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A-C.2.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Craft and Structure 

A-C.2.1.1 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including 

the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

Note: “Stories” means narration of events told through the text types of stories, dramas, or poems. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Review with students how to identify the point of view from which a story is told. Explain that 

cues such as pronouns help readers to determine point of view and narrator.  

• Give students two short stories told from different points of view. Lead a discussion to determine 

the narrator of each text. Give students longer passages to read independently and have them 

note textual evidence that shows the narrator of the text. See Narrator’s Point of View Flow 

Chart. This flowchart can help students pinpoint which point of view a story is told from; 

challenge the students to discuss further how the point of view reveals aspects of the passage. 

• Discuss with students the similarities and differences between first- and third-person narrations, 

including the differences between limited and omniscient third-person point of view. Discuss 

how stories might be different if told from a different point of view. 

 Clarifications 

• Point of view may be supported by one or two lines of text evidence, but students must read 

through extended sections of a passage to accurately identify point of view. 

• Once identification of the narrator is made, students will need to analyze how the point of view 

impacts the text in order to achieve the highest rigor of the standard. 

• In literary texts, the narrative point of view refers to the perspective from which the story is told. 

  

https://bethloder.weebly.com/uploads/2/6/2/5/26253240/narrators_point_of_view_flow_chart.pdf
https://bethloder.weebly.com/uploads/2/6/2/5/26253240/narrators_point_of_view_flow_chart.pdf
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 Enrichment 

• 5 Easy Activities for Teaching Point of View 

• Analyzing and Comparing How Point of View Affects Fiction and Literary Nonfiction 

 Key Terms 

compare, contrast, literary text, narrator, point of view, perspective, first-person point of view, third-

person point of view, characteristics 

 Resources 

• Charting Characters for a More Complete Understanding of the Story 

• Read Alouds for Teaching Point of View 

• Point of View  

• Point of View: Who Is Telling the Story? 

 

  

https://www.thoughtco.com/easy-activities-for-teaching-point-of-view-4175985
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/Content/19184/Lesson%20Plan
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/charting-characters-more-complete-267.html?tab=4#tabs
https://jenniferfindley.com/read-alouds-teach-point-view-mentor-texts/
https://www.literacyideas.com/point-of-view
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/point-of-view-who-is-telling-the-story/view/
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A-C.3.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

A-C.3.1.1 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and 

evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 

cultures. 

Note: “Stories” means narration of events told through the text types of stories, dramas, or poems. 

 Instructional Supports 

Compare and Contrast Treatment of Themes/Topics 

• Review how to identify the theme and topic of a literary text. Tell students that a pattern of 

events is the way actions happen in a story. Read through a story that is either a myth or part of 

traditional literature from another culture. Analyze the pattern of events and then plot the events 

on a timeline. Discuss possible themes in the story.  

• Present students with another myth or part of traditional literature. Discuss the similarities and 

differences between the two. Use a Venn diagram to chart the similarities and differences. For 

example, a similar theme or topic may be addressed differently due to the characters’ 

perspectives as influenced by cultural differences. In addition, the treatment of the theme or topic 

is related to how the author develops the central message through literary elements (e.g., plot and 

conflict, character actions, conflict resolution, setting and atmosphere, tone) and literary devices 

(e.g., symbolism, imagery, figurative language).  
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Compare and Contrast Patterns of Events 

• Explain that there are common patterns of events in traditional literature. Share a chart like the 

one below that outlines some common patterns of events in traditional literature. 

Pattern of Events Description 

The Quest Main character undertakes a journey to achieve 

a goal or complete a task. 

The Hero’s Journey Main character has a call to adventure, faces 

difficulties, and returns changed. 

The Rule of Three Main character faces three trials or problems, 

the third being the most challenging. 

Reversal of Fortune Main character faces a situation that changes 

from good to bad or bad to good. 

Good vs. Evil Main character who is good faces character or 

characters who is/are evil. 

The Trickster Main character is mischievous and uses wit to 

outsmart others. 

Coming-of-Age Main character journeys from childhood to 

adulthood, learning important lessons. 

Select two short traditional stories, like two fairy tales or two myths. Discuss the patterns of 

events in both stories. Use a Venn diagram to chart the similarities and differences. 
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 Clarifications 

• Avoid limiting discussion to the identification of a theme, setting, or plot. The intent of the 

standard is analysis (compare and contrast), which may include the scaffolding step of 

identification. 

• Educators are encouraged to take a broad view of “cultures” to include social groups, age groups, 

or stages of civilizations (e.g., time periods) in addition to ethnic groups. 

 Enrichment 

• Literary Devices: Theme 

 Key Terms 

literary text, theme, topic, patterns of events, compare, contrast 

 Resources 

• Compare and Contrast  

• Compare and Contrast Traditional Literature 

  

https://literarydevices.net/theme/
http://mrslorber.weebly.com/elagse4rl9-compare-and-contrast-themes-topics-and-patterns-in-literature.html
https://www.halifax.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC02214542/Centricity/Domain/873/RL.4.9%20Compare_Contrast%20Theme.pdf
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A-K.1.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Key Ideas and Details 

A-K.1.1.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text explicitly says and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

 Instructional Supports 

Explicit Text and Drawing Inferences 

• Clarify for students the difference between “explicit text” and “inference.” Explicit text is an 

idea or message stated directly by the author. An inference is a reasonable conclusion based on 

evidence found in the text. Students should be aware that both are tied to the text. 

• As a large group, read through a short excerpt from a novel or a short story. Identify details and 

examples that explain what the text says explicitly about the characters, setting, plot, and theme. 

Ask students questions that can be answered with explicit details from the text. Next, ask 

students text-dependent questions that require them to make inferences. See Complete Guide to 

Creating Text-Dependent Questions. 

• Have students practice making inferences (e.g., Where Am I? Who Am I?). Students should 

identify details and examples from the text to support their inferences. 

• Share a selection of longer literary texts with students. Give students a variety of questions that 

require both explicit details and inferential responses. As required by the standard, student 

responses should be supported by details and examples from the text. 

 Clarification 

• Rather than asking students questions they can answer solely from their prior knowledge and 

experience, the standards call for students to answer questions that depend on their having read 

texts closely. 

  

https://achievethecore.org/page/46/complete-guide-to-creating-text-dependent-questions
https://achievethecore.org/page/46/complete-guide-to-creating-text-dependent-questions
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/inference-practice-where-am-i/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/inference-practice-who-am-i/
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 Enrichment 

• Asking Questions While Reading 

 Key Terms 

literary text, details, explicit details, implicit details, inferences, textual clues, draw inferences, literal 

questions, inferential questions 

 Resources 

• Text-Dependent Question—Graphic Organizer 

• Evidence-Based Sentence Starters 

• R*A*C*E Graphic Organizer for Constructed Response Answers 

  

https://www.classroomnook.com/blog/reading-strategy-asking-questions
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A-K.1.1.2 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Key Ideas and Details 

A-K.1.1.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

Note: “Stories” means narration of events told through the text types of stories, dramas, or poems. 

 Instructional Supports 

Determining a Theme 

• Review the characteristics of a theme, explaining that a theme is the underlying message of a 

story, drama, or poem. Discuss common themes in literature. See Teaching About Themes in 

Literature. 

• Choose a short story, drama, or poem that contains a clear theme, and present it to the class. Lead 

a discussion to identify details and examples that demonstrate the theme(s) of the selection. 

