
2027 PA Farm Show
Department 26 - Agricultural Education/FFA

MEET YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIR PEOPLE!

Pennsylvania's State Fair showcases top competitors
from 108 county and local fairs, and the diversity and

quality of Pennsylvania's agriculture industry, the
innovative people who make it thrive, and the faces of
our proud past and promising future. The show offers
visitors a peek into the industry that supports 593,000

Pennsylvania jobs and contributes $132.5 billion to
Pennsylvania's economy every year.  See you at the PA

Farm Show!

PA Secretary of Agriculture, Russell C. Redding

ENTRY DEADLINES
All entries must be made by the following deadlines. Please be sure to review all general rules and

department rules prior to entering.

Competition Entry Deadline Entry Method

Demonstrations 11/3/2026 Online

Window Exhibits 11/3/2026 Online

Horticultural Exhibits 12/1/2026 Online

Landscape Exhibits 11/3/2026 Online

Agriscience Fair 12/1/2026 Online

Antique Lawn and Garden Tractor 11/3/2026 Online

Ag-Mechanics Competition 11/3/2026 Online

Competition Crate 12/1/2026 Online

DEPARTMENT 26 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE

Christopher Davis is the chair of the overall AgEd Department. He is the Executive
Director for the Commission for Agriculture Education Excellence at the
Department of Agriculture. He currently lives on a farm of sheep and cattle along his
wife and two children.  
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McKayla Plewe is the Pennsylvania Department of Education State Agriculture
Education and FFA Advisor. Raised as the sixth generation on a western cattle ranch
and shaped by her experience teaching agricultural education, she believes the
Pennsylvania Farm Show is a wonderful celebration of agriculture that connects
students, educators, and industry.
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Registration

What’s NewWhat’s NewWhat’s New
for

Agricultural
Education

New for 2027

See General Rules, Regulations & Health Requirements online at
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations

HOW TO ENTER

Register all entries for each exhibitor in the family
before proceeding to payment section.

Be sure to click the SUBMIT button when you have
completed your entries.

Check your email inbox for a confirmation email
with a list of your entries and invoice.

Step by step entry document

p. 10 & 11Horticulture Class Changes

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/rules-regulations
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/rules-regulations
https://pafarmliv.fairwire.com/
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/forms-registration/Documents/FairEntry.Family.Entries.Guide.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-and-registration/documents/showorkslivestockhowto.pdf
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RULES AND REGULATIONS - DEMONSTRATIONS
For agricultural education teams from Pennsylvania high schools.

School Entries
1. Entries shall be made in the name of the school represented and premium awards will be made to
the school. A school may enter a maximum of three (3) demonstrations. There must be different
members on each team.

Pathways

2. All demonstrations must fit within the following Agricultural, Food and Natural Resources
pathways: Agribusiness Systems, Animal Systems, Environmental Service Systems, Food Products &
Processing Systems, Natural Resources Systems, Plant Systems, Power, Structural & Technical
Systems.

Teams 3. On-stage teams WILL be composed of two to four FFA members.

Off-Stage Assistance 4. Off-stage assistance during a demonstration shall be limited to team members and one assistant,
plus adviser or chaperone.

Entry Instructions 5. Entries are due online at http://pafarmshowaged.fairentry.com/l by November 1, 2026.

Property Requirements 6. Property requirements for demonstrations shall be cleared with the Farm Show Director before
demonstrations are approved.

Manuscripts 7. Team members MAY NOT use manuscripts during the demonstration.

Advisors/
Chaperones

8. Each team shall be accompanied by an FFA Advisor or chaperone who will be responsible for the
team while it is in Harrisburg.

Time Requirements

9. The actual demonstration must be at least fifteen (15) minutes long but not more than twenty (20)
minutes. A penalty will be assessed for demonstrations not meeting these time requirements. In
addition, the demonstrations must be set up, presented, and removed from the stage within the 30-
minute time period provided for each demonstration. 

Safety Constraints
9A. Demonstrations may NOT utilize propane, small gasoline engines, or other flammable liquids for
the safety of participants and observers. Live animals are NOT allowed to be utilized in
demonstrations. No aerosols may be sprayed in the farm show complex.

Co-Chairs: Bryan Dean, Dylan Clark
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Demonstrations

Demonstrations
January 11-14, 2027

Lancaster Farming Stage
(Expo Hall)

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

http://pafarmshowaged.fairentry.com/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
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Safety Protocols
9B. All safety protocols must be followed during the demonstration: judges or other FFA
officials may stop the demonstration and ask team members to adjust for safety, then, the
time will resume. If safety becomes an issue, judges have the ability to disqualify.

Back-Stage Activity 10. Back-stage activity while demonstrations are being presented is not permitted. Members
of demonstrating teams MUST adhere to safety precautions at all times.

