
DEPARTMENT 20 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE

Maria Gorgo-Simcox is a bilingual Commercial Horticulture Extension
Educator with Penn State Extension and an Affiliate Instructor in the
Department of Plant Pathology and Environmental Microbiology at
Pennsylvania State University. Her work focuses on integrated pest
management (IPM), farm food safety (FSMA/GAP), and workforce
development across Pennsylvania’s specialty crop industries. She develops
and delivers applied training programs to support farm productivity, safety,
and communication, and contributes to research and outreach initiatives that
strengthen agricultural operations and workforce skills, including programs
that engage Spanish-speaking farmers and employees.
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2027 PA Farm Show
Department 20 - Mushrooms

MEET YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON!

ENTRY DEADLINE

All entries must be made online using  ShoWorks software no later than 6:00 p.m., January 6, 2027.

Please be sure to review all general rules and department rules prior to entering.

Pennsylvania's State Fair showcases top competitors from
108 county and local fairs, and the diversity and quality of
Pennsylvania's agriculture industry, the innovative people

who make it thrive, and the faces of our proud past and
promising future. The show offers visitors a peek into the

industry that supports 593,000 Pennsylvania jobs and
contributes $132.5 billion to Pennsylvania's economy every

year.  See you at the PA Farm Show!

PA Secretary of Agriculture, Russell C. Redding

https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
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Growing
Requirements

1. Exhibits shown must have been grown by the exhibitor in Pennsylvania since the 2026 Farm
Show.

Entry Limits
2. No exhibits or package of mushrooms entered in one class shall be eligible for premiums in
any other class, except as plainly noted in the Premium List. No exhibitor may enter more than
one exhibit for competition in any class or division of a class.

Check-In

3.  After December 15, 2026, tags must be picked up in person in the days prior to the start of
the Farm Show. Bring or send entered exhibits directly to the Farm Show Complex so as to
arrive between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027 to the Main Hall Mushroom
Exhibit. No pre- registered exhibits accepted after 1:00 pm. on Friday, January 8, 2027. New
entries  will not be accepted on site. Mark each package plainly with the grower’s name and
what the package contains. Prepay all shipping charges when sending mushrooms to
Harrisburg. Mark clearly each variety and the class or classes in which you have entered.

Premium Eligibility
4. No premiums will be awarded in any class unless the exhibits are worthy. Judges may
withhold any premiums for lack of merit or may award second or third premiums only if
deemed best. Misnamed varieties will not be considered eligible for premiums.

Time of Judging 5. Judging will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027.

Pick-Up

6. All entries remain the property of the exhibitor providing they are claimed between 3:00 p.m.
and 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027. No entries may be removed before the close of
the show. Any exhibit removed before the listed times without Show Management approval will
result in forfeiture of all premiums. If to be claimed by the exhibitor or his representative, “will
call for” must appear on the general entry blank. Unless called for within the allotted time, the
exhibits become the property of the show.
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rules and regulations

See General Rules, Regulations & Health Requirements online at https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations

An entry fee of $1 per OPEN SHOW entry will be charged for each entry registered by 12/15/2026.
An entry fee of $2 per OPEN SHOW entry will be charged for each entry registered after 12/15/2026.

ALL ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED ONLINE ONLY. Early entry is encouraged.
ENTRIES CLOSE AT 6:00 P.M., WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2027

HOW TO ENTER

Register all entries for each exhibitor in the family
before proceeding to payment section.

Be sure to click the SUBMIT button when you have
completed your entries.

Check your email inbox for a confirmation email
with a list of your entries and invoice.

Step by step entry document

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations/documents/general%20rules%20and%20regulations.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations/documents/general%20rules%20and%20regulations.pdf
https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/forms-registration/Documents/FairEntry.Family.Entries.Guide.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-and-registration/documents/showorkslivestockhowto.pdf
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DIVISION 0001 - 3 LB. BASKET WOOD OR CORRUGATED

Class 1 Off white - Button (0.75"-1.25") Class 3 Off white - Large (2.25"-2.75")

Class 2 Off white - Mediums (1.25"-2.25") Class 4 Off white - Jumbo (2.75" and up)

DIVISION 0002 - SPECIALTY

Other edible mushroom crops not listed above. Best display of overwrap and bulk, fresh, or dry. Only one (1) entry per
species per individual in this class: for example, Shiitake, Portobello, etc.

Class 12 Shiitake (3 lbs.) Class 20 Portobello bulk (3 or 5 lbs.)

Class `14 Oyster (3 lbs.) Class 21 Other (can include beech, maitake, enoki, etc.)

Class 16 Baby Portobello/Crimini (3 or 5 lbs.)