When determining the theme of the passage, students will support their determination with 

evidence (details) from the passage. 

• Provide students with a longer literary text. Guide students to use graphic organizers (e.g., 

Theme Graphic Organizer) to help determine the theme of the text. Students should include 

textual support that helped them determine the theme. 

Summarize a Text 

• Review with students the idea that a summary is a brief description of the key events of the text. 

Using the same short literary text from the steps above, guide students to choose details that 

summarize. This instruction will also include how to determine which details should be excluded 

from a summary (distinguish between supplementary details and key details). 

• Select a longer text and have students summarize on their own. Students can compare summaries 

with classmates to determine the most important details to include and those that should be 

excluded.  

  

https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2017/09/teaching-about-themes-in-literature.html
https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2017/09/teaching-about-themes-in-literature.html
https://cdnsm5-ss19.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_914443/File/Announcements/Summer%20Learning/2019%20Summer%20Reading/2019%20Summer%20Reading%20G8_9%20GraphicOrganizers.pdf
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 Clarifications 

• Take time to reinforce with students the idea that a theme is a statement inferred from the text 

and not a one-word topic contained in the text. For example, “friendship” is a topic and “The 

bond between friends can overcome any obstacle” is a theme. 

• Time-ordered sequencing tasks do not reach the summarizing skill intended by standard A-

K.1.1.2. 

 Enrichment 

• How to Teach Theme 

• Mentor Texts for Teaching Theme 

• Summarizing 

• How to Write a Theme Statement 

 

 Key Terms 

literary text, theme, summary, details, examples, textual clues, story, drama, poem, novel, draw 

inferences, plot points 

 

 Resources 

• Reading Rockets: Summarizing Lesson 

• Classroom Strategies: Summarizing 

• 25 Most Common Themes in Children's Literature 

  

https://www.thoughtco.com/questions-to-ask-about-theme-8017
https://jenniferfindley.com/read-alouds-teach-theme-mentor-texts/
https://owl.excelsior.edu/research/drafting-and-integrating/drafting-and-integrating-summarizing/
https://wordsbyevanporter.com/theme-statement/
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/summarizing
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/21827/
https://www.yourdictionary.com/articles/childrens-literature-themes
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A-K.1.1.3 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Key Ideas and Details 

A-K.1.1.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story, drama, or poem, drawing on 

specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

 Instructional Supports 

Describe Characters 

• Review how to describe characters. Remind students that characters can be described by physical 

attributes, actions, thoughts, words, other characters’ thoughts and words, etc. Review a short 

story or drama excerpt using a mentor text. Identify particular details within the text that can be 

used to describe characters in depth. 

• Identify explicit details of characters within the text, using them to help develop detailed 

descriptions of each character. Also guide students to make inferences about the characters based 

on dialogue. All descriptions of characters will be supported with details from the text. 

Describe Setting 

• Remind students that setting in literature is the physical location of a story and the time period in 

which it is told. Locate particular details within the passage that can be used to identify and 

describe the setting in depth. All descriptions of setting will be supported with details from the 

text. Have students complete a T-chart graphic organizer in which they place the setting on the 

left side of the T-chart and details that describe the setting on the right side of the T-chart. 

Describe Events 

• Using a short story that has clear, important events, lead a classroom discussion. Use a graphic 

organizer (Story Maps) to highlight details that provide an understanding of the events. 

• Discuss the difference between main events and less significant events in the story. Guide 

students to differentiate the different events as they read.  

  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson101/101BookList.pdf
https://youngteacherlove.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Screen-Shot-2014-04-01-at-5.44.21-PM.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/blog/HMH-Graphic-Organizer-T-chart.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/story_maps
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 Clarification 

• Conclusions and inferences about characters, setting, and events should be supported with details 

from the text. 

 Enrichment 

• Teaching Story Setting 

• Adjectives and Character Traits 

• Character Traits: A lesson for Upper Elementary Students 

• Teacher Read-Aloud That Models Reading for Deep Understanding 

• EQuIP Rubric for Lessons & Units: ELA/Literacy (3–5) and ELA (6–12) 

Key Terms 

literary text, stories, dramas, characters, setting, plot event, events, describe 

 Resources 

• Character Map  

• Character Traits—List 

 

  

https://www.teachinginroom6.com/2014/10/where-when-setting.html
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/charlotte-wise-patient-caring
https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2016/09/character-traits-lesson-for-upper.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/teacher-read-aloud-that-30799.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/teacher-read-aloud-that-30799.html
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/EQuIP%20Rubic%20ELA.LIT%203-5_ELA%206-12.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/EQuIP%20Rubic%20ELA.LIT%203-5_ELA%206-12.pdf
http://allfreeprintable.com/cont/frm/pdf/lst-chartrait.pdf
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A-V.4.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

A-V.4.1.1 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., definition, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase, including words or phrases that allude to significant characters found in 

literature (e.g., Herculean effort). 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 

telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

 Instructional Supports 

Using Context to Determine Word and Phrase Meaning 

• Explain to students that there are often clues to the meanings of unknown words or phrases in a 

text before and after an unknown word or phrase. Share with students an anchor chart that 

explains the types of context clues that can be used to find word meanings. Select or create a text 

that will allow students to determine the meanings of words or phrases by using a variety of 

types of context clues, including definitions, antonyms, synonyms, and inferences. Model for 

students how to use context clues to determine the meanings of the words or phrases in the text.  

• Prepare a reading lesson from a class text by identifying several unfamiliar words that have 

ample context clues (“as used in a text”); prepare a list of these words and phrases for student 

use. Students can work independently, in small groups, or in pairs to practice using context clues 

to determine the meanings of these unknown words and phrases.  

• Create a chart of new vocabulary words as well as the context words that clue the meaning. Have 

space in the chart to write the definitions of the words. Have students check the definitions in an 

online or hard copy dictionary.  

  

https://www.stellarteacher.com/blog/teaching-context-clues/
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Determining the Meaning of Mythological Allusions 

• Introduce students to the concept of “allusion,” and discuss how authors sometimes use allusions 

in writing. Introduce common mythological allusions found in popular culture (e.g., Greek 

Mythology and Our Modern Lives). Brainstorm other allusions with the class.  

• Provide students with a passage that contains one or more mythological allusions. Have students 

work to practice determining the meaning of the allusion based on the context of the passage. 

Using Greek and Latin Affixes to Determine Word and Phrase Meaning 

• Explain to students that a prefix is a letter or group of letters that comes at the beginning of a 

word and that a prefix can alter the meaning of a base word. 

• Explain to students that affixes are letters or groups of letters that are added to the beginning of a 

base word (prefix) or at the end of a base word (suffix) and that alter the meaning of that word. 

Explain that affixes can be Greek or Latin in origin. Provide students with a list of the most 

common Greek and Latin affixes. 

• Have students read a grade-level passage that contains words with Greek and Latin suffixes. 

Have students identify words with Greek and Latin suffixes while they read. As they find each 

word, they can add it to a graphic organizer to identify the base word, identify the suffix, and 

determine the word’s meaning.  

Using Greek and Latin Roots to Determine Word and Phrase Meaning 

• Review with students the concept of a root word. Remind students that a root is either a base 

word or a part of a word to which affixes can be added. Explain to students that some roots are 

Greek or Latin in origin. Share some common Greek roots and some common Latin roots. Model 

how to decode words with Greek and Latin origins by highlighting the root in yellow and the 

affixes in pink. Have students read through each affix and root before combining and reading the 

whole word.  

• Have students read a grade-level passage that contains words with Greek and Latin roots. Have 

students identify words with Greek and Latin roots as they read. As they find each word, they 

can add it to a graphic organizer to identify the base word, identify any affixes, and determine 

the word’s meaning.  

https://www.kidsnews.com.au/greek-myths-and-legends/how-greek-mythology-continues-to-have-a-large-influence-on-our-modern-lives/news-story/334bb7fd1e685e99ebe229f5a685bc5c
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/greek-myths-and-legends/how-greek-mythology-continues-to-have-a-large-influence-on-our-modern-lives/news-story/334bb7fd1e685e99ebe229f5a685bc5c
http://users.uoa.gr/~nektar/history/language/greek_latin_derivatives.htm
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/Greek-Roots-Chart.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/Latin-Roots-Chart.pdf
https://www.dps61.org/cms/lib/IL50010903/Centricity/Domain/1143/Graphic%20Organizers%20.pdf
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 Clarification

• Sufficient context for a student to determine meaning must be present in the text. Students should

not be asked to determine word meaning in isolation.

 Enrichment

• Vocabulary Development and Nonlinguistic Representations: How Can Science Help?

• Affixes and Root Words: Teachers Guide

 Key Terms

mythology, allude, allusion, context clues 

 Resources

• Context Clues table

• Types of Context Clues

• Context Clues Practice

• Context Clues Worksheets

• Context Clues Packet

• Mythological Allusions

• Using Greek and Latin Roots Practice

• Common Content Area Roots and Affixes

• Latin and Greek Root Word Meaning Match

https://beyondpenguins.ehe.osu.edu/issue/weather-and-climate-from-home-to-the-poles/vocabulary-development-and-nonlinguistic-representations-how-can-science-help
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1042/teachers_guide.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1089/types_context_clues.pdf
https://www.k5learning.com/vocabulary-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/context-clues
https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/free-reading-worksheets/reading-comprehension-worksheets/context-clues-worksheets/#lvl-1
https://www.imaterelementary.org/ourpages/auto/2020/4/12/38963542/Context%20Clues%20Packet.pdf
https://www.rcboe.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=13960&dataid=62580&FileName=Allusions.pdf
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/15greek.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/content-area-roots.pdf
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/greek-and-latin-root-word-meaning-match/view/
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A-V.4.1.2 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Literature Text: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

A-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings.  

a. Explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in context.  

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.  

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their antonyms and synonyms.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Introduce and explain different types of figurative language, including similes and metaphors. 

Provide students with a short passage that includes both similes and metaphors. Instruct students 

on how to tell the difference between similes and metaphors. Guide students to determine the 

meaning of the figurative language based on context. 

• Introduce and explain the characteristics of idioms, adages, and proverbs. Provide a reading 

sample to students that includes these types of figurative language. Guide students to recognize 

idioms, adages, and proverbs in text and to determine and explain their meaning. 

• Review the concepts of antonyms and synonyms. Help students to determine the meanings of 

words in a passage by discussing the synonyms and antonyms of the words. Record student 

responses on an anchor chart. 

 Clarification 

• Instruction should guide students to go beyond identification and should include analysis to 

determine meaning. 

  

https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson79/figresource.pdf
https://static.pbslearningmedia.org/media/media_files/iy6n7853wu6e23em7kkh8hilj7cajlx3.pdf
https://www.crafting-connections.com/2014/08/anchors-away-monday-82514-synonyms.html
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 Enrichment 

• Connecting Word Meanings through Semantic Mapping  

 Key Terms 

vocabulary acquisition, figurative language, word relationships, similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, 

proverbs, antonyms, synonyms 

 Resources 

• Examples of Similes 

• Metaphor Examples for Kids 

• Examples of Figurative Language Handout 

• 40 Figurative Language Examples for Upper Elementary 

• Idiom Examples 

• Commonly Used Idioms 

• Teaching Idioms  

• Examples of Adages in Literature  

• Animal Proverbs and Adages 

• Examples of Antonyms, Synonyms, and Homonyms 

  

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/connecting-word-meanings-through-semantic-mapping
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-similes.html
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/metaphor-examples-for-kids.html
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson115/Figurative_language_handout.pdf
https://funin5thgrade.com/40-figurative-language-examples-for-upper-elementary/?srsltid=AfmBOopX-vUp1GUNLDoXKeSe6vk23DbBDSMVW-MKpjHzeT52WjC9e-QZ
https://www.theidioms.com/
https://www.smart-words.org/quotes-sayings/idioms-meaning.html
https://www.reachtoteachrecruiting.com/teaching-idioms
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-adage-in-literature.html
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/animal-proverbs-and-adages/
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-antonyms-synonyms-and-homonyms.html
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B-C.2.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Craft and Structure 

B-C.2.1.1 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe 

the differences in focus and the information provided.  

 Instructional Supports 

Compare and Contrast Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts 

• Explain to students that a firsthand account is a text written by a person who is part of the action. 

Some examples include diaries and journals, letters, interviews, autobiographies, personal photos 

and videos, social media posts, and blogs. A secondhand account is written by someone who has 

some authority to tell the details of the action but was not present for the action. Some examples 

include textbooks, biographies, newspaper and magazine articles, encyclopedias, and 

documentary films. Share an anchor chart that shows the features of a firsthand and secondhand 

accounts. 

• Provide students with two passages on the same event: one written as a firsthand account and one 

written as a secondhand account. Guide students to find similarities and differences in the 

accounts. Help students to understand the differences in the focus of each account and the 

differences in the information provided. Students should consider how the perspective (point of 

view) of the speaker impacts the interpretation of the event or topic. 

• When describing the differences in focus and information, students will draw on textual evidence 

to support their findings, whether through classroom discussion or written responses. 

Describe Differences in Focus  

• Explain that firsthand accounts focus on the author’s feelings and reactions to an event, while 

secondhand accounts rely on research, other sources, and interpretations of events by someone 

who did not directly experience the event. 

  

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-FZ4Nb8JrSdY/VEm_nPhWJiI/AAAAAAAAD6o/yZpPjYyeZwM/s1600/Firsthand%2BSecondhand%2BAccounts%2BAnchor%2BChart%2B2.jpg
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 Clarification 

• Direct instruction may be required to help students differentiate between primary (firsthand 

account) and secondary (secondhand account) texts. 

 Enrichment 

• Primary Sources 

• Teaching Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts 

• Analyzing Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts 

 Key Terms 

informational text, firsthand account, secondhand account, focus, information, compare, contrast 

 Resources 

• Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts Presentation 

• Comparing First and Secondhand Accounts  

• Comparing Accounts Practice 

• Comparing First and Secondhand Accounts of Events 

• Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts Lesson Plan  

  

https://www.thoughtco.com/primary-source-research-1691678
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=3097
https://teachingwithamountainview.com/analyzing-firsthand-and-secondhand/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5THVDRJsM4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb0xGhKoFQ0
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/readinginfo/6/4venn.pdf
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/6accounts.html
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/lesson/598326/ruby-bridges-a-firsthand-account?from=cc_lesson
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B-C.2.1.2 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Craft and Structure 

B-C.2.1.2 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) 

of events, ideas, concepts, or information and text features in a text or part of a text. 

 Instructional Supports 

Describe Text Structure 

• Introduce the common text structures found in informational texts: chronology, comparison, 

cause and effect, and problem and solution. See Text Structures Anchor Chart. Explain the 

features of each structure in order to make an identification. Introduce students to signal words 

for each major informational text structure. Lead students through a guided reading of a short 

informational text that uses one of the common text structures, highlighting the features of the 

text structure for the students. If additional scaffolding is needed, begin the process using a 

picture book that demonstrates the structure; for example, Picture Books to Teach Problem and 

Solution.  

• Have students read independently a longer informational text with one of the common text 

structures and identify the type of structure used. Then students should describe how they 

identified the structure type. They should include evidence from the text to support their 

explanation. This can be done first by working with a section of the text and then by working 

with the whole text in order to scaffold the skill. 

Describe Text Features 

• Share a text features chart with students. Share the purpose of text features and how text features 

help readers create meaning in texts. Lead students through a guided reading of a short 

informational text that contains several types of text features. Have students identify and describe 

the text features and how the features contribute to the meaning of the text. 

  

https://i2.wp.com/www.theclassroomkey.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/text-structure-chart.png?resize=580%2C776&ssl=1
https://cairn.edu/documents/2016/10/writing-lab-signal-words.pdf/
https://imaginationsoup.net/picture-books-teach-problem-solution/
https://imaginationsoup.net/picture-books-teach-problem-solution/
https://www.wbasd.k12.pa.us/Downloads/text_feature_chart_handout.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/comprehension/teaching-text-features
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 Clarification 

• Students should not simply identify the text structure but should be able to describe it, which 

may include citing evidence from the text that supports the text structure type. 

 Enrichment 

• Teach Readers to Discern Nonfiction Text Structures 

 Key Terms 

informational text, text structures, chronology, comparison, cause and effect, problem and solution 

 Resources 

• Text Structures with Examples 

• Text Structures and Signal Words 

• AdLit: Text Structures 

• The 5 Types of Text Structure Video 

• Exploring Cause and Effect Using Expository Texts 

• Digital Text Features 

  

https://www.smekenseducation.com/Teach-Readers-to-Discern-Text-S/
https://classroominthemiddle.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Text-Structures-Chart.pdf
https://www.hamilton-local.k12.oh.us/Downloads/Text_Structure_Sort.pdf
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/23336/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kWGQ-_ipBY
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/exploring-cause-effect-using-925.html
https://tmstechlab.weebly.com/digital-text-features.html
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B-C.3.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

B-C.3.1.1 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Discuss with students that authors make particular points (claims) in their texts and that they 

should support those particular points with relevant reasons and evidence.  

• Give students a short informational passage in which an author makes a particular point. Help 

students to identify the point that is made and help them to find the reasons the author gives for 

developing the point. Further, identify as a class the evidence that supports the reasons. Record 

the points, reasons, and evidence on a Claims, Evidence, Reasons Graphic Organizer. 

 Clarifications 

• Instruction should go beyond mere identification of reasons and should be an explanation of how 

an author uses reasons and evidence to support points (differentiate evidence from opinion). 

• When instructing with this standard, take care to use texts in which the author makes a particular 

point about a topic and supports it with reasons and evidence. 

 Enrichment 

• Determining Importance: Helping Students Recognize Important Points in Content Text 

• CER in 4th Grade Science 

  

https://cloudfront-s3.solutiontree.com/pdfs/Reproducibles_50SBCE/figure6.12claimsevidencereasonsgraphicorganizer.pdf
https://beyondpenguins.ehe.osu.edu/issue/rocks-and-minerals/determining-importance-helping-students-recognize-important-points-in-content-text
https://thesciencepenguin.com/2024/07/cer-claim-evidence-reasoning-in-3rd-4th-and-5th-grade-science.html
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 Key Terms 

informational text, explain, reasons, evidence, support, point 

 Resources 

• Author’s Use of Reasons and Evidence Worksheets 

• Lesson Plan: Author’s Points and Reasons 

• Claim, Reasons, and Evidence Lesson Plans 

• Claim-Evidence-Reasoning Graphic Organizer 

  

https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/8author.html
https://inspiremykids.com/educators/lesson-plans/
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewStandard/Preview/14964
https://www.teachengineering.org/content/wpi_/activities/wpi_protect/wpi_protect_activity1_cer_organizer.pdf
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B-C.3.1.2 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

B-C.3.1.2 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to demonstrate subject 

knowledge. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Select a subject about which all students would be knowledgeable (e.g., what students have been 

doing in music class, popular movies, or school spirit days). Ask one student to spend one 

minute giving information about the subject. Record the information on one side of a T-chart. 

Then ask another student to speak about the same subject. Record notes about what that student 

says on the other side of the T-chart. Explain that some of the information may be the same and 

some may be different. Model for students how to integrate information about the subject, using 

information from both columns.  

• Provide students with two passages on the same or related topics. Discuss the main idea of the 

first passage and analyze how it is supported with key details. Introduce the subsequent passage 

and discuss the main idea and supporting details of the text. Have students record information 

from each passage on a T-chart. Then, lead a discussion on how to integrate information from 

each passage to demonstrate subject knowledge. With students, complete sentence frames. See 

below for samples: 

o Both texts suggest that _____. 

o These sources agree that _____. 

o While Text A focuses on _____, Text B emphasizes ____. 

o One text argues that _____, but the other claims that _____. 

o From the information in Text A and Text B, it is possible to conclude that 

________. 

o The evidence presented in both texts suggests that ______. 

https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/T-Chart.pdf
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/T-Chart.pdf
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 Clarification 

• Instruction should not be geared toward identification but should guide students to integrate 

ideas from both passages.  

 Enrichment 

• Common Lit Library—Text Sets (requires account) 

 Key Terms 

informational text, multiple sources, topic, key details, integrate  

 Resources 

• Integrate Texts Lesson Plan 

• Integrate Information from Two Texts Presentation 

• Integration Information from Multiple Texts Lesson Plan 

• Paired Text Lessons and Resources 

• Pairing Information from Two Texts Practice 

• Integrate Information from Several Texts Lesson Plan 

• Paired Text Lessons and Resources 

  

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts?sort_by=most_popular&lexile_min=&lexile_max=&level%5B%5D=3rd-4th+grade&language=english
https://inspiremykids.com/educators/lesson-plans/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=10&ved=2ahUKEwj4z9S3uprmAhVJMawKHfS7AIcQFjAJegQIBhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2F1.cdn.edl.io%2FZ3JUQ0C3HpJbNolN6H7DKYUQWE0ifd3758UGVgNmiEONRqIP.pptx&usg=AOvVaw0O_nnSy09lTJyEJNluUsME
https://tiescenter.org/topics/inclusive-instruction/ibi/ri-4-9
https://www.wtps.org/cms/lib/NJ01912980/Centricity/Domain/2421/PAIRED%20TEXT%20LESSONS%20AND%20ARTICLES.pdf
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/9paired.html
https://www.wisewire.com/wp-content/uploads/items/5227/Demo_pdf_WN_ELA_0258.pdf
https://www.wtps.org/cms/lib/NJ01912980/Centricity/Domain/2421/PAIRED%20TEXT%20LESSONS%20AND%20ARTICLES.pdf
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B-C.3.1.3 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

B-C.3.1.3 Interpret text features (e.g., headings, graphics, charts, timelines, diagrams) and/or make 

connections between text and the content of text features. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Present students with a passage that has text features such as headings, graphics, charts, 

timelines, diagrams, etc. Lead a guided reading of the passage and discuss the main ideas and 

supporting details of the text itself. Interpret the content of the text features with the students.  

