
DEPARTMENT 34 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE

John Stemler is currently the brewmaster of Pagoda City Brewing
and former co-founder and brewmaster of Free Will. John fell in love
with the science and art of making beer and decided it was the best
fit for his skill set. With a love for the fine details in brewing, John is a
great fit for the beer contest chair.

JUDGING WILL TAKE PLACE SATURDAY DECEMBER 12, 2026
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2027 PA Farm Show
Department 34 - Beer Contest

MEET YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON!

Pennsylvania's State Fair showcases top competitors from
108 county and local fairs, and the diversity and quality of
Pennsylvania's agriculture industry, the innovative people

who make it thrive, and the faces of our proud past and
promising future. The show offers visitors a peek into the

industry that supports 593,000 Pennsylvania jobs and
contributes $132.5 billion to Pennsylvania's economy every

year.  See you at the PA Farm Show!

PA Secretary of Agriculture, Russell C. Redding

ENTRY DEADLINE

All entries must be made online using  ShoWorks software no later than November 6, 2026.
The deadline for beer arrival is November 13, 2026, by 3:00 p.m.

If beer is shipped, it must be shipped to arrive between Monday, November 2, 2026, and Friday,
November 13, 2026, by 3:00 p.m.

Please be sure to review all general rules and department rules prior to entering.

New for 2027What’s NewWhat’s NewWhat’s New
for Beer

New Class
Non-Alcoholic Beer

http://pafarmshowlivestock.fairentry.com/
http://pafarmshowlivestock.fairentry.com/
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Eligibility
1. This competition is open to any Pennsylvania Limited Brewery with a licensed professional
brewer 21 years of age or older who is also an active member of the Brewers of Pennsylvania
(BOP) guild. All entries must be made in Pennsylvania for commercial use.

Entry Amounts 2. A contestant may make up to ten (10) entries. An entry must consist of at least three (3) units
(minimum of 12 oz. each) in a hermetically sealed vessel.

Class Limit
3. A product may only enter and compete in one class per year and must be appropriately
labeled in correspondence with the entry. Violation of this rule will result in the product being
disqualified from each department entered.

Minimum Entry 4. In order to be eligible to participate in the sampling and sales of beer at the 2027 Farm Show,
a brewery must enter at least one (1) beer for judging.

Company Name 5. Register using the Company Name on the online entry.

Entry Fee 6. The fee for beer entries is $35.00 per entry. Payment is made with the online entry.

Made in Pennsylvania

7. It is recommended that entries should contain a raw agricultural commodity (i.e. grain, hops)
or value-added agricultural product (i.e. malt) that was grown and/or processed in
Pennsylvania. Grain, malt, hops, or adjunct ingredients (i.e. fruit, herbs, spices, etc.) from
another state or country bought by a local Pennsylvania broker do not qualify as Pennsylvania
agricultural commodity/product. Water is also not to be considered.

Delivery

11. If beer is shipped, it must be shipped to arrive between Monday, November 2, and Friday,
November 13, 2026, prior to 3:00 p.m. Ship to:

Farm Show Beer Competition
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex & Expo Center
2300 N Cameron St
Harrisburg, PA 17110

If beer is hand delivered to the Farm Show Complex, they must arrive at the Cameron Street
Lobby Security Desk no later than Friday, November 13, 2026, prior to 3:00 p.m.

Submission
Requirements

12. The box form for the beer entered must be completed and received when the beer is
submitted. All beer submitted should be marked on the outside of the shipping case: “2027 Farm
Show Beer Competition.”

Judging

13. Judging will be private and completed prior to the opening of the Farm Show. All beer will be
properly stored cold and chilled prior to judging. Decision of judges is final. Following
competition, brews will be displayed at the Farm Show. A Best of Show Award will be
presented.

Tasting Format 14. All beer will be judged based on the BJCP style guidelines. The top three brews per category
will be awarded first, second, and third for general competition.
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rules and regulations
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PA Preferred®

15. Beer(s) being entered into the PA Preferred® category should be noted as such. These
beers will be judged against their respective class, and the beer with the highest overall score
will be awarded the PA Preferred® Legacy Award as well as rosettes for 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th.
PA Preferred® guidelines for beer entries are as follows: 75% of the entry grist and/or 75% of
the hop bill, and/or all of the fruit addition (if any) are PA grown.

