
DEPARTMENT 16 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE

Patrick Ruddy is the chair person for potatoes. He has been a avid
volunteer for the show for many years. Patrick is passionate about
the growers and shows his dedication while working with his
committee to make sure all classes are accurate each year. He
enjoys meeting with potato growers and industry enthusiasts
during entry drop off. 
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Kelly Weisner is the chairperson of the PA 4-H Potato Grading and
Identification Contest. Kelly is a 4-H Educator in Lehigh County and
is happy to provide this unique experience to 4-H members.

2027 PA Farm Show
Department 16 - Potatoes

MEET YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIR PEOPLE!

ENTRY DEADLINE

All entries must be made online using  ShoWorks software no later than 6:00 p.m., January 6, 2027.

Please be sure to review all general rules and department rules prior to entering.

Pennsylvania's State Fair showcases top competitors from
108 county and local fairs, and the diversity and quality of
Pennsylvania's agriculture industry, the innovative people

who make it thrive, and the faces of our proud past and
promising future. The show offers visitors a peek into the

industry that supports 593,000 Pennsylvania jobs and
contributes $132.5 billion to Pennsylvania's economy every

year.  See you at the PA Farm Show!

PA Secretary of Agriculture, Russell C. Redding

https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
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Growing
Requirements

1. Exhibits shown must have been grown by the exhibitor in Pennsylvania since the 2027 Farm
Show.

Tubers 2. An exhibit shall consist of 20 washed tubers of a named variety, except for classes 8, 9, 10,
and 19.

Entry Limits 3. Exhibitors may enter in as many named varieties as desired within one division, but only one
entry for each class unless otherwise specified.

Entry Blank
4. If mailing your entries, every exhibitor must place inside the package containing the exhibit
(or exhibits) an entry blank, giving the name, address, county, variety name, entry fee, and class
in which the exhibit is entered. Unclassed exhibits will be disqualified.

Incomplete Entries 5. Any entries delivered without online registration and payment before the deadline will be
disqualified.

Premiums 6. Only quality exhibits will receive premiums.

Farm Show Tags
7. For entries made prior to December 15, pre-printed entry tags will be mailed to the exhibitor
to attach to their exhibit(s) prior to delivery to the Farm Show. Exhibitors must keep all marks of
identity off exhibits until judging is completed.

Check-In 8. Check-in is from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 7, 2027, for pre-registered
exhibits. All entries are accepted online only and new entries will not be accepted on site.

Judging Time 9. Judging will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, January 8, 2027.

Release

10. All entries remain the property of the exhibitor providing the same are claimed at 5 p.m. on
Saturday, January 16, 2027. No entries may be removed before the close of the show. If to be
claimed by the exhibitor, “will call for” must appear on the Box-Master List. Unless called for,
the exhibits become property of the show. Any exhibit removed prior to the close of the show
without Show Management approval will result in forfeiture of all premiums.
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See General Rules, Regulations & Health Requirements online at
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations

An entry fee of $1 per OPEN SHOW entry will be charged for each entry registered by 12/15/2026.
An entry fee of $2 per OPEN SHOW entry will be charged for each entry registered after 12/15/2026.

Registration

HOW TO ENTER

Register all entries for each exhibitor in the family
before proceeding to payment section.

Be sure to click the SUBMIT button when you have
completed your entries.

Check your email inbox for a confirmation email
with a list of your entries and invoice.

Step by step entry document

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-regulations/documents/general%20rules%20and%20regulations.pdf
https://pafarmfl.fairwire.com/
https://www.farmshow.pa.gov/pafarmshow/exhibit/forms-registration/Documents/FairEntry.Family.Entries.Guide.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/farmshow/documents/pafarmshow/exhibit/rules-and-registration/documents/showorkslivestockhowto.pdf
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DIVISION 0001 - OPEN DIVISION

Class 1
Washed Exhibit of Katahdin, Eva, Reba, Superior,
or Envol varieties. Specify variety.

Class 7

Special Major Chipping Potato Class - One of the
following washed exhibits of Andover, Marcy,
Lamoka, Pike, or Snowden and any other variety.
(Exhibitors in this class cannot also enter the
same variety in another class.) 

Class 2
Washed Exhibit of Kennebec or other named
white skinned varieties not listed in Class 1.
Specify variety.