• Lead a discussion with students about the connections between the text and the text features. 

Discuss how the text features support the information in the print text. In addition, discuss how 

the text features contribute to the meaning of the text. 

• Use an informational text paired with a visual text feature (e.g., diagram, map, photo, chart, 

timeline). Students will work independently to pull information from the text that connects to a 

text feature. The text feature will “contribute to” but not reiterate the information in the printed 

text. 

• Present an online print source with digital text features. Lead a discussion on how to interpret 

digital text features (e.g., hyperlinks, audio files, video files, interactive media) and how they 

connect to the print text. 

 

 Clarification 

• Instruction should not merely focus on identifying facts in text features. Rather, students should 

be guided to analyze the text features and print text together to determine how the two support 

each other. 

  

https://www.wbasd.k12.pa.us/Downloads/text_feature_chart_handout.pdf
http://tmstechlab.weebly.com/digital-text-features.html#:~:text=Digital%20text%20features%20include%2C%20hyperlinks,%2C%20and%20comment%2Fnote%20options.&text=Websites%20are%20linked%20together%20by,an%20arrow%20to%20a%20hand)
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 Enrichment 

• News ELA: A Tiny School in Japan (News ELA requires free educator account) 

• Teaching Text Features 

• Using Science Texts to Teach the Organizational Features of Nonfiction 

• Traveling Terrain: Comprehending Nonfiction Text on the Web 

 Key Terms 

informational text, interpret, text features, heading, charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines Web pages, 

digital, connect 

 Resources 

• Information in Charts 

• How Much Vitamin C? 

• Get the Facts  

• Text Features Search & Find 

 

  

https://newsela.com/read/japan-smallschools/id/8844/
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/comprehension/teaching-text-features
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/using-science-texts-teach
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/traveling-terrain-comprehending-nonfiction
https://tpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/vtl07.la.ws.research.lpspiders/reading-charts-and-tables-garden-spiders/
https://www.biglearners.com/?blKey=showWSPDFOnPage&wsCatCode=ecc4c8c3b5a48ee847a3ec5ab10f9d17
https://www.biglearners.com/?blKey=showWSPDFOnPage&wsCatCode=7975729e2d0de0f8f8fb5d8305a7afbe
https://www.literacyleader.com/sites/default/files/Text%20features.structures.pdf
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B-K.1.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Key Ideas and Details 

B-K.1.1.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

 Instructional Supports 

Explicit Text and Drawing Inferences 

• Clarify for students the difference between “explicit text” and “inference.” Explicit text is an 

idea or message stated directly by the author. An inference is a reasonable conclusion based on 

evidence found in the text. Students should be aware that both are tied to the text. 

• As a large group, read through an excerpt from an informational text. Identify details and 

examples that explain what the text says explicitly about events, procedures, ideas, or main idea. 

Ask students questions that can be answered with explicit details from the text. Next, ask 

students text-dependent questions that require them to make inferences.  

• Have students practice making inferences (e.g., Where Am I?, Who Am I?). Students should 

identify details and examples from the text to support their inferences. 

• Share a selection of longer informational texts with students. Give students a variety of questions 

that require both explicit details and inferential responses. As required by the standard, student 

responses should be supported by details and examples from the text. 

 Clarification 

•  Instead of asking questions they can answer solely from their prior knowledge and experience, 

students should answer questions from close reading. 

  

https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/inference-practice-where-am-i/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/inference-practice-who-am-i/
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 Enrichment  

• Close Reading and Comprehension Strategies 

• ASCD—Closing in on Close Reading 

• Edutopia—Questioning That Deepens Comprehension 

• Reading Rockets—Inference 

• Question the Author Strategy Guide 

• Teacher Resources for Making Inferences, Using Context Clues 

 Key Terms 

informational text, main idea, details, explicit details, implicit details, inferences, textual clues, draw 

inferences, literal questions, inferential questions 

 Resources 

• Text-Dependent Question—Graphic Organizer 

• R*A*C*E Graphic Organizer for Constructed Response Answers 

• Non-fiction Pyramid Graphic Organizer 

• Inference Graphic Organizers 

• Text Dependent Questions: Sample Question Starters 

  

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7581/urlt/CloseReading.pdf
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/closing-in-on-close-reading
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/closing-in-on-close-reading
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/questioning-that-deepens-comprehension-douglas-fisher-nancy-frey
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/question-author-30761.html
https://beyondpenguins.ehe.osu.edu/issue/learning-from-the-polar-past/teacher-resources-for-making-inferences-using-context-clues
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/printouts/nonfiction-pyramid-30843.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/InferenceGraphicOrganizers.pdf
https://www.paadultedresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Text-Dependent-Question-Stems-and-Frames-Aligned-to-CCRS-ELA-Tool-10.pdf
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B-K.1.1.2 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Key Ideas and Details 

B-K.1.1.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize 

the text 

 Instructional Supports 

Determine the Main Idea 

• Review the concept of main idea, and model the process for determining the main idea using a 

mentor text. Reinforce the concept that key ideas in a text support the main idea. Discuss the 

scaffolding of text details up to the main idea, differentiating between key details and supporting 

(or even insignificant) details. Start with a whole-class activity of determining the main idea by 

completing the organizer Main Idea + Key Details. Students can continue to use this organizer as 

a tool when reading independently or working in small groups, such as literature circles. 

• If scaffolding is necessary, review and practice the concept of main idea with an excerpt from an 

informational text. 

Summarize a Text 

• Review with students how to determine the key ideas in a text and how to summarize those 

details in an objective statement. Using the organizer mentioned above, challenge the students to 

limit themselves to key ideas, leaving out the ancillary or insignificant details. Students can work 

in small groups to compare lists of key details. Through their group discussions, they may need 

to rework their lists, eliminating unnecessary details. Whole-class discussions may emerge from 

the groups, asking students to support their list of key details to include in a summary and why to 

exclude other details. 

 Clarifications 

• Time-ordered sequencing, such as the “retelling” skill as introduced in the K–1 standard, does 

not meet the rigor of producing a summary. 

https://jenniferfindley.com/read-alouds-for-teaching-main-idea-mentor-texts-for-reading/
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• Main idea can be determined for sections of the text as students scaffold up to working with a 

whole text. 

 Enrichment 

• Understanding the Main Idea When Reading 

• Classroom Strategies: Summarizing 

• Summarizing and Synthesizing: What’s the Difference? 

 Key Terms 

informational text, main idea, summary, key details, supporting detail, relevant detail, irrelevant detail, 

evidence, summarize 

 Resources 

• Main Idea + Key Details organizer 

• Traveling Terrain: Comprehending Nonfiction Text on the Web 

• Graphic Organizers: Main Idea 

• Nonfiction Pyramid 

• Get the Gist: Summarizing 

• Nonfiction Graphic Organizer Template: Main Idea and Details 

• Sum It Up Directions 

• Sum It Up Template 

 

  

https://www.literacyideas.com/getting-the-main-idea?rq=main%20idea
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/summarizing
https://beyondpenguins.ehe.osu.edu/issue/climate-change-and-the-polar-regions/summarizing-and-synthesizing-whats-the-difference
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/traveling-terrain-comprehending-nonfiction-98.html?tab=2#tabs
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/ttc_import/1408063989-12-5610/C_Bibb_Scholastic_Graphic_Organizers_-_page_6.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/printouts/nonfiction-pyramid-30843.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/get_the_gist_comprehension_strategy.pdf
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/main-idea-and-details-template/
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/content/pdfs/sumitup_dir.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/content/pdfs/sumitup.pdf
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B-K.1.1.3 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Key Ideas and Details 

B-K.1.1.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, steps, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 

text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Present students with a historical, scientific, or technical text. The passage should be well 

developed with key events, ideas, steps, or concepts. Ask students the primary question of “What 

happened?” Beyond identification of the event, students will explain why the event happened, 

using details from the text as support. The explanations of why will include relationships 

between the events, ideas, steps, and/or concepts.  

