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51.1508 Mental Health Counselor/ 
Counseling 

Definition: A program that prepares individuals to provide evaluations, referrals,  and 
shor t-term counseling services to help people prevent or remediate personal problems, 
conflicts, and emotional crises. Includes instruction in�human development, 
psychopathology, individual and group counseling, personality theory, career assessment, 
patient screening and referral,  observation and testing techniques, interviewing skil ls,  
professional standards and ethics, and applicable laws and regulations.�

Certification to teach CIP 51.1508: 
Requirements to enroll  in a Career and Technical�Instructional  certification program�at an 
approved teacher education institution (T e m p l e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  P e n n S t a t e ,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  P o i n t  P a r k  U n i v e r s i t y , �etc. ):  

Must have 4 years of full-time wage-earning experience in the occupation.�

Must be l icensed as one of the following under the PA State Board of Social  Workers, Marriage 
& Family Therapists, Professional Counselors:
• Social  Worker 
• Professional Counselor 
• Clinical  Social  Worker 
• Asssociate Professional Counselor 

NOTE: Persons cer tified by PDE as one of the following must stil l  earn a CTE Instructional�
cer tification as these cer tifications are specialists not instructional cer tifications (four years 
work experience requirement must be met) 
1839 Specialist – Elementary & Secondary School Counselor 
1875 Specialist – School Psychologist PK-12 
1851 Specialist - School Social  Worker PK-12 

Student Information:  Careers in mental health counseling (CIP 51.1508) is experiencing 
rapid growth, offering a stable and rewarding path for individuals passionate about helping�
others. Substance abuse, behavioral  disorder, and mental health counselors work in a 
variety of settings, such as mental health centers, community health centers, and private 
practice. Most work full  t ime, although par t-time work is common.�

Employment of substance abuse, behavioral  disorder, and mental health counselors is 
projected to grow�19 percent from 2023 to 2033, significantly faster than the average for all  
occupations. Growth is fueled by increased demand for mental health and addiction 
services. 

2024 Median Annual Pay: $59,190 (Occupational Outlook Handbook) 
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