Variety 11. Demonstrations should vary from year to year and NOT be repeated in successive years by
the same school.

No Q&A 12. No question period is provided, and questions are not solicited. The presentation is to be
complete.

Performance 13. Skits and playlets, except as a part of the demonstration, are not acceptable. Videos can be
used but are limited to no more than 2 minutes long.

Location 14. Demonstrations will be conducted on the Lancaster Farming Stage in the Expo Hall of the
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex & Expo Center.

Presentation
Schedule

15. Schools will be notified of the Demonstration Schedule by December 1. Official FFA dress is
required. Suggested hints for demonstrations and scorecards can be found on the PA FFA
website and should be reviewed.

Disqualification

16. A disqualification and forfeiture of show premiums of a demonstration or exhibit will be
made at the discretion of the department chairman. Infractions that could warrant
disqualification include:

Removal of exhibits prior to the designated removal time and date, unless preapproved by
the Farm Show Manager.
Exhibits that were not the original work of the FFA Chapter or individual exhibitor.
Modifying and painting Farm Show property in any way except by approval of the Farm
Show Manager.
Defacing Farm Show property in any way.
Consistent and flagrant violation of departmental rules that are not included as part of the
evaluation and scoring process.
Flagrant violation of the FFA Code of Conduct.
Exhibits less than high quality for the PA Farm Show.
Safety concerns

Timeliness 17. Demonstration teams who do not make their officially scheduled time, will not be permitted
to “make up” their demonstration at a different time, and will forfeit the competition.

Safety 18. If safety protocols and PPE are not being followed, judges have the ability to stop the
presentation.
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Demonstrations
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001 Middle School 002 High School

DEMONSTRATIONS PREMIUMS
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th

$171.67 $131.61 $114.44 $103 $97.28 $50.36 $45.78 $43.50 $41.20 $38.91

The Farm Show Commission will award a walnut plaque for the first place team. 
The plaque will be sent to the team.
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Demonstrations

CHART OF CLASSES - DIVISION 001
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RULES AND REGULATIONS - WINDOW EXHIBITS

Entry

1. The exhibit MUST have been exhibited prior to the 2027 Farm Show at a fair or other show
where it was judged. Schools must be pre-entered online by November 1, 2026. Entries will be
limited to sixteen (16) exhibits with preference given to those which appear to be a more
educational and professional display.

Exhibit Guidelines

2. Each exhibit must have unity, conveying one central idea based on an approved method or
practice in Agriculture. It should be simple in form, have few signs and charts, and should not be
crowded. It may be stationary or may have mechanical motion. Electric power will be furnished
for mechanical exhibits. The use of lights is strongly suggested. All electrical needs must be
included in your submission. No aerosols may be sprayed in the farm show complex.

Selected Entries

3. The Window Exhibit Committee will review all plans submitted and will select up to sixteen (16)
agricultural exhibits. Selected entries will be entered online by the Farm Show Staff. The
theme of ALL exhibits must fit within the Agricultural, Food and Natural Resources pathways:
Agribusiness Systems, Animal Systems, Environmental Service Systems, Food Products &
Processing Systems, Natural Resources Systems, Plant Systems, Power, Structural & Technical
Systems. The schools will be notified by December 1 whether they have been accepted or not.

Authenticity

4. Each exhibit must be the original work of a Pennsylvania FFA Chapter. The construction of the
exhibit must be entirely the work of FFA members of the chapter entering the exhibit. Portions
of the exhibit may be commercially printed or printed by students in other classes at the
school. Maximum size of these printed sections will be 3 feet by 3 feet. In no case may an entire
panel be commercially printed or printed by students in another class.

Exhibit Tables

5. Farm Show will provide tables 8 feet long by 40 inches wide for each exhibit. Tables will be
skirted by Farm Show. Immediately following judging, Farm Show personnel will cover the front
of every display with see-through plastic to protect the contents of the exhibit. Exhibits may
not exceed 40 inches deep by 8 feet wide and may not be over 8 feet tall from the floor.
Exhibits must be constructed and set up so that they will not blow over or be easily knocked
over as Farm Show visitors pass by them.

The Agriculture school exhibit will be held in connection with the Pennsylvania Farm Show. The exhibit will be
conducted as a contest among chapters of the Pennsylvania FFA Association. Sixteen separate spaces will be
available for exhibits. Farm Show will provide tables 8 feet long by 40 inches wide for each exhibit. Tables will be
skirted. Immediately following judging, Farm Show personnel will cover the front of every display with see-through
plastic to protect the contents of the exhibit.

Chairperson: Ronald Frederick
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Window Exhibits

Window Exhibits Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA
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Set-Up

6. Each exhibit must be set up by the school or group preparing it and must be in place by 5:00
p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027. Each group setting up an exhibit must be accompanied by a
teacher or chaperone. Setup may begin on Wednesday, January 6, 2027, at noon through 5:00
p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027. A school identification sign will be provided by the Farm Show
and displayed by the committee after judging is complete.

Judging
7. Exhibits will be placed by screened and selected judges. Judging will begin at 5:30 p.m. on
Friday, January 8, 2027. A listing of general comments on the exhibits will be provided to the
exhibiting chapters and will be posted on the FFA website.

Removal 8. Each exhibitor must arrange to remove their exhibit on Saturday, January 16, 2027, after
5:00 p.m. If exhibits cannot be removed at that time, contact Chairman for alternative options.

Disqualification

9. A disqualification and forfeiture of show premiums of a demonstration or exhibit will be
made at the discretion of the department: a.) Removal of exhibits prior to the designated
removal time and date, unless preapproved by the Farm Show Manager. b.) Exhibits that were
not the original work of the FFA Chapter or individual exhibitor. c.) Modifying and painting Farm
Show property in any way except by approval of the Farm Show Manager.
d.) Defacing Farm Show property in any way. e.) Consistent and flagrant violation of
departmental rules that are not included as part of the evaluation and scoring process. f.)
Flagrant violation of the FFA Code of Conduct. g.) Exhibits less than high quality for the PA Farm
Show.
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Window Exhibits

WINDOW EXHIBITS PREMIUMS
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th-16th

$228.89 $200.28 $171.67 $143.06 $114.44 $103 $91.56 $80.11 $68.67 $57.22

The Friends of the Farm Show Foundation will match all premiums paid in Division 2: Class 005.

The Farm Show Commission will award a walnut plaque for the first-place exhibit.

The Farm Show Commission will award a walnut plaque for the first-place team. 
The plaque will be sent to the team.

DIVISION 002 - CLASS 005
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RULES AND REGULATIONS - HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITS

Eligibility

1. Any Agricultural Education student may enter this contest if they have conducted the entry
as a part of the instructional program of their local Agricultural Education department and
verified by the Agricultural Education instructor. (Only secondary students are eligible to
compete in this department).

Plant Requirements 2. Flowers and plants entered/used for competition must be live or fresh (unless noted), and
above the ordinary standard and quality to be entitled to an award.

Arrival 3. Exhibits may be delivered beginning at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 7, 2027. Exhibits must
arrive at the show by 12:00 noon on Friday, January 8, 2027.

Entry Limit 4. No exhibitor may enter more than one article in each class.

Removal

5. The management will not undertake to return containers or be responsible for the return of
exhibits. All exhibits may be claimed by the exhibitor or his representative after 5:00 p.m. on
Saturday, January 17, 2026. Any exhibit removed prior to listed times without Show
Management approval will result in forfeiture of all premiums.

Definitions

6. Pedestal: A footed container; Wreath: Wreaths will be in a round shape; Wall Hanging:
Design of any shape, maximum size 24" in any direction; Diameter: Always refers to OUTSIDE
diameter; Fireside Basket: A wide, open-ended basket with a high handle; Novelty Container:
Containers not used for normal plant production.

Hanging Mechanics
7. Mechanics for hanging entries must be attached to the design. If not, the entry will be
disqualified. Please attach a light-colored ribbon to the hanging mechanics, making it easier to
find the hanger.

Watering
8. In order to maintain freshness, floral arrangements should be placed in a container or
material that holds water and watered when they are entered. All exhibitiors are expected to
take care of wtering their plants themselves.

Size Requirements 9. Floral arrangements will be limited to 15” high, including the container, unless otherwise listed.
Exhibits not meeting size requirements will be disqualified.

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE PRE-ENTERED ONLINE BY DECEMBER 1, 2025
NO ENTRY FEE REQUIRED. Entries made after December 1, 2026, WILL NOT be accepted.

Chairperson: Malena Perry
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hORTICULTURAL Exhibits

Horticultural Exhibits Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA
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Pre-Entry
10. Entries must be pre-entered online by December 1, 2026. No on-site entries will be
accepted. Please also bring entry tags of any entries that are
scratched.

Judging 11. Judging will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027. During judging the display space
will be closed.

Entry Tags
12. Entry tags will be printed and mailed to exhibitor at the address provided with entry.
Securely attach the printed entry tags to exhibits and deliver exhibits to expedite the check-in
process.

Theme and Quality 13. Arrangements or displays must be of the theme and quality that should be depicted by an
FFA member and/or high school student.

Natural Color 14. Flowers are to be displayed in their natural color state - do not artificially color fresh
flowers unless noted.