DIVISION 0001 PREMIUMS

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$13.73 $11.44 $9.16 $8.01 $5.72

DIVISION 0002 PREMIUMS

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$26.33 $22.89 $19.45 $16.02 $11.44

3

Mushrooms

Mushroom Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

4:00 p.m.
Main Hall

DATE/TIMEJUDGES

TBA

DIVISION 0003 - CREATIVITY

Class 31 Mushroom Centerpiece Arrangement - open to the general public

DIVISION 0003 PREMIUMS

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$26.33 $22.89 $19.45 $16.02 $11.44 Rosette

DIVISION 0004 - BEST OVERALL - SPECIAL AWARDS

Class 32
The Best Overall display will receive a plaque in memory of Tony Puglio by Giorgio Mushrooms, Dave
Anspach, PO Box 96, Temple, PA 19560.

Class 33
The Second Best Overall display will receive a plaque in memory of Tony Puglio by Giorgio Mushrooms,
Dave Anspach, PO Box 96, Temple, PA 19560.

Class 34
The Third Best Overall display will receive a plaque in memory of Tony Puglio by Giorgio Mushrooms,
Dave Anspach, PO Box 96, Temple, PA 19560.


	2027 PA Farm Show
	Department 20 - Mushrooms
	MEET YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIR PERSON!
	Maria Gorgo-Simcox is a bilingual Commercial Horticulture Extension Educator with Penn State Extension and an Affiliate Instructor in the Department of Plant Pathology and Environmental Microbiology at Pennsylvania State University. Her work focuses on integrated pest management (IPM), farm food safety (FSMA/GAP), and workforce development across Pennsylvania’s specialty crop industries. She develops and delivers applied training programs to support farm productivity, safety, and communication, and contributes to research and outreach initiatives that strengthen agricultural operations and workforce skills, including programs that engage Spanish-speaking farmers and employees.

	ENTRY DEADLINE
	All entries must be made online using  ShoWorks software no later than 6:00 p.m., January 6, 2027.
	Please be sure to review all general rules and department rules prior to entering.
	Pennsylvania's State Fair showcases top competitors from 108 county and local fairs, and the diversity and quality of Pennsylvania's agriculture industry, the innovative people who make it thrive, and the faces of our proud past and promising future. The show offers visitors a peek into the industry that supports 593,000 Pennsylvania jobs and contributes $132.5 billion to Pennsylvania's economy every year.  See you at the PA Farm Show!


	DEPARTMENT 20 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE


	rules and regulations
	Growing Requirements
	1. Exhibits shown must have been grown by the exhibitor in Pennsylvania since the 2026 Farm Show.
	Entry Limits
	2. No exhibits or package of mushrooms entered in one class shall be eligible for premiums in any other class, except as plainly noted in the Premium List. No exhibitor may enter more than one exhibit for competition in any class or division of a class.
	Check-In
	3.  After December 15, 2026, tags must be picked up in person in the days prior to the start of the Farm Show. Bring or send entered exhibits directly to the Farm Show Complex so as to arrive between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027 to the Main Hall Mushroom Exhibit. No pre- registered exhibits accepted after 1:00 pm. on Friday, January 8, 2027. New entries  will not be accepted on site. Mark each package plainly with the grower’s name and what the package contains. Prepay all shipping charges when sending mushrooms to Harrisburg. Mark clearly each variety and the class or classes in which you have entered.
	Premium Eligibility
	4. No premiums will be awarded in any class unless the exhibits are worthy. Judges may withhold any premiums for lack of merit or may award second or third premiums only if deemed best. Misnamed varieties will not be considered eligible for premiums.
	Time of Judging
	5. Judging will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027.
	Pick-Up
	6. All entries remain the property of the exhibitor providing they are claimed between 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 2027. No entries may be removed before the close of the show. Any exhibit removed before the listed times without Show Management approval will result in forfeiture of all premiums. If to be claimed by the exhibitor or his representative, “will call for” must appear on the general entry blank. Unless called for within the allotted time, the exhibits become the property of the show.
	See General Rules, Regulations & Health Requirements online at https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations
	An entry fee of $1 per OPEN SHOW entry will be charged for each entry registered by 12/15/2026. An entry fee of $2 per OPEN SHOW entry will be charged for each entry registered after 12/15/2026.
	ALL ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED ONLINE ONLY. Early entry is encouraged. ENTRIES CLOSE AT 6:00 P.M., WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2027

	HOW TO ENTER
	DEPARTMENT 20 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE

	Mushrooms
	JUDGES
	DATE/TIME
	TBA
	Mushroom Judging Friday, January 8, 2027 4:00 p.m. Main Hall


	DEPARTMENT 20 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE


