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State Board of Private Academic Schools 
607 South Drive, Harrisburg PA 17120-0600 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
October 17, 2025 
The meeting of the State Board of Private Academic Schools convened on Friday, October 17, 2025, via 
hybrid meeting on Microsoft Teams and in-person at Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance 
Network (PaTTAN) in Harrisburg, PA. Public notice of the meeting was published in accordance with the 
Sunshine Meeting Act of 1986. The meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m. by Jane Allis, Chairperson. 
 
Board Members in Attendance 
Jane Allis, Chairperson  
Douglas Carlquist  
Carol Lopus 
Dr. Abby Mahone  
Cathy Rohrer 
 
Board Counsel 
Patrick Lord 
 
Staff 
Monica Washington, School Services Director 
Renee Shade, Secretary to the Board 
Sara Hockenberry, Assistant Counsel 
Zachary Stritzinger, Assistant Counsel 
Anita Harvin, Staff 
Jamee Joppy, Staff 
Kenneth Krawchuk, Staff  
Stephanie Nauss, Staff 
Mary Anne Olley, Office of Child Development & Early Learning  
Kathleen Senft, Teacher Certification  
Janette Fulton, Bureau of Special Education 
 
Visitor Attendees 
Nancy Root, River Rock Academy   Mary Figura 
Joseph Fullorien, Devereux    Debra Thompson 
Colleen Katzenmoyer, Devereux   Silvana Coccimiglio 
Regina Durante, Classical Learning Center Jennifer Hassler 
Susan Nice, Devereux    Cathy Franko 
Jen Ceccardi, River Rock Academy   Mary Pannier 
Jill Crouse-Wolf, River Rock Academy  Sara Kimble, Red Door Early LC 
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Jennifer McEvoy, Camphill School   William King 
Bernard Wolf, Camphill School   Krisa Franzetta 
Faydra Hickson, Avid Learning Center  Diana Hunsberger 
Jennifer Whittaker, Devereux   Joanna DeCola   
Paul D’Amore, Lifeworks    Amy Frazao 
Kara Beem      Lisa Hand 
Audrey Migliario     Avis Newsome-Rivera 
Bethany Eddy      Barbara Pagan 
Amy Townsend     Angela McEwen 
Erik Roussel      John Risner, Steel City Academies 
Klarissa Spencer     Brandi Olliver 
Eva Morrison      Christie Haelle 
Jillian Arnold      Jim Guffey 
 
ROLL CALL 
Erica Stewart conducted the roll call of Board members. 
 
SUNSHINE ACT MEETING NOTICES 
Thursday and Friday Private Academic School Board meetings were published in accordance with the 
Sunshine Act of 1986. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Rohrer, the August 15, 2025, Board meeting minutes were 
approved by unanimous vote. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Hearing Requests 
P. Lord reported there were no requests for hearings.  
 
Presentation of Motions 
S. Hockenberry reported there were no motions to be presented. 
 
Previously Submitted Applications 
 
There were no previously submitted applications. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
New Supplemental Applications for Board Approval 
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Eighteen (18) supplemental applications were submitted for Board approval. 
 

Goddard School, Pittsburgh 
Upon a motion by C. Rohrer and seconded by D. Carlquist, the Goddard School’s supplemental 
application was approved as presented by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Lifeworks School at Media 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist and seconded by A. Mahone, Lifeworks School at Media’s 
supplemental application was approved by unanimous voice vote with a condition to amend the 
schedule to show a longer period for math and also identify when science and social studies are 
integrated.  
 
Martin Luther School 
Upon a motion by A. Mahone and seconded by C. Lopus, Martin Luther School’s supplemental 
application was approved as presented by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Red Door Early Learning Center 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Lopus, Red Door Early Learning Center’s 
supplemental application was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
River Rock Academy, Douglasville 
Upon a motion by A. Mahone, seconded by D. Carlquist, River Rock Academy’s supplemental 
application was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
River Rock Academy, Lancaster 
Upon a motion by C. Rohrer, seconded by C. Lopus, River Rock Academy’s supplemental 
application was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Remaining Supplemental Applications 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by A. Mahone, the remaining supplemental applications 
were approved as presented by unanimous voice vote with 1 condition noted for Butler 
Montessori and with Happiness Hive’s application being removed. 

 
New School Applications for Board Approval 
 
Eleven (11) new schools were presented for Board approval. 
 

1. Avid Learning Academy, Philadelphia 
Upon a motion by C. Rohrer, seconded by D. Carlquist, Avid Learning Academy’s new school 
application was approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 

a. Provide a revised schedule that includes learning activities for Friday and has corrected 
afternoon times. 

2. Classical Learning Center, Allentown 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Lopus, Classical Learning Center’s new school 
application was approved by unanimous voice vote.  
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3. Devereux Day, Audubon 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by A. Mahone, Devereux Day’s new school application 
was approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 
a. Provide required information on an additional teacher to replace Sam Scioli. 

4. Devereux Day, Landenburg 
Upon a motion by A. Mahone, seconded by C. Rohrer, Devereux Day’s new school application was 
approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 

a. Provide the kindergarten progress report. 

5. Devereux PA Brandywine School, West Chester 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Rohrer, Devereux PA Brandywine School’s new 
school application was approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 

a. Renewed emergency permits for five teachers. 
 

6. Devereux School for Integrated Learning, West Chester 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Rohrer, Devereux School for Integrated Learning’s 
new school application was approved by unanimous voice vote.  

 
7. Devereux PA Mapleton School, Malvern 

Upon a motion by A. Mahone, seconded by C. Rohrer, Devereux PA Mapleton School’s new school 
application was approved with two conditions by unanimous voice vote. The conditions were: 

a. Provide the kindergarten progress report. 
b. Renewed emergency permits for five teachers. 

8. Devereux PA Cares School, Downingtown 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by A. Mahone, Devereux PA Cares School’s new school 
application was approved by unanimous voice vote.  

 
9. Goddard School of Spring House, Spring House 

Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Rohrer, Goddard School of Spring House’s new 
school application was approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 

a. Provide a letter detailing information on two teachers who will fill in for and work in the 
classroom with the two teachers waiting for PAS certification . 

10. South Hills Interfaith Movement, Pittsburgh 
Upon a motion by C. Lopus, seconded by C. Rohrer, South Hills Interfaith Movement’s new school 
application was approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 

a. Provide information required on the assistant/aide for the classroom . 

11. Steel City Academies, Fredericktown 
Upon a motion by A. Mahone, seconded by D. Carlquist, Steel City Academies’ new school 
application was approved with one condition by unanimous voice vote. The condition was: 

a. Provide updated schedules as follows:  Grades 1-3 change math periods from exclusive 
Study Island to more representative of teacher led and on-line time; Grades 9-12 remove 
“elective” from math, science, and art . 
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Education Directors for Board Approval 
Upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Rohrer, the listing of new Education Directors was 
approved by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Board Policy Statements, Patrick Lord 
P. Lord indicated that he is working with R. Shade, J. Allis and D. Carlquist to amend current Board policy 
statements and that the amendments will be done in thirds.  He plans to have the first set of policy 
statements sent out to the Board members for approval and adoption at the January 2026 Board 
meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION/INFORMATION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items of business and upon a motion by D. Carlquist, seconded by C. Rohrer, the 
meeting was adjourned at 11:42 a.m. by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 

 
_______________________________________ 
Renee Shade 
Secretary to the Board 
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