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Who might use this 
Powershot?

Why use this 
Powershot?

How might you 
use this PA Data 
Powershot in your 
work?
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POWERSHOT COMPANION

Four Types of Data: 
A Clearer Picture of 
Student Learning

This document supports the 
presentation and video Powershot: 

Four Types of Data: 
A Clearer Picture of 
Student Learning

available on PDE’s PA Data 
Powershot webpage at   
pa.gov/education >

This Powershot is designed for LEA/District and School Leaders, K-12 Content 
Leaders, and Teacher Leaders.

This Powershot can provide leaders an overview of how educators can 
identify and use Bernhardt’s Four Types of Data, which are available in 
various forms and from various sources at the LEA/district, school, grade, 
classroom, and student levels.

There are a number of opportunities to make use of this Powershot! 
Below are some examples to get you started:

• View and discuss the video at an administrative team meeting to ensure
understanding and consistency across all leaders.

• Use the video as a professional development activity with grade-

• level and subject-level data teams to enhance their work with multiple
sources of data.

• Use in your Induction program with new staff, to build capacity early and
ensure consistency in understanding LEA/district data practices.

• Share with faculty to develop strategies for using multiple sources of data
for specific issues, problems, questions.

• Create a professional development day dedicated to data use, and use
the video as an introduction to the day.
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What are possible 
follow-up action 
steps?

• Look for evidence of where multiple types and sources of data are currently
being used to make decisions about your district, school, and grade/subject
teams. Use as examples for further work.

• Create a “Card Sort” activity to enhance your team’s understanding of the
four types of data, and the variety of data sources used in your schools for
each of those types.

• Have staff identify an issue to be addressed or a problem to be solved, and
determine the types of data needed to respond (one or more).

» Provide multiple examples and opportunities for “practice” so that it
becomes routine to seek out multiple sources of data.

• Develop a professional learning session with specific scenarios of
problems, questions, and issues.

» Have staff identify the questions and type of data needed for analysis
and action steps.

» Provide multiple opportunities for practice across a variety of scenarios
(e.g., behavior, attendance, transportation, student growth and
achievement, parent involvement, and more!)

• Provide the article below by Victoria Bernhardt and conduct a roundtable
discussion at a PLC session.

• Explore different sources for surveying families, students, teachers, etc.

• Create a perception survey for families, students, and/or teachers.

You may access the resources referenced in the PA Data Powershot with the 
provided links below: 

• “Multiple Measures” by Dr. Victoria Bernhardt (PDF)
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2007/curriculum/pdf/multiple_measures.pdf

• Types of K-12 Data (PDF)
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-
and-accountability/pvaas/k12data/typesofk12schooldata.pdf

• Types of K-12 Student Assessments (PDF)
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-
and-accountability/pvaas/k12data/typesofk12schooldata.pdf

• Three Levels of Data Analysis: School, Subject/Grade, Student (10-min Video)
https://youtu.be/xVIZYBGsCd4

• PDE’s Digging Deeper webpage with access to five (5) Digging Deeper Guides:
» ELA and Keystone Literature

» Math and Keystone Algebra

» Science and Keystone Biology

» Students with a History of Higher Achievement

» Students with a History of Lower Achievement

• Digging Deeper Resource Guide (PDF)
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-
and-accountability/pvaas/diggingdeeper/pde_diggingdeeper_resourceguide.pdf

Links to Resources
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