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Online Testing

« 2025-2026 Winter Keystone Testing

* Final test administration for paper/pencil option for all students.

« Spring 2026 and later

* All testing is online

« Paper/Pencil testing is available for accommodations and special
circumstances only
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Winter Keystone 2025-2026

* Use the 2025-2026 Winter Keystone Accommodations
Guidelines for accommodations guidance.

* For this final test administration, any student may test in
paper/pencil mode without an accommodation.

« Booklets will be shipped by and returned to the test vendor.
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<>

nd

Online Training Tools

 PA Online Testing

* The Online Training Tools and
Tutorials are important to:

Pennsy| Ivania
Department of Education

» prepare students to use the test AT TEST SIGN IN
platform

« determine accessibility of the |@m & rmoee | | 5 S
test platform

 practice the use and set up of [ onume
embedded test —

accommodations
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Paper/Pencil Mode

« Paper/pencil testing will only be available for a student who:

* requires testing in paper/pencil mode as an accommodation due to
disability, as documented in the |IEP or 504 plan.

* has medical documentation within two weeks of the testing window to
test in paper/pencil mode, due to recent injury or illness.

* is prohibited from using online devices per terms of educational
placement or documented legal adjudication.

* requires a paper braille or paper large print test.

* A Unigue Accommodation Assurance must be submitted for
each student that requires paper/pencil mode.
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Paper/Pencil Print on Demand

« Paper/Pencil Testing for Spring 2026 and beyond will be print-
on-demand.

« School will choose Print-on-Demand Paper/Pencil Accommodation in
the Student Management Portal.

« School will print the assessment to a secure printer when the window
opens.

* The School Assessment Coordinator (SAC) or designee will transcribe
student responses into the online test platform.

« Schools will destroy paper/pencil materials after testing.

* The test vendor will only ship Large Print and Braille
assessments. No paper/pencil materials will be returned to the
test vendor.
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Mixed Mode Testing

* Because the test vendor will not longer be receiving materials,
the Mixed Mode accommodation is no longer available.

« Students with an accommodation to handwrite open-ended
items can use the transcription accommodation.

10/6/2025
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Audio v. Read-Aloud by a Human ‘Reader

« Embedded audio is available as an accommodation in the
online platform.

» Student is able to stop, pause, and repeat audio at their own pace,
creating a more independent testing experience

« Can be tested and practiced in the Online Training Tools

* |If a student requires a read-aloud by a human reader:
» This should be specified in the IEP or 504 plan.

« This must occur in a one-on-one setting to ensure the student has the
same abillity to stop, pause, and repeat the read-aloud.
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Item Samplers

* New ltem Samplers will be moving online.
» They will appear similar to the online training tools
« Will include item keys and metadata

* PDF guides with student samples of open-ended items will be available
to supplement the online format.

* Previous ltem Samplers will still be available as PDFs.

 All items on the ltem Samplers are also available in the PDE
SAS Assessment Builder.

10/6/2025 11
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Other Updates for 2025-2026
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Magnification

Online Tool Embedded Accommodation

* Magnifies to 150%, 200%,
300%, 400%

 Universal Feature — all
students can use

* Does not persist through the
test — switches back to 100%
on the next question

« Magnifies to 200%

 Must be set as an
accommodation in the student
management portal

 Persists through the test

e Student can still use tool to
magnify further

10/6/2025
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Smart Glasses

« Smart Glasses (glasses that include miniature computing
devices, cameras, connectivity to other devices, etc.) are
prohibited during state summative testing.

« Students using Smart Glasses as their prescription lenses
should wear alternate eyewear if the vision prescription is
needed during the assessment.

* If no alternate eyewear is available, the student must be actively
monitored in a one-on-one test setting to ensure the student
does not access the device. A Unigue Accommodation
Assurance is required.
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Accommodations Guidelines
Manual
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Accommodation Guidelines Over

* Introduction
 New for 2026
* Links to Resources

« Using Accommodations on State Assessments
« Special Circumstances for Accommodations Use
* Universal Test Features

 Accommodations Tables
» Table A — Overview of all accommodations
» Table B — Designated Accommodations
» Table C — Unique Accommodations

10/6/2025 16



Table A

Accommodation

Amplification Device

Allowable as a

Allowable with Stand-Alone

IEP/504
Documentation
Only

Allowable with
Local
Documentation

Accommodation
for English
Learners

<>
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Embedded in

Online System

Volume Control
Only

Unique (requires
Assurance to

PDE)

Assistance with Selected Response

Assistive Technology Device (ATD)
(formerly Computer Assistive Technology)

Audio for Mathematics, Science, and
Writing ltems

Audio for Full ELA PSSA/L iterature
Keystone

X

Augmentative or Altemative Communication

(AAC)

X
See ATD

Braille (Paper/Pencil Mode). Brailler

Braille (Refreshable)

Calculators (Adaptive)

10/6/2025
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Tables B and C

One-on-One Setting

Definition: The student completes the test in a room with just the test administrator and no | Type: Setting

other students.
Documentation Required: Local

Usage: One-on-one testing MUST be used with the following accommaodations: Documentation
e Any accommodation where the student or test administrator is verbalizing a Embedded Online: No
response out loud (Scribing, Assistance with Selected Response, Monitoring Test

Response, some Assistive Technology Devices, Voice-to-Text, etc.) Unique Accommodation
¢ Read Aloud by a Human Reader, so that the student can control the pacing of the Assurance Required: No
read aloud

Assignment in Accommodations Portal: One-

¢ Audio, If the student is not wearing headphones on-One setting

« Any other accommaodation that may cause a distraction to other students in the room

One-on-one setting may also be used to reduce distractions for the tester or provide other Related Accommeodations: Small Group
accommaodations. Setting

Considerations: To prevent any suspicion of testing anomalies, PDE strongly encourages
that a second proctor be in the testing room when one-on-one testing is utilized.

10/6/2025 18
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Universal Features

* Test features available to all students

 The following features do not need to be marked in the student
management portal as accommodations:

 Extended Time
« Magnification Tool
 Read Aloud of Test Directions

« Read Aloud of a Word, Phrase, or Item at Student Request (for Math
and Science PSSA, Algebra and Biology Keystone, and Writing Items

on the ELA PSSA only)
« Some Visual/Graphic Aids, Math Manipulatives, and Online Tools (see
the guidelines for more detail)

10/6/2025 19
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Designated Accommodations

* Most accommodations fall into this category
* Must be documented in the student management portal

* No assurance submission to PDE

 See the Accommodations Guidelines for documentation
requirements for each accommodation

10/6/2025 20
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Unigue Accommodations

« Unique accommodations are for students who would not be
able to access the test material in any other way.

* They may pose a test security or validity concern if used
incorrectly.

* Typically require documentation in the |IEP or 504 plan or
medical documentation

« An assurance must be submitted to PDE

10/6/2025 21
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Accommodations Guidelines Appendices

* A — Unique Accommodations Assurance Process
« B — Confidentiality Agreement for Interpreters
« C — Sample Vignettes for Full ELA Audio or Read-Aloud

* D — PSSA/Keystone Multiplication Table (for use with the
adaptive calculator accommodation only)

« E — Supplemental Guidelines for Device Lock-Down

* F — Federal and State Laws Requiring Participation by Students
with Disabilities

* G — Supplemental Tools and Resources for Selecting,
Implementing, and Evaluating Accommodations
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Unique Accommodations
Assurances
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Assurances

* Ensures PDE that the unigue accommodation will be carried out
according to the parameters outlined in the Accommodations
Guidelines to ensure test administration fidelity and security are
maintained.

* This is not an approval process. PDE will only reach out if there
are questions about the submission or if additional information
IS needed to complete the assurance.

10/6/2025 24
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Assurance Process

« Submitter must view this webinar and read the
Accommodations Guidelines prior to submission.

* Preview the assurance questions in the Accommodations
Guidelines to gather necessary information.

» Use the link in the Accommodations Guidelines to submit
responses at least 6 weeks before testing begins.

« Submitters will receive a copy of their responses. The SAC
should keep a copy of the assurance for their records.

10/6/2025 25



Assurances for Keystones Winter

* Typically assurances are good for one school year (Winter,
Spring, and Summer testing)

 For this year only, as PDE transitions testing online, please

resubmit all unique accommodations assurances for Spring
testing.

10/6/2025
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New Assurance Survey
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Department of Education

» Accessible at
https://uniqueaccom.pattan.net/

L] L}
. P re a re n e e d e d I n fO rm atl O n fo r Keystone Exams and/or PSSA tests. Per the Accommodations Guidelines, these
accommuodations are intended for those students with a disability that precludes
. them from accessing and responding to assessment materials through typical
t h b d t h means, such as the online test platform or embedded accessibility features of the
e S u rvey y re a I n g e online assessment. To determine if the accommodation is a unique accommodation,
see the last column of Table A in the guidelines.
n L} L]
ACCO m m O d atl O n S G u I d e I I n e S The Unigue Accormmodation Assurance Submission Process ensures PDE that unique
accormmodations will be carried out according to the parameters outlined in the
Accormmodations Guidelines to ensure test administration fidelity and security are

L]
fl r muaintained. Specific parameters will be reviewed in the submission process, but the
" submitter should also review these parameters in the Accommodations Guidelines

before starting the submission process.

Unique Accommodation Assurance Submission

Unigue Accommodation Assurances only apply to the student whose PA Secure ID is
referenced in the submission. A new assurance must be completed for each student.

To use any unique accommaodation, the School Assessment Coordinator or designee
must submit the PSSA/Keystone Exam Unigue Accommodation Assurance to PDE no
less than 6 weeks in advance of the testing window.

Before completing this survey, review the guidelines in the Accommodations
Guidelines for each requested accommodation to ensure eligibility before completing
the submission. You may wish to preview the assurance questions in the
Accommuodations Guidelines and gather the necessary information before you begin.

Before beginning, | assure that | have read the Accommodations Guidelines
and watched the Guidelines for Selection and Use of Accommodations on
State Assessments webinar.

You must select "Yes’ to unlock the remaining aspects of this form.

10/6/2025 27
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Assurances Required For:

* Assistive Technology Devices, including AAC, Calculator Apps,
DAF/FAF, and Voice-to-Text

 Audio or Read-Aloud of the Full ELA PSSA/Literature Keystone
» Paper/Pencil Print-on-Demand

 Scribing for ELA Grades 4-8 TDA

« Other Unigue Accommodation not outlined above

* *Note that Medical Monitoring with a Smart Phone/Device no
longer requires a Unigue Accommodation Assurance.

10/6/2025
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Frequently Asked Questions
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Accommodations Selection

* All students, including students with disabilities, must take the
required PSSA or Keystone or the alternate assessment if eligible. A
disability does not exempt a student from testing.

« Accommodations used in state assessment must be used in regular
classroom instruction and assessment.

* |[EP team members, SACs, and TAs administering accommodations
_muslt be |r][f_<%rmed about the accommodation process and how to
implement it.

« Accommodations should be selected for each student on an
individual basis.

« Accommodation usage should be evaluated as part of the IEP
process.

* More does not always mean better.
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Assistive Technology Devices (ATEC

» Screen readers — JAWS has been tested for compatibility with
the online test platform.

 Other screen readers and ATD can be tested with the online
training tools.

* The usage of ATD may not integrate with the online test

platform. The student may need to use a separate locked down
device.

10/6/2025 31
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Full ELA/Literature Audio and
Read-Aloud

* Includes audio of the entire ELA or Literature test, including
passages and reading questions.

 Full ELA Audio or Read-Aloud are considered unique
accommodations for a very small number of students who

cannot access the test in any other way.

 This accommodation is intended for a student who is a non-
reader, not simply reading below grade level.

 Full Audio or Read-Aloud of the ELA or Literature assessment
will not be appropriate for every student who receives Audio or
Read-Aloud of Math and Science assessments, or the writing
items on the ELA PSSA.
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Eligibility for Full ELA/Literature Audic
Read-Aloud

* Intended for a student who has a disability that precludes the student
from accessing printed text.

* Must be documented in the IEP/504 plan and through locally
administered diagnostic evaluations.

* Must be used consistently in classroom instruction and assessment.

* A student who used this accommodations must:

« Have a documented disability that severely limits or prevents that student’s
ability to decode text and derive meaning from the text even when repeated
and varied evidence-based interventions and instructions are used to teach

the student to decode.

» Only access print materials with a screen reader, audio, a human reader, or
other Accessible Educational Materials during classroom instruction and

assessment.
« See Accommodations Guidelines for more details
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Audio and Read Aloud “Allowable‘ltems”

 “Allowable Items” are all items on the Math, Science, Algebra,
and Biology tests, and the TDA prompt and Conventions of
Standard English Items on the ELA PSSA.

* This is not a unigue accommodation but is still considered an
intensive intervention. Need for this accommodation must be
documented. Audio should not be turned on for all students.

* Any student may have a word, phrase, or item read aloud at
their request on these tests/sections. The TA will read from the
student’s screen.

« See the Accommodations Guidelines for more information.
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Scribing

* Only a Unique Accommodation for the 4-8 ELA TDA prompt,
since it measures writing. An assurance is not required for
other tests, but the accommodation and need should be
documented.

* |[n addition to regular use for students with disabilities, may be
used in emergency cases when a student has a hand or arm
injury.

* Must be one-to-one because the student will be dictating the
response to the TA.

* Must follow Guidelines for Read-Aloud, Scribing, and
Transcription.

10/6/2025 35



Transcription

 Transcription into the online test must be used when:
* The student has a documented need to handwrite open-ended items.

* The student has a documented need to test on a paper/pencil form,
including the large print or braille form.

* The student wrote or keyboarded the response in a language other
than English, and a qualified interpreter is translating the response into
English.

* The student used voice-to-text or other ATD to generate a response.

10/6/2025 36
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Transcription Requirements

* All transcription must be completed by a qualified SAC or TA.

* If possible, transcription should occur in the testing room so the
student can review their work.

* If this is not possible, transcription can occur at a later time, but as
soon as possible and no Ionc};er than 24 hours after the test session
has concluded. The test platform is open until 5pm each day of

testing.

* There must be more than one qualified transcriber in the room when
transcription is occurring.

* All transcription must occur by the end of the testing window (5pm on
the final day of testing).

* When transcription is completed, all written responses must be
securely destroyed.
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Voice-to-Text

* Voice-to-Text (also called Talk-to-Text or Speech-to-Text) is not
embedded in the online test platform.

« Students requiring Voice-to-Text will use a separate locked
down device to response to the open-ended items. Responses
are then transcribed into the test platform.

* A unigue accommodation assurance form must be submitted.

10/6/2025 38




One-on-One and Small Group

 Must be used:

* When the student or TAis
verbalizing a response aloud

« With read-Aloud by a Human
Reader

« With any accommodation that
makes noise or causes distraction
to other students

« May be used to reduce
distractions or for other
documented need

e 2-12 students

* Not required but may be used
for:

« Audio with headphones
Translation and signing
Distractibility
Frequent breaks
Planned extra time
Other documented need

10/6/2025
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Additional Materials Ordering

» Paper braille books, tactile graphics packets for refreshable
braille, and large print forms should be requested in DRC'’s
Additional Materials Ordering System, which opens a month
before testing.

