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Today’s Objectives

• Welcome and Purpose Setting

• Act 135 of 2024 Legislation

• Resources and Implementation

• Act 47 of 2025

2



Act 135 of 2024

• Act 135 of 2024, signed into law in October 2024, expands 
access to Structured Literacy in Pennsylvania schools to 
improve literacy achievement for all students. 

Evidence-Based High-Quality Materials
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https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information?sessYr=2024&sessInd=0&actNum=135
https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information?sessYr=2024&sessInd=0&actNum=135


Evidence-Based Reading 
Instruction

Evidence-based reading instruction (EBRI) is a program of 
structured literacy

• aligns with the Science of Reading; 

• includes explicit and systematic instruction in phonemic awareness, 
the alphabetic principle, decoding, encoding, fluency, vocabulary,    
comprehension, and building content knowledge. 

EBRI MAY NOT include three-cueing, which is a model of 
teaching students to read based on meaning, structure, syntax, 
and visual cues (MSV).
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Reading Leadership Council 
Established

The Department of Education (Department) 
established a Reading Leadership Council 
(Council) to advise the Department in the 
development and maintenance of 
professional development training programs, 
universal reading screeners, curriculum 
materials, and intervention resources to 
support LEAs across the Commonwealth.
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Reading Leadership Council

The Council consists of 20 current Pennsylvania Educators 
representing:

• Elementary public-school staff

• Reading specialists

• Literacy coaches

• Special education teachers and supervisors

• Public school administrators

• Speech-language pathologists and school psychologists

• Postsecondary Education Preparation Program instructors
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Structured Literacy Webpage

Act 135 | Department of Education | 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

• Act 135 Resources:

• Professional Development 
Training Programs

• Reading Instruction 
Curriculum Materials

• Reading Intervention and 
Supplementary Materials

• Reading Universal Screeners
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https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/elementary-and-secondary-education/curriculum/english-language-arts/act-135
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/elementary-and-secondary-education/curriculum/english-language-arts/act-135


Professional Development Training 
Programs

Structured literacy professional 
development training programs requisites:

• Evidence-based intervention practices 
in structured literacy

• Explicit and systematic instruction in 
phonological and phonemic awareness

• The alphabetic principle, decoding and 
encoding, fluency and vocabulary

• Reading comprehension and building 
content knowledge
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Professional Development Training 
Programs Guidance

Professional development 

guidance considerations for LEAs:

• Performance Insights

• Capacity and Resources

• Cost, Accessibility, and 

Sustainability

• Inclusivity and Differentiation

• Structure and Format 

• Application and Impact
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Professional Development Training 
Programs List

The professional development 
list includes:

• Pennsylvania developed 
courses

• International Dyslexia 
Association Independent 
Training Programs

• International Dyslexia 
Association Higher Education 
Training Programs
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Pennsylvania Developed Courses

PDE Introduction to Structured Literacy

(10 hours, asynchronous, free)

OCDEL Structured Literacy for PK-3 Educators

(2 hours, asynchronous, free)

PaTTAN Science of Reading Course

(10 hours, asynchronous- fall, spring, summer, 
free)

PaTTAN SL: What Administrators Need to Know

(Act 45 Course, 30 hours, synchronous- cohorts, 
reasonable fee, available both through PaTTAN 
Central and select Intermediate Units)

11

https://pdc.pdesas.org/Course/CourseCatalog
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/search/(slider-new:369309/detail)
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/search/(slider-new:369309/detail)
https://www.papdregistry.org/v7/trainings/search/(slider-new:369309/detail)
https://www.pattan.net/Events/On-line-Courses/Course-3181/Events/Session-38153
https://www.pattan.net/Events/On-line-Courses/Course-3181/Events/Session-38153
https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/Literacy/Structured-Literacy
https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/Literacy/Structured-Literacy


International Dyslexia Association

Training accredited by the 
International Dyslexia 
Association

• Independent Training 
Programs

• Higher Education Training 
Programs

IDA’s Knowledge and Practice 
Standards for Teachers of 

Reading (KPS)
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https://dyslexiaida.wpengine.com/knowledge-and-practices/
https://dyslexiaida.wpengine.com/knowledge-and-practices/
https://dyslexiaida.wpengine.com/knowledge-and-practices/


Professional Development Training 
Programs List- Independent Training Programs

IDA Accreditation Ratings
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Professional Development Training 
Programs List- Higher Education Training Programs

IDA Accreditation Ratings
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Professional Development Training 
Programs Resource
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Chapter 49 of 2022: Who and When?