Disqualification

15. A disqualification and forfeiture of show premiums of a demonstration or exhibit will be
made at the discretion of the department:

Removal of exhibits prior to the designated removal time and date, unless preapproved by
the Farm Show Manager.
Exhibits that were not the original work of the FFA Chapter or individual exhibitor.
Modifying and painting Farm Show property in any way except by approval of the Farm
Show Manager.
Defacing Farm Show property in any way.
Consistent and flagrant violation of departmental rules that are not included as part of the
evaluation and scoring process.
Flagrant violation of the FFA Code of Conduct.
Exhibits less than high quality for the PA Farm Show.
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hORTICULTURAL Exhibits

Classes 010 and 012: Student’s daily plant growing journal in AET must be included/attached. Any entry without a
journal will not be evaluated.

Class 010
Open Bulb - may be one single bulb or a mix of spring bulbs. Container size up to 10.” Attach the
common and scientific name(s) of the bulb(s) used.

Class 011 Hanging Basket - foliage 6"-10" basket - attach the name and variety (if known) of the plant

Class 012 Poinsettias - 6 1/2-inch pot maximum, no accessories needed, one cutting per pot

Class 013 Door Decoration with artificial plants - max 18" size in any direction. Theme: 

Class 014 Miniature Succulent Garden - in a teacup or mug sized container, no larger than 4"

Class 015 Mixed herb garden - three (3) varieties, maximum size container 12"

Class 016
Dish garden - foliage only - novelty container, maximum size: 12" diameter, 18" height, accessories
permitted

Class 017 Cactus garden - max 10" pot

Class 018 Air Plant design - max size 12" x 12," minimum of three varieties of air plants

Class 019
Terrarium tropical foliage plants ONLY, no succulents; novelty container (do not use a rectangular
container), smaller than 5 gal. capacity, must be covered, may include accessories

Class 020 Topiary with succulents, designer’s choice, maximum size 18"

DIVISION 003 - HOUSE PLANTS/DESIGNS
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Miniature Landscape Design - Live foliage and natural materials are used to represent a landscape design.

A.) Container: Wooden box 24" x 24" x 5" deep open container. All plants and accessories must be within the 24" by
24" perimeter and must not exceed 22" max. overall height from the table. Must be under 15 pounds.

B.) Class 22 and 23: Over 50% of the area must be covered with live plants (unless otherwise specified), up to 25%
of the area can be covered with natural materials, and 25% of the area may be covered with accessories (may
include house/building). Houseplants will be used to represent landscape plants.

C.) A diagram using graph paper or computer aided design, using appropriate landscape symbols and scale for the
drawing, will be provided, which will identify each plant or item in the design with numbers and symbols to
represent plants. Plants used in the design and the plants represented will be identified with the scientific and
common name. Ex. Dwarf Schefflera: Schefflera arboricola representing Red Maple: Acer rubrum.

D.) Accessories are permitted, miniature house, etc. House can be but does not have to be included, only indicated
in some manner. All lights or electrical components must be battery powered.

Due to the number of entries in Miniature Landscape Design, three divisions have been developed. Each
exhibitor may only enter one display in Miniature Landscape Design. If more than one display is entered by an
exhibitor, the exhibitor’s entries will be disqualified in these classes (Classes 212-214).

Class 021
Miniature Landscape Design - Landscape display incorporating hardscaping with 25% plant material
(maximum). No Legos or K’nex blocks. Can include a patio, raised bed, water feature, etc. See General
Min. Landscape rules above.

Class 022 Miniature Landscape Design - Landscape display - Horticulture Business. See general rules above.

Class 023 Miniature Landscape Design - Landscape display - Residential Backyard. See general rules above.
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hORTICULTURAL Exhibits

DIVISION 004 - FLORAL DESIGNS

Class 030 Topiary made with fresh flowers and foliage, maximum of 24" high by 10" wide.

Class 031 Centerpiece using silk flowers, maximum height 15.” 

Class 032 Mason Jar - minature size - miniature dried arrangement 6" max in any direction

Class 033 Door Decoration - maximum size 24." Theme: Patriotic 

Class 034
Design a Sweet Treat with fresh flowers; may use paint or dye to change the color of the flowers, 10"
max size

Class 035
Fresh wreath - Christmas theme - 24" max completed diameter. Fresh evergreen to be made and
decorated by students. Must include a marked hanger.

Class 036 Sheltered Design - nosegay for the prom 12" max size in any direction

Class 037 Asian Design - maximum size 16" in any direction

Class 038 Bud Vase - using fresh flowers, 9" max vase size, 20" height overall

Class 039 Fresh Flower design -fresh arrangement incorporating succulents. 18" max in any direction.  

Class 040 Wrist corsage with a matching boutonniere 

Class 041 Bridal bouquet -  Hand tied bouquet 20" max, must provide weighted stand or vase for display.

Class 042 Table centerpiece - Theme; Wedding reception centerpiece 18" max in any direction. 