* All forms are available in UEB Contracted. Grades 3-5 and the
Literature Keystone are also translated in UEB Uncontracted.
Grades 6-8 and the Algebra and Biology Keystones are also
translated in UEB Contracted with Nemeth.

« Spanish forms in large print and other braille translations are
only created by request. For spring testing, requests must be
made to DRC by November 30.
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Embedded Accommodations

 Accommodations embedded in the online test must be entered
In the student management portal before the test ticket is
generated. A code for the accommodation will be printed on the
test ticket.

e [f an accommodation change occurs after test tickets are
generated, a new test ticket must be regenerated for the
student.

* Once a student begins testing, there is no way to turn on an
embedded accommodation without deleting the student’s work
and having them start from the beginning. Management of
student accommodations is very important.



List of Embedded Accommodatio

« Audio

» Refreshable Braille

* Color Chooser

« Magnification (Accommodation)
e Spanish

* Video Sign Language

10/6/2025 42
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English Learner Requirements

* English learners enrolled in a US school less than 12 cumulative
months by the end of the ELA PSSA or Literature Keystone testing
window are eligible for an exemption from those tests ONLY.

 All English Learners enrolled in a US school more than 12
cumulative months must take the ELA PSSA or Literature Keystone.

 All English Learners must take the math and science PSSA or
Algebra | or Biology Keystone regardless of enroliment date in a US

school.
* These requirements also apply to EL students eligible for the PASA.
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EL Accommodations

* For all English Learners:

 Word-to-word dictionaries and translation sheets on math and science
assessments only.

* Pre-translation of non-secure materials. See the Accommodations for English
Learner Guidelines for eligible materials

* For English Learners in their first three cumulative years in US
schools:
« Qualified interpreters

« Spanish test for Spanish language students

» Spanish is now online. It should be marked as an accommodation in the student
management portal.

« Each question will appear in Spanish with an English translation that the student can
click to view.

* See Table A in the Accommodations Guidelines for other allowable
accommodations for English Learners

10/6/2025 45
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Other PA Assessments
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CDT and Firefly

« CDT (Classroom Diagnostic Tools) — Online assessments
designed to provide a student’s areas of need and strengths to
build on

* Firefly Benchmark — A new online assessment designed to
measure end-of-year grade-level learning goals and predict
PSSA and Keystone scores

* There are Online Training Tools for these assessments.

» Because of the adaptive nature of these tests, some embedded
accommodations are not available.

10/6/2025 47
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PASA DLM

* The PA Alternate System of Assessment Dynamic Learning
Maps (PASA DLM) is the state summative alternate assessment
designed for only those students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities who meet all six of the state criteria to
participate.

« PASA Eligibility Criteria: Decision Making Companion Tool

 See the Accessibility Manual 2025-2026 for accommodations
decisions on the PASA DLM.

10/6/2025 48
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Contact Us!
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Contact Directory

 PDE
* Unique Accommodations: RA-UNIQUEACCOM@pa.gov

e Dr. Beth Gannon, ELA Assessment and Assessment Accommodations
Advisor: egannonrit@pa.gov

 Lisa Hampe, Special Education Advisor: lihampe@pa.gov

 Brian Truesdale, Chief, Division of Assessment and Accountability:
btruesdale@pa.qgov

* DRC

e Customer Service: 800-451-7849,
pacustomerservice@datarecognitioncorp.com

10/6/2025 50
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Contact/Mission

For more information on assessment accommodations, please
visit PDE’s website at www.education.pa.gov

The mission of the Department of Education is to ensure that every learner has access to a world-class
education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as productive citizens. Further, the
Department seeks to establish a culture that is committed to improving opportunities throughout the
commonwealth by ensuring that technical support, resources, and optimal learning environments are available

for all students, whether children or adults.
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