• In small-group discussion and independent written responses, students will practice describing 

events, procedures/steps, ideas, or concepts (“What happened?”) and explaining why the events, 

procedures, ideas, or concepts happened. The answers to “Why did _____ happen?” will lie in 

the interactions of the passage events, procedures/steps, ideas, or concepts.  

 

 Clarification 

• Students should go beyond answering recall questions (who, what, where, etc.) and instead 

should be able to explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts based on specific information in 

the passage. 
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 Enrichment 

• Making Connections in a Nonfiction (Informational)Text 

• Teaching Students to Think about Text 

• Think-Pair-Share 

 Key Terms 

informational text, historical text, scientific text, technical text, event, procedure, idea, concept, explain 

 Resources 

• Why Use a Concept Map? 

• Concept Map Graphic Organizer 

 

  

https://elementarynest.com/making-connections-in-nonfiction-tex/
https://beyondpenguins.ehe.osu.edu/issue/science-at-the-poles/teaching-students-to-think-about-text
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/think-pair-share
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/concept_maps
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/content/pdfs/conceptmap2.pdf
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B-V.4.1.1 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

B-V.4.1.1 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

c. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases used in a text. 

 Instructional Supports 

Using Context to Determine Word and Phrase Meaning 

• Explain to students that there are often clues to the meanings of unknown words or phrases in a 

text before and after an unknown word or phrase. Share with students an anchor chart that 

explains the types of context clues that can be used to find word meanings. Select or create a text 

that will allow students to determine the meanings of words or phrases by using a variety of 

types of context clues, including definitions, antonyms, synonyms, and inferences. Model for 

students how to use context clues to determine the meanings of the words or phrases in the text.  

• Prepare a reading lesson from a class text by identifying several unfamiliar words that have 

ample context clues (“as used in a text”); prepare a list of these words and phrases for student 

use. Students can work independently, in small groups, or in pairs to practice using context clues 

to determine the meanings of these unknown words and phrases.  

• Create a chart of new vocabulary words as well as the context words that clue the meaning. Have 

space in the chart to write the definitions of the words. Have students check the definitions in an 

online or hard copy dictionary.  

  

https://www.stellarteacher.com/blog/teaching-context-clues/
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Using Greek and Latin Affixes to Determine Word and Phrase Meaning 

• Explain to students that a prefix is a letter or group of letters that comes at the beginning of a 

word and that a prefix can alter the meaning of a base word. 

• Explain to students that affixes are letters or groups of letters that are added to the beginning of a 

base word (prefix) or at the end of a base word (suffix) that alters the meaning of that word. 

Explain that affixes can be Greek or Latin in origin. Provide students with a list of the most 

common Greek and Latin affixes. 

• Have students read a grade-level passage that contains words with Greek and Latin suffixes. 

Have students identify words with Greek and Latin suffixes while they read. As they find each 

word, they can add it to a graphic organizer to identify the base word, identify the suffix, and 

determine the word’s meaning.  

Using Greek and Latin Roots to Determine Word and Phrase Meaning 

• Review with students the concept of a root word. Remind students that a root is either a base 

word or a part of a word to which affixes can be added. Explain to students that some roots are 

Greek or Latin in origin. Share some common Greek roots and some common Latin roots. Model 

how to decode words with Greek and Latin origins by highlighting the root in yellow and the 

affixes in pink. Have students read through each affix and root before combining and reading the 

whole word.  

• Have students read a grade-level passage that contains words with Greek and Latin roots. Have 

students identify words with Greek and Latin roots as they read. As they find each word, they 

can add it to a graphic organizer to identify the base word, identify any affixes, and determine 

the word’s meaning.  

Determining Meaning of General Academic and Domain-Specific Words 

• Review the concept of academic vocabulary and discuss how it is different from spoken 

vocabulary. Explain that academic vocabulary is the vocabulary that includes high-frequency 

words used in academic settings. There are words that extend beyond one subject area (e.g., 

analyze, estimate, determine).  

http://users.uoa.gr/~nektar/history/language/greek_latin_derivatives.htm
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/Greek-Roots-Chart.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files/migrated/Latin-Roots-Chart.pdf
https://www.dps61.org/cms/lib/IL50010903/Centricity/Domain/1143/Graphic%20Organizers%20.pdf
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• Review the concept of domain-specific vocabulary and how it is different from academic 

vocabulary. Explain that domain-specific vocabulary includes words that are used within a 

particular area of study or discipline. For example, photosynthesis is a word that is specific to the 

domain of science. Model for students the use of this precise vocabulary during direct instruction 

in each content area. Require students to use domain-specific vocabulary in both their oral and 

written responses.  

• Use mentor texts or content materials (science or social studies texts, textbooks, articles) to 

encourage a class discussion about domain-specific vocabulary. Focus on words and phrases that 

signal actions, emotions, and states of being. Encourage analysis of the words in context, asking 

students to consider why particular words were chosen. 

• Encourage students to make notes of the general academic words and domain-specific words 

they have learned and to use them in discussion and writing in the classroom.  

 Clarification 

• “General academic and domain-specific words” are sometimes referred to as “tier 2” and “tier 3” 

vocabulary. Incorporation of this vocabulary is best achieved when content areas are integrated 

and coordinated across the curriculum.  

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Affixes and Root Words: Teachers Guide 

• Teaching Domain-Specific Words 

• A Guide to Tier 1, 2, and 3 Vocabulary 

• Tier 2 Words 

• Teaching Domain-Specific Vocabulary 

• Vocabulary Development and Nonlinguistic Representations: How Can Science Help? 

  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1042/teachers_guide.pdf
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/blog/post/2019/04/teaching-domain-specific-words
https://bedrocklearning.org/literacy-blogs/a-guide-to-tier-1-2-and-3-vocabulary/
https://tankhuynh.com/a17-tier-two-words/
https://teachingwithamountainview.com/teaching-domain-specific-vocabulary/
https://beyondpenguins.ehe.osu.edu/issue/weather-and-climate-from-home-to-the-poles/vocabulary-development-and-nonlinguistic-representations-how-can-science-help
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 Key Terms 

affix, academic vocabulary, context, domain-specific vocabulary, informational text, prefix, suffix, root, 

vocabulary  

 Resources 

• Transition Words and Phrases 

• Using Context Clues 

• Four Words Vocabulary Exercise 

• Using Context Clues to Understand Word Meanings 

• Content Area Vocabulary Learning 

• Using Greek and Latin Roots Practice 

• Common Content Area Roots and Affixes 

• Latin and Greek Root Word Meaning Match 

• Root Words, Suffixes, and Prefixes 

  

https://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/transition%20words.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/ela/cc-3rd-reading-vocab/xaf0c1b5d7010608e:cc-3rd-pets/xaf0c1b5d7010608e:applying-knowledge/v/using-context-clues-to-figure-out-new-words-reading
https://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/files/2017/10/four-word-sheet-19lysa3-2dbzxx6.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/vocabulary/articles/using-context-clues-understand-word-meanings
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/content-area-vocabulary-learning
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/15greek.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/content-area-roots.pdf
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/greek-and-latin-root-word-meaning-match/view/
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/spelling-and-word-study/articles/root-words-suffixes-and-prefixes
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/spelling-and-word-study/articles/root-words-suffixes-and-prefixes


Grade 4 ELA - Instructional Supports  

 

   

B-V.4.1.2 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Informational Text: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Explain the meaning of similes and metaphors in context. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their antonyms and synonyms. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Introduce and explain different types of figurative language, including similes and metaphors. 