• Training in structured literacy for educators who hold 
instructional certificates in the following areas:

• Early Childhood

• Elementary/Middle

• Special Education PreK—12

• English as a Second Language

• Reading SpecialistCompetency Program 

Framework Guidelines

Continuing Professional 

Development Programs 
Induction Programs Ed Prep Programs

Structured Literacy
2023-24 

Academic Year
Not applicable

2024-25 

Academic Year
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Comprehensive Plan

A school entity shall submit to 
the Secretary for approval a 3-
year professional education 
plan every 3 years in 
accordance with the 
professional education 
guidelines established by the 
Secretary.
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Reading Instructional Coach

An educator who supports educators in delivering high-quality 
reading instruction. 

Reading instructional coaches must have at 

least three years of experience in the 

teaching of reading and be skilled in 

instruction and intervention of students with 

dyslexia and other language-related 

disabilities.

19



Reading Universal Screeners 1/2

Reading Universal Screener Requisites:

• Align with the essential components of 
evidence-based reading instruction 

• Include phonemic awareness, the alphabetic 
principle, decoding, encoding, fluency, 
vocabulary, and comprehension

• Administered to all students in early 
elementary to determine if a student is at risk 
for developing reading difficulties and may be 
in need of further diagnostic assessment for 
targeted intervention
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Reading Universal Screeners 2/2

• Used as part of a tiered support system, 
such as a multi-tiered system of support 
(MTSS) 

• Measures students’ reading knowledge 
and skills against national norms

Considerations in selection:

• Time required to conduct the screening 

• Timeliness in reporting screening results

• Feedback identifying specific diagnostic 
data needed to develop targeted 
intervention
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Reading Curriculum Materials

Reading Curriculum Materials requisites:

• Align with the PA Standards and the 
Science of Reading

• Include a logical scope and 
sequence

• Incorporate phonemic awareness, 
the alphabetic principle, decoding, 
encoding, fluency, vocabulary, 
comprehension, and building content 
knowledge
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Reading Curriculum Materials
Guidance

Reading Curriculum Materials Guidance 
for LEAs:

• Cost, Training, Sustainability

• Technology Needs and Capabilities

• Evidence Base and Program 
Components

• Usability and Inclusivity

• Professional Development

23



Reading Curriculum Materials 
List
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Reading Curriculum Materials
List Sections
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Reading Curriculum Materials
Resource
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Reading Curriculum Materials
Resource Key
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Reading Curriculum Materials
Resource- “Find” Feature
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Reading Curriculum Materials
Rubric

29



Intervention Materials & 
Approaches

Reading Intervention Materials & 
Approaches requisites:

• Evidence-based, skill-based 
specialized reading, writing, and 
spelling instruction

• Systematic, explicit, and 
intensified based on the needs of 
the student

• Includes phonemic awareness, 
decoding, encoding, fluency, 
vocabulary, and comprehension
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Intervention Materials & Approaches
Supplementary Curriculum Material Guidance

Intervention Materials 

Guidance for LEAs:

• Cost, Training, Sustainability

• Technology Needs and 

Capabilities

• Evidence Base 

• Usability and Inclusivity
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Intervention Materials & Approaches
Supplementary Curriculum Material List
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Intervention Materials & Approaches
List
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Supplementary Curriculum Material
List
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Intervention Materials & Approaches
Supplementary Curriculum Material Resource
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Intervention Materials & 
Approaches Supplementary 
Curriculum Resource- “Find” Feature
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Act 47 of 2025

• Act 47 of 2025, signed into law in November, codifies 
Pennsylvania’s commitment to structured literacy, requiring 
evidence-based reading curriculum, teacher training, early 
screening, and targeted assistance to students with reading 
deficiencies.

Evidence-Based High-Quality Materials
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Act 47 of 2025 Provisions (1)

Evidence-Based High-Quality Materials Act 47 of 2025

Professional Development
Training Programs

LEAs must approve a professional development 

program from the list developed by PDE*. 

LEAs must demonstrate that educator is in the 

process of completing the approved program by the 

beginning of SY 2028-2029

Reading Universal 

Screeners

LEAs must screen K-3 students for reading 

competency three times per school year (beginning, 

middle, and end of school year) using a universal 

screener chosen from the list developed by PDE* by 

SY 2027-2028

*in consultation with the Reading Leadership Council
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Act 47 of 2025 Provisions (2)

Evidence-Based High-Quality Materials Act 47 of 2025

Reading Curriculum 

Materials

LEAs must adopt evidence-based reading curriculum 

materials by SY 2027-2028

Intervention Materials

and Approaches

LEAs must provide a reading intervention plan for each 

student identified as having a reading deficiency by 

2027-2028
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Act 47 of 2025 Provisions (3)