Merit

16. Placing will be offered on merit of excellence, not entry alone. Therefore, in any one class all
placings may not be awarded if, in the judge’s opinion, entries do not merit placement. This may
also result in the omission of some placements such as first or second for awarding of only a
third.

Judging Conflict

17. In the case that a brewer serves as a judge, that judge will not be permitted to judge the
classes that they have entered. Furthermore, in the event that a judge is a competing brewer
and at least one of their entries is being judged for Best in Show, that judge will be recused
from judging the class.
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rules and regulations

See General Rules, Regulations & Health Requirements online at
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations

Use shipping tag online at
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/forms-registration

HOW TO ENTER

Register all entries for each exhibitor in the family
before proceeding to payment section.

Be sure to click the SUBMIT button when you have
completed your entries.

Check your email inbox for a confirmation email
with a list of your entries and invoice.

Step by step entry document

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations/documents/general%20rules%20and%20regulations.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration
https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/forms-registration/Documents/FairEntry.Family.Entries.Guide.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-and-registration/documents/showorkslivestockhowto.pdf
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AWARDS
Per Class: First, Second, and Third - Rosettes. First place will also be awarded a gift certificate from an industry
trade vendor.

Best in Show: Trophy and a gift certificate from an industry trade vendor.

PA Preferred® Legacy Award sponsored by PA Preferred® and a gift certificate from an industry trade vendor.

*Please note, BJCP Style Guideline subcategories are listed in ShoWorks. Choose the correct
subcategory when entering. 

4

Beer Classes

Beer Judging
Saturday, December 12, 2026

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

CLASS NAME CLASS NAME

001 Standard American Beer 018 Pale American Ale

002 International Lager 019 Amber and Brown American Beer

003 Czech Lager 020 American Porter & Stout

004 Pale Malty European Lager 021 IPA

005 Pale Bitter European Beer 022 Strong American Ale

006 Amber Malty European Lager 023 European Sour Ale

007 Amber Bitter European Beer 024 Belgian Ale

008 Dark European Lager 025 Strong Belgian Ale

009 Strong European Beer 026 Monastic Ale

010 German Wheat Beer 027 Historical Beer

011 British Bitter 028 American Wild Ale

012 Pale Commonwealth Beer 029 Fruit Beer

013 Brown British Beer 030 Spiced Beer

014 Scottish Ale 031 Alternative Fermentables Beer

015 Irish Beer 032 Smoked Beer

016 Dark British Beer 033 Wood Beer

017 Strong British Ale 034 Specialty Beer

035 Non-Alcoholic Beer
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pennsylvania state farm products show

CITY:

www.farmshow.pa.gov

2027 Beer Box Tag
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE MADE ONLINE BY NOVEMBER 6, 2026

Beer (along with a box tag) must arrive on November 13, 2026, prior to 3:00 p.m.
Ship beer to: Pennsylvania Farm Show Beer Competition, PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center,

2300 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg, PA 17110-9443

PLEASE PRINT FORM MUST BE SIGNED AND COMPLETE

BREWERY NAME:

BREWERY ADDRESS:

STATE: ZIP CODE: COUNTY:

TELEPHONE#:(             ) E-MAIL:

NAME OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE:

Class
Number

Beer Name Style 

Brewer’s Notes - Please be sure to exclude notes that
may reveal the brewery’s identity

(More space on back. Space for additional notes will be
available on the box forms used in beer shipments)

PA
Preferred

Brew?*
(Y/N)

If entering as a
PA Preferred

Brew please list
locally sourced

ingredients
here**

Entry
#1

Entry
#2

Entry
#3

Entry
#4

Entry
#5

Entry
#6

Signature of Authorized Representative Printed Name of Authorized Representative Date

*Is your business a member of the PA Preferred program? (Apply at www.papreferred.com)

**A PA Preferred Brew contains a majority of PA grown and sourced ingredients and must be registered in the PA Preferred program.

Total Number of Beers Entered                                                     (Maximum of 10)

5

https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.papreferred.com/
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