicate all updates as soon as we are made
aware.

Please also note that all previously existing requirements for negative Coggins tests and standard
vaccinations remain unchanged. The full list of regular health requirements can be found on the First
Frontier Circuit mobile app.

We will continue to monitor the situation and work closely with all agencies involved. As updates become
available, they will be communicated promptly.
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If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to myself or another member of the
First Frontier Circuit Board.

Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to protecting the horses, the contestants, and the future of this
event.

We look forward to a safe and successful First Frontier Circuit Finals Rodeo.

Respectfully,
Brock Hower

Broct

First Frontier Circuit President
(570) 238-5377
bhower@firstfrontiercircuit.com
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