Class 8
Washed Exhibit of red B’s in a quart box. Specify
variety. 

Class 3
Washed Exhibit of Yukon Gold, Lehigh, Norwis, or
other named white skinned yellow flesh varieties.
Specify variety.

Class 9
Washed Exhibit of white B’s in a quart box. Specify
variety. 

Class 4
Washed Exhibit of Russet Norkotah, or other
named russeted skin varieties. Specify variety.

Class 10
Washed Exhibit of Fingerlings in a quart box.
Specify variety. 

 Class 5
Washed Exhibit of red skin varieties. Specify
variety.

Class 11 Champion Open Division

Class 6
Washed Exhibit of named blue skin varieties.
Specify variety.

DIVISION 0002 - JUNIOR DIVISION (VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE OR 4-H CLUB)

Class 12
Washed Exhibit of Katahdin, Kennebec, Superior,
Norchip, Monona, or other named white skin
varieties. Specify variety.

Class 16
Washed Exhibit of named blue skin varieties.
Specify variety.

Class 13
Washed Exhibit of Yukon Gold, Lehigh, Norwis, or
other named white-skinned, yellow-flesh varieties.
Specify variety. 

Class 17

Special Major Chipping Potato Class - One of the
following washed exhibits of Andover, Marcy,
Lamoka, Pike, or Snowden. (Exhibitors in this class
cannot also enter the same variety in another
class.)

Class 14
Washed Exhibit of Russet, Norkotah, or other
named russeted skin varieties. Specify variety.

Class 18 Champion Junior Division

Class 15
Washed Exhibit of red skin varieties. Specify
variety.
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Potato Classes

Potato Judging
Friday, January 8, 2027

9:00 a.m.
Main Hall Potato Exhibit

DATE/TIMEJUDGE

Bob Leiby, Kutztown, PA

DIVISION 0003 - OVERSIZED POTATO

Class 19
Largest Potato. One entry per exhibitor. The variety must be named. Awards will be made based on weight
and tuber appearance.

 DIVISION 0004 - Potato Basket Division

Class 20 At least 10 red, white, and blue potatoes grown in Pennsylvania, attractively placed in a basket
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DIVISION 0005 - GRAND CHAMPION

Class 21 Grand Champion Exhibit. The best exhibit in the show. Rosette

Class 22 Reserve Grand Champion Exhibit Rosette

UNCLASSED
Unclassed. Small bags of grower samples will be accepted for exhibit at the show. Samples will not be judged, and no
premiums will be awarded.

POTATO PREMIUMS
Class # 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

1-10, 19, 20 $57.22 $45.78 $34.33 $22.89 $11.44

12-17 $34.33 $28.61 $22.89 $17.17 $11.44

11 & 18 Champion Ribbons

21 $286.11 - Grand Champion Rosette

22 $114.44 - Reserve Grand Champion Rosette

PREMIUM SPECIAL
First place Potato Class winners sponsored by the Pennsylvania Cooperative Potato Growers, Inc., Nathan Tallman, General
Manager, 3107 N. Front St., Ste. 100, Harrisburg, PA 17110.  Additional premiums offered in the 2025 Pennsylvania Farm Show
Potato Dept. made possible by a $500 matching grant. 

Rohrer Seeds, Doug Rohrer, 2472 Old Philadelphia Pike, PO Box 250, Smoketown, PA 17576, will provide additional premiums to the
following champions:

Class 11 Champion Open Division - $50
Class 18 Champion Junior Division - $50

Class 21 Grand Champion - $75
Class 22 Reserve Grand Champion - $50
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DIVISION 0007 - FARM SHOW MR. SPUDS CONTEST

Contest open to all youth 18 years and younger as of January 1, 2027. Objective is to create the most original raw potato
decorated as Farm Show Mr. Spuds. The exhibitor must use a real potato and may decorate it using any materials
chosen by the exhibitor. Entries will be accepted in the Potato Department through 6 p.m. Thursday, January 6, 2024.
Enter class based on age as of January 1, 2027.

Class 1. 8 years old and younger
Class 2. 9-14 years old.
Class 3. 15-18 years old.