Act 47 of 2025 Additional Provisions Effective Date

LEAs must report to PDE the K-3 reading instruction curriculum materials utilized 

during the 2025-2026 school year.
March 31, 2026

LEAs must identify a lead educator assisting each school with implementing 

evidence-based reading instruction curriculum.
SY 2027-2028

LEAs must report # of K-3 students identified as having a reading deficiency. July 31, 2028
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PDE Resources 1/2

PaSLP Toolkit

PDE Evidence Resource Center

Assessment Center – SAS

PVAAS

Kindergarten Entry Inventory
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/PaSLPToolkit/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/PaSLPToolkit/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.evidenceforpa.org/
https://pdesas.org/assessment/assessment/assessmentcenter
https://pdesas.org/assessment/assessment/assessmentcenter
https://pdesas.org/assessment/assessment/assessmentcenter
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PVAAS/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.kei-pa.org./
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Teachers-Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/PaSLP/Resources/PaSLP%20Poster.pdf


PDE Resources 2/2 

PDE Introduction to

Structured Literacy 

ebook

SL Program 

Framework 

Guidelines

SAS Structured Literacy 

and ELA Communities

PDE SAS - Quick Tidbit - 

Join SAS Communities
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https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/60/?SectionPageItemId=13217
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/60/?SectionPageItemId=13217
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/60/?SectionPageItemId=13217
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/stateboard/documents/structured%20literacy%20competencies%20program%20framework%20guidelines.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/stateboard/documents/structured%20literacy%20competencies%20program%20framework%20guidelines.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/stateboard/documents/structured%20literacy%20competencies%20program%20framework%20guidelines.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJZYXOXfi6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJZYXOXfi6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJZYXOXfi6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJZYXOXfi6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJZYXOXfi6Q


PaTTAN 

• PaTTAN - Literacy

• PATTAN Literacy Hub

• PaTTAN – YouTube

• Assessment of Reading 
Difficulties
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https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/Literacy
https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/Literacy
https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/Literacy
https://www.pattan.net/Evidence-Based-Practices/Literacy
https://sites.google.com/pattan.net/pattan-literacy/home
https://sites.google.com/pattan.net/pattan-literacy/home
https://www.youtube.com/c/PaTTANHBG/playlists?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/c/PaTTANHBG/playlists?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/c/PaTTANHBG/playlists?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/c/PaTTANHBG/playlists?app=desktop
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Assessment-of-Reading-Difficulties-Within-Multi-Ti
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Assessment-of-Reading-Difficulties-Within-Multi-Ti
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Assessment-of-Reading-Difficulties-Within-Multi-Ti


National Centers

• National Center on Intensive Intervention 

(NCII)

• National Center on Improving Literacy 

NCIL

• National Center on Systemic 

Improvement (NCSI)

• IES (ed.gov) Institute for Educational 

Science

• WWC | Assisting Students Struggling with 

Reading Response to Intervention (RtI) 

and Multi-Tier Intervention in the Primary 

Grades (ed.gov)
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https://intensiveintervention.org/
https://intensiveintervention.org/
https://intensiveintervention.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://ncsi.wested.org/
https://ncsi.wested.org/
https://ncsi.wested.org/
https://ies.ed.gov/aboutus/
https://ies.ed.gov/aboutus/
https://ies.ed.gov/aboutus/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/3