Class 043
Hospital Arrangement - one sided, boy or girl theme, 15" max height, accessories may be incorporated,
using fresh flowers

New!New!New!

New!New!New!

New!New!New!

New!New!New!

New!New!New!

New!New!New!



DEPARTMENT 26 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITS PREMIUMS

Classes 010 -049
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$22.89 $20.60 $18.31 $16.02 $13.73

“BEST OF SHOW”
Ribbons will be awarded in the following categories for both Divisions:

Best of Show - Houseplant and Design Division
Most Creative - Houseplant and Design Division
Best of Show - Fresh Arrangement

Best of Show - Permanent Design
Most Creative - Floral Entry Overall
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Class 044
Sympathy - Total height 18," max width 18.” All elements need to be securely fastened. Artificial color
may be added to the flowers

Class 045
Sympathy - Set Piece on an easel, must provide the easel and make sure design is fastened to the easel
securely.  

Class 046 Fresh Vase Arrangement - All Around, maximum height 24"

Class 047
Mixed Foliage Arrangement - 16" max in any direction, minimum of 3 different types of foliage, include
plant identification

Class 048 Cylinder vase; Theme Focal point, 24" max height

Class 049
Patio Pot - 14" max. diameter, 24" max height,  Fresh arrangement, designer's choice must include
accessory(s). Designer may alter flower color with paint or tint. 

DIVISION 004 - FLORAL DESIGNS

hORTICULTURAL Exhibits

New!New!New!

New!New!New!

New!New!New!

New!New!New!
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RULES AND REGULATIONS - LANDSCAPE EXHIBITS

Construction

1. The display will be completed by FFA members and their advisor. Landscape professionals
may be and are encouraged to be consulted on the project. The judged installation must be
constructed by high school FFA members. A source of 110-volt electrical power will be available
at each exhibit. No water features with pumps are allowed. 

Landscape Design
Plan

2. Landscape Design Plan: Should be mounted in a plastic 18" x 24" plastic frame. The to scale
design should be from a bird’s eye view from a front viewing perspective. The landscape design
plan will include natural elements like flowers, trees, and grass, as well as man-made hardscape
elements. The 3 LIVE plant alternatives should show on the display indicating what actual plants
they represent. The plan should be on an easel in front of the exhibit. 

Plants

3. A minimum of five living landscape plant materials will be used. All plants shall be balled or
containerized so they will stand up for eight days of the show. All plants used in the exhibit will
be labeled in the display using common AND Genus and species names. Artificial plants do not
count toward the five-count requirement and should not be labeled. Exhibitors are expected to
handle all care for plants including watering.

Plant Alternatives 4. You may use up to 3 LIVE plant alternatives to represent three plants in the drawing that are
difficult to acquire in January. No artificial plants can be used as alternative plants.

Safety No aerosols or spray painting allowed with in the farm show complex and safety glasses must
be worn.

Overview: Ag-Ed students will use landscape industry approved design principles to design and install the
landscape exhibit with high quality workmanship. Prequalifying required documents (below) will be submitted online
through the online registration at https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-
registration.html for review by November 3, 2026.  Selected chapters will be notified by email for Farm Show
participation by December 1, 2026.

Details:
1.The exhibit will be a maximum of 14 feet 6 inches across by 10 feet deep. All components of the landscape must

be within that area.
2.Design with the client PA Farm Show in mind.
3.2027 Theme: Highlight the landscape design feature: Focal Point
4.Schools must submit the following prequalifying documents:

The scoring rubric is available on the PAFFA website: https://paffa.org/farm-show.
A DRAFT 22" x 18" landscape design (from a bird’s eye view)
A one-page theme statement about the landscape design concept.
Reminder: No water features with pumps.

To be considered a complete application, the three documents must be submitted online by November 1,
2026.

Chairperson: Deb Seibert
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Landscape Exhibits

Landscape Exhibits Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
https://paffa.org/farm-show
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Removal
5. Exhibits must be removed AFTER 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027, and no later than
5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 18, 2027. If exhibits cannot be removed during this time, contact
chairman of the Farm Show to make alternate arrangements. 

Big E, Eastern States
Exposition

6. First-place school will be given the opportunity to represent PA at the Big E, Eastern States
Exposition. If that is not an option, the opportunity will be offered to second place. Schools may
not attend Big E in two consecutive years. The Big E competing school will receive $450 from
the PA FFA Association to offset expenses. Check the Big E website for landscape entry
information. Contact PA FFA Executive Manager for premium information.

Set-Up

7. Exhibits may be set up before Wednesday, January 6, 2027, at noon with prior arrangements
with the Department Chairperson and Show Manager. Otherwise, set-up begins on
Wednesday, January 6, 2027, at noon and must be in place by Friday, January 8, 2027, at
12:00 noon.