Provide students with a short passage that includes both similes and metaphors. Instruct students 

on how to tell the difference between similes and metaphors. Guide students to determine the 

meaning of the figurative language based on context. 

• Introduce and explain the characteristics of idioms, adages, and proverbs. Provide a reading 

sample to students that includes these types of figurative language. Guide students to recognize 

idioms, adages, and proverbs in text and to determine and explain their meaning. 

• Review the concepts of antonyms and synonyms. Help students to determine the meanings of 

words in a passage by discussing the synonyms and antonyms of the words. Record student 

responses on an anchor chart. 

 Clarification 

• Instruction should guide students to go beyond identification and should include analysis to 

determine meaning. 

 Enrichment 

• Connecting Word Meanings through Semantic Mapping 

  

https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson79/figresource.pdf
https://static.pbslearningmedia.org/media/media_files/iy6n7853wu6e23em7kkh8hilj7cajlx3.pdf
https://www.crafting-connections.com/2014/08/anchors-away-monday-82514-synonyms.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/connecting-word-meanings-through-semantic-mapping
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 Key Terms 

vocabulary acquisition, figurative language, word relationships, similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, 

proverbs, antonyms, synonyms 

 Resources 

• Examples of Similes 

• Metaphor Examples for Kids 

• Examples of Figurative Language Handout 

• 40 Figurative Language Examples for Upper Elementary 

• Idiom Examples 

• Commonly Used Idioms 

• Teaching Idioms  

• Examples of Adages in Literature  

• Animal Proverbs and Adages 

• Examples of Antonyms, Synonyms, and Homonyms 

  

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-similes.html
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/metaphor-examples-for-kids.html
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson115/Figurative_language_handout.pdf
https://funin5thgrade.com/40-figurative-language-examples-for-upper-elementary/?srsltid=AfmBOopX-vUp1GUNLDoXKeSe6vk23DbBDSMVW-MKpjHzeT52WjC9e-QZ
https://www.theidioms.com/
https://www.smart-words.org/quotes-sayings/idioms-meaning.html
https://www.reachtoteachrecruiting.com/teaching-idioms
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-adage-in-literature.html
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/animal-proverbs-and-adages/
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-antonyms-synonyms-and-homonyms.html


Grade 4 ELA - Instructional Supports  

 

   

D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/


Grade 4 ELA - Instructional Supports  

 

   

 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.1.1–D.1.1.8 

 Anchor and Eligible Contents 

Conventions of Standard English Grammar and Usage 

D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns (e.g., who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, 

when, why). 

D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking, I am walking, I will be walking). 

D.1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 

rather than a red small bag). 

D.1.1.5 Form and use prepositional phrases. 

D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on 

sentences.* 

D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their, they’re).* 

D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.  

 Instructional Supports 

• Explain the characteristics of relative pronouns and relative adverbs. Provide students with a 

short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of relative pronouns and 

relative adverbs. Guide students to identify which are correct and which are incorrect. Provide an 

exercise in which students use relative pronouns and relative adverbs correctly in writing.  
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• Differentiate between how the progressive verb tense and other verb tenses are formed and used. 

Provide students with a short writing sample that contains both correct and incorrect uses of the 

progressive verb tense. Help students to identify the difference between correct and incorrect 

progressive verb tenses. Provide an exercise in which students form and use the progressive verb 

tense correctly in writing.  

• Continue these types of exercises to do the following: 

o use modal auxiliaries to convey conditions.  

o order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.  

o form and use prepositional phrases. 

o produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.  

o correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

o ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Clarification 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• Pennsylvania Writing Learning Progressions 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/LearningProgressions/
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 Key Terms 

language, conventions, grammar, usage, relative pronouns, relative adverbs, progressive verb tense, 

modal auxiliaries, adjectives, order of adjectives, prepositional phrases, complete sentences, fragments, 

run-ons, frequently confused words, homophones 

 Resources 

• Relative Adverb Practice 

• Order of Adjectives 

• Adjective Order Chart 

• Commonly Confused Words Worksheets 

  

https://www.k5learning.com/free-grammar-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/adjectives-adverbs/relative-adverbs
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/order-of-adjectives/
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/order-of-adjectives-chart/view/
https://www.k12reader.com/subject/grammar/word-usage/confused-words-worksheets/
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D.1.2.1–D.1.2.4 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Conventions of Standard English Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling 

D.1.2.1 Use correct capitalization. 

D.1.2.2 Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 

D.1.2.3 Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

D.1.2.4 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Review and explain the rules for correct capitalization, including sentence beginnings and proper 

nouns. Identify correct and incorrect use of capitalization in written passages. Prompt students to 

write short samples in which they use capitalization correctly.  

• Review and explain the rules for punctuating direct speech and quotations using commas and 

quotation marks. Guide students to identify correct and incorrect use of commas and quotation 

marks in examples of direct speech and quotations in written passages. Prompt students to write 

sentences in which they use commas and quotation marks correctly when using direct speech and 

quotations.  

 Clarifications 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

• Any lessons regarding spelling should be grounded in linguistics and not rote memorization lists. 

Frequently confused words are usage errors; they should not be considered spelling errors. 
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 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

 Key Terms 

language, conventions, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, comma, quotation marks, direct speech, 

quotation, coordinating conjunction, compound sentence 

 Resources 

• Capitalization  

• Spelling Patterns “Go Fish” Card Game 

• Capitalizing Proper Adjectives Practice 

• Guide to English Spelling Rules 

• 4 Spelling Strategies 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/capitalization-rules/
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/spelling-patterns-fish-card
https://www.k5learning.com/worksheets/grammar/grade-4-capitalize-proper-adjectives-a.pdf
https://davidappleyard.com/english/spelling.htm
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/blog/effective-spelling-strategies/
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D.1.2.1–D.1.2.4 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Conventions of Standard English Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling 

D.1.2.1 Use correct capitalization. 

D.1.2.2 Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 

D.1.2.3 Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

D.1.2.4 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Review and explain the rules for correct capitalization, including sentence beginnings and proper 

nouns. Identify correct and incorrect use of capitalization in written passages. Prompt students to 

write short samples in which they use capitalization correctly.  

• Review and explain the rules for punctuating direct speech and quotations using commas and 

quotation marks. Guide students to identify correct and incorrect use of commas and quotation 

marks in examples of direct speech and quotations in written passages. Prompt students to write 

sentences in which they use commas and quotation marks correctly when using direct speech and 

quotations.  

 Clarifications 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

• Any lessons regarding spelling should be grounded in linguistics and not rote memorization lists. 

