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MESSAGE: 
 
Child Nutrition Program sponsor questions regarding share tables and food donations are often 
presented to the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), Bureau of Food and Nutrition (BFN), as 
related issues. This memo brings together guidance from the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA), Bureau of Food Safety and Laboratory 
Services, to help inform practices in both of these areas. 
 
Share Tables 
 
On June 22, 2016, USDA released memo SP 41-2016, CACFP 13-2016, SFSP 15-2016, The 
Use of Share Tables in Child Nutrition Programs. This memo stresses the importance of compliance 
with state and local health and food safety codes when implementing share tables. 
 
A locality may be under the jurisdiction of a local or county health department rather than PDA, Bureau 
of Food Safety and Laboratory Services. However, PDA is the state agency responsible for the 
regulations that govern retail food safety in Pennsylvania, which are to be enforced by all jurisdictions 
regulating retail food facilities. 
 
The Pennsylvania Food Code does not allow food that has been sold, served, or in the possession of a 
consumer to be used for human consumption, except under very limited circumstances. PDA issued 
the attached memo dated July 28, 2016, granting a variance approval with respect to 7 PA Code 
Chapter 46, Food Code Section 3-306.14. This variance allows aspects of share tables to be practiced 
at facilities participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program 
(SBP), Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), and Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) as 
outlined in the memo. The variance allows unopened, commercially packaged foods, fresh whole 
pieces of fruit, and unopened containers of juice or milk to be served at one additional time. Proper 
procedures must be followed, including monitoring of the share table by a food service employee and 
maintenance of appropriate temperature controls. Although not specified in the PDA memo, note that 
fresh, whole pieces of fruit that are not sealed or wrapped must be rewashed prior to being re-served, 
as required by Food Code Section 3-302.15. 
 
Food Donation 
 
In November 2011, the National School Lunch Act was amended to address food donation in Food and 
Nutrition Service (FNS) Food Programs (NSLP, SBP, CACFP, and SFSP). USDA provides guidance in 
the attached memo SP 11-2012, dated February 3, 2012. 
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FNS programs are encouraged to plan production to minimize leftovers. If there are many leftovers on a 
frequent basis, menu planning and production should be adjusted. When there are leftovers, they 
should be used within the FNS programs as permitted by program regulations, and state and local 
health and sanitation codes. 
 
When leftovers cannot be used in the FNS programs, program operators are encouraged to donate 
them to a non-profit organization, such as a food bank, homeless shelter, or other non-profit charitable 
organization as permitted by state and local health and sanitation codes. 
 
Leftover food that has not been served, has been kept under the supervision of food service 
professionals, and handled according to proper food safety practices may be donated if it cannot be 
used in the FNS food program. 
 
The Bureau of Food and Nutrition is hopeful Child Nutrition Program providers find opportunities to 
reduce food waste by repurposing food according to the guidance in these USDA and PDA memos. 
 
Address questions related to food safety in the implementation of share tables or food donation to the 
state, local, or county health and food safety official. See www.agriculture.pa.gov for information. 
 
Program operators may direct questions specific to the use of share tables in Child Nutrition Programs 
to the respective program staff: 
 

• School Nutrition Programs: RA-NSLP@pa.gov 
• Child and Adult Care Food Program: RA-CACFP@pa.gov 
• Summer Food Service Program: RA-SFSP@pa.gov 

 
Attachments 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Bureau of Food Safety and Laboratory Services letter July 28, 
2016 
 
USDA Memo SP 41-2016, CACFP 13-2016, SFSP 15-2016: The Use of Share Tables in Child Nutrition 
Programs 
 
USDA Memo SP 11-2012, CACFP 05-2012, SFSP 07-2012: Guidance on the Food Donation Program 
in Child Nutrition Program 
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