Sign 8. An FFA chapter sign will be supplied by the PA Farm Show and put on display by committee
after judging.

Disqualification

9. A disqualification and forfeiture of show premiums of a demonstration or exhibit will be
made at the discretion of the department:

Removal of exhibits prior to the designated removal time and date, unless preapproved by
the Farm Show Manager.
Exhibits that were not the original work of the FFA Chapter or individual exhibitor.
Modifying and painting Farm Show property in any way except by approval of the Farm
Show Manager.
Defacing Farm Show property in any way.
Consistent and flagrant violation of departmental rules that are not included as part of the
evaluation and scoring process.
Flagrant violation of the FFA Code of Conduct.
Exceeding the maximum exhibit size of 14 feet 6 inches across by 10 feet deep.
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Landscape Exhibits

LANDSCAPE EXHIBIT PREMIUMS
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th-10th

$450 $400 $350 $300 $200

Special Awards: The Farm Show Commission will award 
 special ribbons listed above plus a walnut plaque to the school winning first place.

Special Ribbons: Best Overall Design Principles
Best Plant Materials Selection
Best Non-Living Materials Selection

Best Landscape Design Plan Print
Best Exhibit Theme Statement

DIVISION 006 - CLASS 055 LANDSCAPE EXHIBIT
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ALL ENTRIES MUST BE PRE-ENTERED ONLINE BY DECEMBER 1, 2025
Entries made after December 1, 2026, WILL NOT be accepted.

Chairperson: Adam Serfass
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Agriscience Fair

Agriscience Fair Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

Eligibility
Requirements

1. The PA Farm Show will NOT serve as the qualifying event for the AgriScience Fair at the
National FFA Convention.

2.  Each member or team may enter only one project. A team is a maximum of two members
working cooperatively on the same project.

3.  Displays must reflect the current year’s work and have been made since the 2026 Farm
Show.

4.  Individual interviews will take place in the Keystone Conference Center (in a room to be
assigned). Exhibits must be in place by 10:00 a.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027. Judging starts
at 10:15 a.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027. Each participant is required to meet with the
judges to explain their project. Exhibits will be displayed at the Farm Show Complex. The
maximum number of entries to be displayed is 64.

5.  Exhibited projects and project reports shall be the result of the student’s or students’ own
effort.

6.  Projects MUST remain on exhibit until 5 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027, or the exhibitor
will forfeit their premiums.

7.  Must be an FFA member in grades 7-12 to participate in this event.
8.  The Farm Show Commission reserves the right to withhold any premium for lack of merit of

exhibits and authorizes judges to award a lower place premium if deemed best.

Safety Rules

1. If an exhibit becomes unsafe or unsuitable for display, it will be removed and deemed
ineligible for any awards.

2.  Projects that involve vertebrate animal subjects must conform with the following
statement: Experiments on live animals, surgery, the removal of parts, injection of harmful
chemicals, and/or exposure to harmful environments are not acceptable at the Farm Show.
Live vertebrates are not permitted at the Farm Show.

3.  Toxic and hazardous chemicals are prohibited that includes aerosol sprays.
4.  All necessary chemical glassware must be displayed in a stable manner and protected

from the public. The items must be back from the edge of the table and may not be
operational at any time.

5.  Students should substitute colored water, photographs, or drawings for chemicals.
6.  Crystals, other than sucrose (sugar) and sodium chloride (salt), may not be displayed.

Projects involving crystals can be represented by pictures or other three-dimensional
models.

7.  Hypodermic needles and syringes may not be displayed in any exhibit.
8.  It is critically important that no person be exposed to any bacteria that are considered

pathogenic. Therefore, the following two rules are very important: No wild cultures
incubated above room temperature; no cultures taken from humans or other warm-
blooded animals may be used. This includes but is not limited to skin, throat, and mouth.

9.  Plastic Petri dishes must be used and must be sealed.
10.  Lasers may not be used in any exhibit.
11.  Dangerous and combustible materials are prohibited.
12.  No exhibit shall have open flames.
13.  No electricity can be used.
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Agriscience Fair

Display
Requirements

1. Each exhibit must conform to National FFA Standards, which can be found at
www.ffa.org/participate/awards/agriscience-fair.

2.  National FFA Scorecard will be used in judging exhibits.
3.  The official maximum size for a project is 48 inches wide by 30 inches deep (the distance

from front to back) by 108 inches high (from floor to top, includes table if project is on
tabletop). After judging, exhibits will be displayed on a flat surface (i.e. a wall) and should not
contain items that make them three-dimensional.

4.  All projects must have the following information attached to the upper right-hand corner
of the exhibit: Name of person(s) responsible for developing project, Chapter, Name,
County, Title of category entered.