Mr. Spuds
Premiums

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$17.17 $13.80 $11.44 $9.16 $6.86
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Potato Contests

DIVISION 0006 - MASHED POTATO CANDY

A confection that uses mashed potatoes as an ingredient. To be judged on general appearance (size, shape, and color)
and sensory qualities (aroma, flavor, moistness, and texture). No commercial mixes are to be used. Place wrapped food
items on a disposable base. The recipe, typed on an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper, must be submitted with the entry. Entries
open to the public.

Class 23. Candy

Candy
Premiums

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

$40.06 $34.33 $28.61 $22.88 $17.17
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4-H Potato Grading and Identification

4-H Potato Grading and Identification
Tuesday, January 12, 2027

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Keystone Conference Center

DATE/TIME

Entries

1. This is an individual and team competition event. Each participant will compete in the contest
as an Individual and will also be competing as part of a team, when possible. There are four
categories of competition, described below. Each team will consist of either three or four 4-H
Club members. When four members have been entered, the three individuals attaining the
highest scores will be considered the team. If a county does not have enough participants to
send a team, they may join another county and send a multi-county team, or enter the 4-H
members as individuals who will be grouped by the contest staff into teams. However, if there
are enough participants in a county, then you must compose the team from the members in
that county. You may not register a multi-county team if there are enough participants in
either county to make up a county team.

There are five categories of competition, and one category of non-competitive participation,
described below. Coaches will fill an A team first, then one B team, followed by a C team, and
then additional 4-H members can participate in D. We will move any D individuals to an open A,
B, or C space if the county is not at capacity. 

Classes

2. Class 25. A Team Division
Each county with 3 or 4 contestants will be entered into the A Team Division. Each county
must fill an A team before adding additional B or C contestants. Members of the winning A
Team, including the alternate, are eligible only for the Honor’s Division in subsequent years.

Class 26. B Team Division
Additional contestants, no more than 4, will be entered into the B Team Division.

Class 27. C Team Division
Additional contestants, no more than 4, will be entered into the C Team Division.

D Division (Beginner Individuals)
Beginner contestants ages 8-18, in their first year of competition who register in this
division will be scored individually only, not as part of a team. (Beginner contestants may
choose one of the divisions and only one: A Team, B Team, C Team, or D.)

E Division
Additional participants, exceeding the 1 A team, 1 B team, 1 C team, and D Beginner
Individuals per county, will be entered into the E Division as non-competitive individuals. This
division is meant to allow participants to come and experience the contest. They will not be
scored, but at the end of the event the correct answers will be made available for review.
They will be invited to participate as if it is a scored contest, being called into the
competition room at a specified time after the A, B, C, D, and Honors are complete. The
event staff will not time E participants at the Grading Table (coaches may do so for their
group). The E Division includes 4-H Cloverbuds.

Class 28. Honors
The Honors Division is open to youths who have participated and won the event as a
member of an A Team in previous Farm Show Potato Judging competitions.

Class 29. All contestants in A, B, C, and D will also be scored individually.



DEPARTMENT 16 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITORS GUIDE 8

4-H Potato Grading and Identification

Registration

3. Registration is a two-step process:
1.  Individual Registration by families in Zsuites (under Events) by December 10.
2.  County Registration by Coach/Staff due December 20 in Qualtrics which is distributed to

4-H Staff. Information needed:
Coach name and contact info
Divisions entering (A, B, C, D, E - including Cloverbuds, Honors)
Names of youth on each team (these can change the day of the contest)
Any youth with special needs who may need accommodations

Awards

4. Appropriate ribbons will be provided at the contest. Premium checks will be mailed to the
winning county Extension offices after the event.

Class 25: Division A (per team) Ribbons and premiums for first, $61.20; second, $45.90; third,
$30.60; fourth, $20.40.
Class 26: Division B (per team) Ribbons and premiums for first, $35.70; second, $28.05; third,
$20.40; fourth, $15.30.
Class 27: Division C (per team) Ribbons and premiums for first, $14.28; second, $13.26; third,
$12.24; fourth, $11.22.
Class 28: Honors Division Ribbons and premiums for first, $15.30; second, $10.20; third, $5.10.
Class 29: Individual Ribbons for A, B, C, and D contestants, first, second, third.

Basis of Award 5. Awards will be made on a team basis. The judging will be done according to the rules and
under the supervision of the Pennsylvania State Extension Service.

Arrival 6. Participants should register at 9:00 a.m. in the Allegheny Room (Room D), 2  Floor, Main
Farm Show Building. 
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