Additional Resources

• Building Opportunities in 
Literacy with Reading 
Apprenticeship 

• Evidence-Based Improvement 
Guide- West Ed

• Florida Center for Reading 
Research

• The Reading League

• Structured Literacy Resources-
IDA
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmkto-ab200065.com%2FNjgyLURCVS04MDkAAAGVha6xUQwKGkLT90g_sfKruPm4G1QDdJHOOXX67mhbVEYGAqsfRTx4M-S1fE34WZeQY3IQ1Mg%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckabacher%40pa.gov%7C071fc4f6dc3f4574987b08dcd33a1de9%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638617493771536326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH6npdQ72dvRJvYPolphNNSPmSKzR%2BrqcZrlBsTBrUU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmkto-ab200065.com%2FNjgyLURCVS04MDkAAAGVha6xUQwKGkLT90g_sfKruPm4G1QDdJHOOXX67mhbVEYGAqsfRTx4M-S1fE34WZeQY3IQ1Mg%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckabacher%40pa.gov%7C071fc4f6dc3f4574987b08dcd33a1de9%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638617493771536326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH6npdQ72dvRJvYPolphNNSPmSKzR%2BrqcZrlBsTBrUU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmkto-ab200065.com%2FNjgyLURCVS04MDkAAAGVha6xUQwKGkLT90g_sfKruPm4G1QDdJHOOXX67mhbVEYGAqsfRTx4M-S1fE34WZeQY3IQ1Mg%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckabacher%40pa.gov%7C071fc4f6dc3f4574987b08dcd33a1de9%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638617493771536326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH6npdQ72dvRJvYPolphNNSPmSKzR%2BrqcZrlBsTBrUU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmkto-ab200065.com%2FNjgyLURCVS04MDkAAAGVha6xUQwKGkLT90g_sfKruPm4G1QDdJHOOXX67mhbVEYGAqsfRTx4M-S1fE34WZeQY3IQ1Mg%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckabacher%40pa.gov%7C071fc4f6dc3f4574987b08dcd33a1de9%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638617493771536326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH6npdQ72dvRJvYPolphNNSPmSKzR%2BrqcZrlBsTBrUU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://fcrr.org/
https://fcrr.org/
https://fcrr.org/
https://www.thereadingleague.org/resources/#:~:text=Welcome%20to%20The%20Reading%20League%E2%80%99s
https://www.thereadingleague.org/resources/#:~:text=Welcome%20to%20The%20Reading%20League%E2%80%99s
https://www.smore.com/gr85m
https://www.smore.com/gr85m
https://www.smore.com/gr85m
https://www.smore.com/gr85m


Contact Information

RA-EDSTRUCTUREDLIT@pa.gov
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SAS Structured 

Literacy Learning 

Community

SAS ELA Learning 

Community

mailto:RA-EDSTRUCTUREDLIT@pa.gov
mailto:RA-EDSTRUCTUREDLIT@pa.gov
mailto:RA-EDSTRUCTUREDLIT@pa.gov


Mission

The mission of the Department of Education is to ensure that every learner 
has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares 

children and adults to succeed as productive citizens. 

Further, the Department seeks to establish a culture that is committed to 
improving opportunities throughout the commonwealth by ensuring that 

technical support, resources, and optimal learning environments are 
available for all students, whether children or adults.

47


	Welcome & Agenda
	Slide 1: Structured Literacy Updates
	Slide 2: Today’s Objectives

	Act 135 Resources
	Slide 3: Act 135 of 2024
	Slide 4: Evidence-Based Reading  Instruction
	Slide 5: Reading Leadership Council  Established
	Slide 6: Reading Leadership Council
	Slide 7: Structured Literacy Webpage
	Slide 8: Professional Development Training  Programs
	Slide 9: Professional Development Training  Programs Guidance
	Slide 10: Professional Development Training  Programs List
	Slide 11: Pennsylvania Developed Courses
	Slide 12: International Dyslexia Association
	Slide 13: Professional Development Training  Programs List- Independent Training Programs
	Slide 14: Professional Development Training  Programs List- Higher Education Training Programs
	Slide 15: Professional Development Training  Programs Resource
	Slide 16: Chapter 49 of 2022: Who and When?
	Slide 17: Comprehensive Plan
	Slide 19: Reading Instructional Coach
	Slide 20: Reading Universal Screeners 1/2
	Slide 21: Reading Universal Screeners 2/2
	Slide 22: Reading Curriculum Materials
	Slide 23: Reading Curriculum Materials Guidance
	Slide 24: Reading Curriculum Materials  List
	Slide 25: Reading Curriculum Materials List Sections
	Slide 26: Reading Curriculum Materials Resource
	Slide 27: Reading Curriculum Materials Resource Key
	Slide 28: Reading Curriculum Materials Resource- “Find” Feature
	Slide 29: Reading Curriculum Materials Rubric
	Slide 30: Intervention Materials &  Approaches
	Slide 31: Intervention Materials & Approaches Supplementary Curriculum Material Guidance
	Slide 32: Intervention Materials & Approaches Supplementary Curriculum Material List
	Slide 33: Intervention Materials & Approaches List
	Slide 34: Supplementary Curriculum Material List
	Slide 35: Intervention Materials & Approaches Supplementary Curriculum Material Resource
	Slide 36: Intervention Materials &  Approaches Supplementary  Curriculum Resource- “Find” Feature

	Act 47 of 2025
	Slide 37: Act 47 of 2025
	Slide 38: Act 47 of 2025 Provisions (1)
	Slide 39: Act 47 of 2025 Provisions (2)
	Slide 40: Act 47 of 2025 Provisions (3)

	Resources
	Slide 41: PDE Resources 1/2
	Slide 42: PDE Resources 2/2 
	Slide 43: PaTTAN 
	Slide 44: National Centers
	Slide 45: Additional Resources
	Slide 46: Contact Information
	Slide 47: Mission


