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The Ethics Act states that public office is
a public trust, and that any efforts to
receive personal financial gain through
public office other than compensation
provided for by law is a violation of that
trust. We therefore seek to educate and
inform public officials and public
employees about their responsibilities
under the Ethics Act, increasing the
public’s trust in those public officials
and public employees serving at the

“ & state, county, and local government

- levels.

ABOUT THE COMMISSION

e Originally created by Act 170
of 1978 as an independent
state agency

e Overseen by seven
Commissioners appointed by

the Governor, House, and CONTACT US FOR ASSISTANCE AND
Senate GUIDANCE:

e Employs 21 staff members 613 North Street, Room 309
who serve its Administrative, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0400
Investigative, and Legal (717) 783-1610
Divisions 800-932-0936 (toll free in PA)

www.ethics.pa.gov




RECENT COMMISSION DECISIONS

A member of a Township Board of Supervisors violated the conflict of
interests provision of the Ethics Act when he used the authority of his
public position for the private pecuniary benefit of himself and his
vehicle dealership by participating in discussions and actions of the
Township to purchase a vehicle from his dealership. Shirn, Order No.
1835.

The Recorder of Deeds for Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, violated the
conflict of interests provision of the Ethics Act when she appointed her
brother as First Deputy Recorder of Deeds and voted to approve his
salary. Dudish, Order No. 1833.

A member of a Township Board of Commissioners violated the conflict
of interests provision of the Ethics Act when he participated in actions,
including voting, to approve the issuance and refunding of two bonds
for the Township which included a business from which he was seeking
and accepted employment. The Commission ordered payment of
$3,000 to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Kuzma, Order No. 1832.

A Borough Council member violated the conflict of interests provision
of the Ethics Act when he participated in discussions with Borough
Council about considering the insurance agency where he was
employed to become the Borough’s health insurance agent, and also
voted to change the Borough’s health insurance agent to the insurance
agency, resulting in a private pecuniary benefit to the insurance
agency. McDevitt, Order No. 1831.

A Borough Council member violated the conflict of interests provision
of the Ethics Act when he participated in discussions and actions of
Borough Council to hire and pay a business with which he is associated
to disinfect Borough offices, resulting in a private pecuniary gain to
the Borough Council member. The Commission required the Borough
Council member to pay $4,000 to the Borough. Capobianco, Order No.
1829.

A Borough Council member violated the conflict of interests provision
of the Ethics Act when he participated in actions of Borough Council to
enact an ordinance which created new compensation for his role as
Borough Fire Marshal and to set his own salary as Borough Emergency
Management Coordinator. The Commission ordered the Borough
Council member pay $960 to the Borough. Powers, Order No. 1830.


https://www.ethicsrulings.pa.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=572096&dbid=0&repo=Ethics
https://www.ethicsrulings.pa.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=569331&dbid=0&repo=Ethics
https://www.ethicsrulings.pa.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=569333&dbid=0&repo=Ethics
https://www.ethicsrulings.pa.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=544456&dbid=0&repo=Ethics
https://www.ethicsrulings.pa.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=544457&dbid=0&repo=Ethics
https://www.ethicsrulings.pa.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=544453&dbid=0&repo=Ethics

WHO IS SUBJECT TO THE
ETHICS ACT?

THE RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES PROVISIONS OF THE ETHICS
ACT APPLY TO ALL “PUBLIC OFFICIALS” AND “PUBLIC
EMPLOYEES” IN PENNSYLVANIA.

PUBLIC OFFICIALS PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

Any individual employed by the
Any person elected by the Commonwealth or a political
public or elected or subdivision who is responsible

appointed by a for taking or recommending
governmental body or an official action of a

appointed official in the nonministerial nature with
executive, legislative or regard to:

judicial branch of this e contracting or
Commonwealth or any procurement;

political subdivision administering or monitoring

thereof. grants or subsidies;
planning or zoning;
inspecting, licensing,
regulating or auditing any
person; or
any other activity where the
official action has an
economic impact of greater
than a de minimis nature on
the interests of any person.




WE CAN HELP YOU AVOID AN
ETHICS VIOLATION!

The State Ethics Commission is authorized to issue
Advisory Opinions regarding the duties and
responsibilities of individuals subject to the Ethics Act.
Advisories are issued as to prospective conduct only.

Click here for more information on requesting_an
Advisory Opinion.

The Commission also provides live (in person and virtual)
trainings!

Click here to request training for your governmental
body or organization.



https://www.ethics.pa.gov/How-To/Pages/How-To-Request-an-Advisory-Opinion.aspx
https://www.ethics.pa.gov/How-To/Pages/How-To-Request-an-Advisory-Opinion.aspx
https://www.ethics.pa.gov/How-To/Pages/How-To-Request-Ethics-Training.aspx
https://www.ethics.pa.gov/How-To/Pages/How-To-Request-Ethics-Training.aspx

GET TO KNOW US:

MARY FOX,
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
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Mary Fox, Esq., has served as Executive Director of the State Ethics
Commission since April 2022. She also formerly served as an
attorney for both the Commission’s Legal and Investigative
Divisions.

Ms. Fox’s favorite part of serving as Executive Director is teaching
public officials and public employees about their obligations under
the Ethics Act in an effort to help them stay on the right side of the

Act.

Ms. Fox is a native of EIk County, Pennsylvania, and has lived and
worked in Harrisburg for 18 years. She has an undergraduate degree
in Psychology from the University of Pittsburgh and her law degree
from Penn State Dickinson School of Law.
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