5.  Only projects earning a first place will be kept for display at the Farm Show. All projects
will be displayed in a 2D format.

DIVISION 7 DIVISION 8 DIVISION 9 DIVISION 10 DIVISION 11 DIVISION 12

Agriscience Fair Classes

Food
Products and

Processing
Systems

Plant
Systems

Power,
Structural,

and Technical
Systems

Environmental
Services/Natural

Resource
Systems

Animal
Systems

Social
Systems

Individuals in Grades 7 & 8 Class 60 Class 66 Class 72 Class 78 Class 84 Class 90

Teams of Two Members in
Grades 7 & 8

Class 61 Class 67 Class 73 Class 79 Class 85 Class 91

Individuals in Grades 9 & 10 Class 62 Class 68 Class 74 Class 80 Class 86 Class 92

Teams of Two Members in
Grades 9 & 10

Class 63 Class 69 Class 75 Class 81 Class 87 Class 93

Individuals in Grades 11 &
12

Class 64 Class 70 Class 76 Class 82 Class 88 Class 94

Teams of Two Members in
Grades 11 & 12

Class 65 Class 71 Class 77 Class 83 Class 89 Class 95

AGRISCIENCE FAIR PREMIUMS
1st 2nd 3rd

$47.57 $40.06 $34.33

The Farm Show Commission will award a Walnut Plaque for Best of Show.

http://www.ffa.org/participate/awards/agriscience-fair
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Entries must be submitted online at http://pafarmshowaged.fairentry.com/ by November 1, 2026.

Chairperson: Christopher Davis
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FFA Antique Tractor Restoration

Antique Tractor Restoration
Presentations

Saturday, January 16, 2027
Expo Hall Stage

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

Subject & Eligibility

1.  This is a competition event for the FFA Chapters within the state of Pennsylvania. All
projects shall be completed by the members of the FFA Chapter, their advisors, and
mentors. The purpose of the project is for high school students to learn and practice
career ready skills that will help them prepare for future careers. The work is to be
completed by the high school students with the guidance of mentors and FFA Advisors. 

2.  Participation is limited to 15 FFA Chapters, 1 team per chapter.
3.  All of the following elements must be completed to be eligible for premiums:
4.  Each FFA Team will complete one live, 10-15-minute presentation.
5.  Each FFA Team will complete a video documenting the restoration process.
6.  Each FFA Team will display their restored tractor at the Farm Show.
7.  Each FFA Team will complete an SAE/AET record book which documents the process/skills

learned.
8.  Each FFA Team will prepare a tri-fold display of the restoration process.
9.  The tractors used cannot have been carried as an FFA Farm Show Project in past years.

10.  Tractor must be fully functional.

Rules

1. Tractors must have been manufactured prior to 1985 and have an internal combustion
engine, no less than 16 horsepower, no more than 66 horsepower.  It must be a sit-on model
tractor.

2.  Restoration must be completed by a group of 3 or more students. All the work must be
done by the group of FFA members. NO outsourcing work. Outsourcing means work done by
anyone other than the students who are part of the project. While students may not
complete specialty work, they must be involved in those processes through observation,
planning, and execution - boring/head shaving/sand blasting, etc.

3.  Each Pennsylvania FFA Chapter may enter one tractor.
4. Must have 3 or more wheels.
5.  Information must be gathered and obtained upon procuring the tractor. This information

must include photos, location it was found, and the previous owners (if known).
6.  Documentation on restoration project must also be gathered and submitted. This

documentation must include photos, narrative, and expenses. Participants must journal
their involvement using the AET recordkeeping system. All documentation must show the
use of Personal Protective Equipment (“PPE”). Documents and videos where PPE is not used
will not be displayed and the team will be disqualified.

7.  Create a four-to-six-minute video of the restoration process, including the end result and
the tractor running. Follow the directions from Lancaster Farming How to Upload a video.

8.  Farm Show will provide Velcro tri-fold boards (total size is 6 feet by 3 feet. Each of the
three (3) panels are 2 feet by 3 feet.). Each chapter is responsible for setting up and tearing
down tri-fold displays and returning it to their proper storage.

9.  Display your tractor, information, and documentation at the PA Farm Show. Electricity will
not be available for displays.

10.  Complete an on-stage presentation during the PA Farm Show. All students on stage for
presentations must participate and speak. There should be no more than 3 students on
stage.

http://pafarmshowaged.fairentry.com/
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FFA Antique Tractor Restoration

Rules

10. Complete and submit the Lancaster Farming questionnaire about your project. The detail
provided by the questionnaire will be developed into an article and published in Lancaster
Farming prior to the Farm Show.
11. Rubrics for the competition will be available at https://paffa.org/farm-show.
12. No aerosol's may be sprayed in the farm show complex

Presentation

1.  Each FFA Chapter will be required to give one live, 10-15-minute presentation on stage in
the Exposition Hall beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027. The Awards
Presentation will be at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027, on the Exposition Hall stage.

2.  The presentation should include but not be limited to: an introduction to the topic, what
was learned through the project undertaken, and end with a request for questions from the
judges. Students are encouraged to utilize the video that they have created intermittently
throughout their presentation.

3.  Exhibitors must correspond with the Department Chairperson to make arrangements for
presentation schedule.

4.  Video must be completed by December 8, 2026, and submitted to Lancaster Farming.

PREMIUMS: All participants $228.89

SPECIAL AWARDS: Presented by Lancaster Farming & 
The Friends of the Pennsylvania Farm Show Foundation, Inc.

ALL PARTICIPANTS: $686.66

BEST OF SHOW: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

MOST AUTHENTIC: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

BEST VIDEO: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

MOST IMPROVED: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

BEST PRESENTATION: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

BEST RECORD BOOK: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

https://paffa.org/farm-show
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Entries are due by November 1, 2026, online at https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-
registration.html. Entry includes original drawing (by hand or computer generated) and bill of materials. Forms entered
will not be returned to the school. Entries on the Farm Show website close November 1.

Subject & Eligibility:
1.  This is a competition event for the FFA Chapters within the state of Pennsylvania. The purpose of this department is for high

school students to learn and practice career ready skills that will help them prepare for future careers.
2.  The work is to be completed by the high school students enrolled in Agricultural Mechanics with the guidance of FFA

Advisors. All entries must be school appropriate and represent the FFA Code of Ethics.
3.  Exhibits will be entered by Friday at noon and judged on Friday starting 1 p.m.
4.  Rubrics for the competition will be available at www.paffa.org/farm-show.
5.  Drawings with estimates need to be submitted with the entry and the actual costs.
6.Entries must be no more than 50lbs.

Class 107

METAL - Project requirements:
a) Project must be at minimum 75% metal.
b) No more than 36 inches in any direction, weight no less than 50 lbs.
c) No CNC or stamped parts will be permitted, no kits
d) Plans will be displayed with the finished project
e) Sharp edges must be covered/protected.

Class 108

Wood Project: 
1.  Project must be made out of 75% wood.

2.  Finished dimensions: Length + Width + Height - 10 feet maximum
3. Plans will be displayed with the finished project

Chairperson: Carey Kalupson
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Ag-Mechanics Competition

Ag-Mechanics Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

CHART OF CLASSES - DIVISION 015

AG-MECHANICS COMPETITION PREMIUMS
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$57.22 $51.50 $45.76 $34.33 $28.61

SPECIAL AWARDS: Presented by Lancaster Farming & 
The Friends of the Pennsylvania Farm Show Foundation, Inc.

BEST OF SHOW METAL: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

BEST OF SHOW WOOD: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

MOST CREATIVE METAL: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

MOST CREATIVE WOOD: $286.11 & Walnut Plaque

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
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RULES AND REGULATIONS - COMPETITION CRATE

Purchasing Crates 1. Crates need to be requested and purchased from the Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture
Foundation by September 16, 2024. Kits will be shipped on October 1, 2025.

Theme 2. Theme for 2027: Planting a Pizza

Arrival

3. If dropping off entry, it needs to be delivered beginning at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 7,
2027, and must be at the show by 12:00 noon on Friday, January 8, 2027. If entry is being sent,
it must be mailed to PA Farm Show Complex and Expo Center- Show Office, 2300 North
Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 and received by January 1, 2027, in the show office.

Entry Limit 4. Only one crate can be entered per class. Multiple grades/classes can enter from an individual
school. 

Pick-Up

5. Farm Show management will not be responsible for returning exhibits. All exhibits may be
claimed by the exhibitor or his representative after 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027.
Any exhibit removed prior to listed times without Show Management approval will result in
forfeiture of all premiums. Any exhibit not picked up by Saturday, January 16, 2027, will be the
property of the PA Farm Show Complex. 

Judging 6. Judging will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027. During judging the display space will
be closed.

Entry Tags
7. Entry tags will be printed and mailed to exhibitor at the address provided with entry.
Securely attach the printed entry tags to exhibits and deliver exhibits to expedite the check-in
process.

Presentation 8. The entry should consist of a trifold or any presentation board that is 2 ft x 3 ft display
utilizing the provided template within the crate.

Winners 9. Top 5 in each class will be put on display during the 2027 Farm Show. 

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE PRE-ENTERED ONLINE BY DECEMBER 1, 2025 AT:
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html

Chairperson: Chris Davis
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Competition Crate

Competition Crate Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

CHART OF CLASSES

Class 110 Grades K-2

Class 111 Grades 3-5

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/farmshow/pa-farm-show/exhibit/forms-registration.html
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