Frequently confused words are usage errors; they should not be considered spelling errors. 
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 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

 Key Terms 

language, conventions, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, comma, quotation marks, direct speech, 

quotation, coordinating conjunction, compound sentence 

 Resources 

• Capitalization  

• Spelling Patterns “Go Fish” Card Game 

• Capitalizing Proper Adjectives Practice 

• Guide to English Spelling Rules 

• 4 Spelling Strategies 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/capitalization-rules/
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/spelling-patterns-fish-card
https://www.k5learning.com/worksheets/grammar/grade-4-capitalize-proper-adjectives-a.pdf
https://davidappleyard.com/english/spelling.htm
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/blog/effective-spelling-strategies/
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D.1.2.1–D.1.2.4 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Conventions of Standard English Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling 

D.1.2.1 Use correct capitalization. 

D.1.2.2 Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 

D.1.2.3 Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

D.1.2.4 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Review and explain the rules for correct capitalization, including sentence beginnings and proper 

nouns. Identify correct and incorrect use of capitalization in written passages. Prompt students to 

write short samples in which they use capitalization correctly.  

• Review and explain the rules for punctuating direct speech and quotations using commas and 

quotation marks. Guide students to identify correct and incorrect use of commas and quotation 

marks in examples of direct speech and quotations in written passages. Prompt students to write 

sentences in which they use commas and quotation marks correctly when using direct speech and 

quotations.  

 Clarifications 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

• Any lessons regarding spelling should be grounded in linguistics and not rote memorization lists. 

Frequently confused words are usage errors; they should not be considered spelling errors. 
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 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

 Key Terms 

language, conventions, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, comma, quotation marks, direct speech, 

quotation, coordinating conjunction, compound sentence 

 Resources 

• Capitalization  

• Spelling Patterns “Go Fish” Card Game 

• Capitalizing Proper Adjectives Practice 

• Guide to English Spelling Rules 

• 4 Spelling Strategies 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/capitalization-rules/
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/spelling-patterns-fish-card
https://www.k5learning.com/worksheets/grammar/grade-4-capitalize-proper-adjectives-a.pdf
https://davidappleyard.com/english/spelling.htm
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/blog/effective-spelling-strategies/
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D.1.2.1–D.1.2.4 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Conventions of Standard English Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling 

D.1.2.1 Use correct capitalization. 

D.1.2.2 Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 

D.1.2.3 Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

D.1.2.4 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Review and explain the rules for correct capitalization, including sentence beginnings and proper 

nouns. Identify correct and incorrect use of capitalization in written passages. Prompt students to 

write short samples in which they use capitalization correctly.  

• Review and explain the rules for punctuating direct speech and quotations using commas and 

quotation marks. Guide students to identify correct and incorrect use of commas and quotation 

marks in examples of direct speech and quotations in written passages. Prompt students to write 

sentences in which they use commas and quotation marks correctly when using direct speech and 

quotations.  

 Clarifications 

• Aside from limited use of direct instruction “drills,” aim to incorporate the language standard 

instruction into longer writing activities, revision of their own writing, or observation of how 

authors use the skills (when reading passages for class). 

• Any lessons regarding spelling should be grounded in linguistics and not rote memorization lists. 

Frequently confused words are usage errors; they should not be considered spelling errors. 
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 Enrichment 

Professional Development 

• Attending to Grammar 

• There are many excellent print resources available; resources marketed for ESL educators are 

adaptable for all students. 

 Key Terms 

language, conventions, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, comma, quotation marks, direct speech, 

quotation, coordinating conjunction, compound sentence 

 Resources 

• Capitalization  

• Spelling Patterns “Go Fish” Card Game 

• Capitalizing Proper Adjectives Practice 

• Guide to English Spelling Rules 

• 4 Spelling Strategies 

  

https://depts.washington.edu/owrcweb/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Attending-to-Grammar.pdf
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/capitalization-rules/
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/spelling-patterns-fish-card
https://www.k5learning.com/worksheets/grammar/grade-4-capitalize-proper-adjectives-a.pdf
https://davidappleyard.com/english/spelling.htm
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/blog/effective-spelling-strategies/
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D.2.1.1–D.2.1.3 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Knowledge of Language 

D.2.1.1 Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

D.2.1.2 Choose punctuation for effect.* 

D.2.1.3 Choose words and phrases for effect. 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades. Eligible 

Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Write a paragraph that contains words and phrases that lack precision and present it to the 

students. Model for the students how a writer can replace imprecise words and phrases with more 

interesting words. Explain that writers should choose precise and descriptive words and phrases 

for meaning and style. Help students write sentences in which they substitute less precise words 

and phrases for effective vocabulary.  

• Write a paragraph that contains various punctuation marks used for effect. Discuss with the 

students the effect each type of punctuation creates. Guide students in writing their own 

paragraph, choosing punctuation for specific effects either predetermined or selected on their 

own. 

• Explain to students that using words and phrases for effect means using language strategically. 

Write two sentences on the board such as the following: “The caterpillar walked on the leaf.” 

“The curious caterpillar wiggled across the leaf.” Ask students which sentence creates the effect 

of painting a picture in the reader’s mind. Provide additional examples for students to use to 

practice examining the specific effect of writing strategically. 

 Clarifications 

• Instruction in this standard should allow for independent writing practice and revision. Students 

should practice skills, not just identification. 
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 Enrichment 

• Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Precisely 

• How to Write Clearly: Using Precise and Concise Language 

 Key Terms 

words, phrases, precise, punctuation, effect 

 Resources 

• Precise words and phrases 

• Choosing Words and Phrases for Effect: Lesson for Kids 

• Using Words and Phrases for Effect 

• Punctuation Party  

• Using Punctuation for Effect Practice 

 

  

https://www.monash.edu/rlo/research-writing-assignments/writing/clear-communication/writing-clearly-concisely-and-precisely
http://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/style_purpose_strategy/writing_clearly.html
https://betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/1334/ccss-ela-literacy-l-4-3a-choose-words-and-phrases-to-convey-ideas-precisely
https://study.com/academy/lesson/choosing-words-phrases-for-effect-lesson-for-kids.html
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade3/17effect.html
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/1335/ccss-ela-literacy-l-4-3b-choose-punctuation-for-effect?from=core_child
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/13effects.html
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D.2.1.1–D.2.1.3 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Knowledge of Language 

D.2.1.1 Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

D.2.1.2 Choose punctuation for effect.* 

D.2.1.3 Choose words and phrases for effect. 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades. Eligible 

Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Write a paragraph that contains words and phrases that lack precision and present it to the 

students. Model for the students how a writer can replace imprecise words and phrases with more 

interesting words. Explain that writers should choose precise and descriptive words and phrases 

for meaning and style. Help students write sentences in which they substitute less precise words 

and phrases for effective vocabulary.  

• Write a paragraph that contains various punctuation marks used for effect. Discuss with the 

students the effect each type of punctuation creates. Guide students in writing their own 

paragraph, choosing punctuation for specific effects either predetermined or selected on their 

own. 

• Explain to students that using words and phrases for effect means using language strategically. 

Write two sentences on the board such as the following: “The caterpillar walked on the leaf.” 

“The curious caterpillar wiggled across the leaf.” Ask students which sentence creates the effect 

of painting a picture in the reader’s mind. Provide additional examples for students to use to 

practice examining the specific effect of writing strategically. 

 Clarifications 

• Instruction in this standard should allow for independent writing practice and revision. Students 

should practice skills, not just identification. 
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 Enrichment 

• Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Precisely 

• How to Write Clearly: Using Precise and Concise Language 

 Key Terms 

words, phrases, precise, punctuation, effect 

 Resources 

• Precise words and phrases 

• Choosing Words and Phrases for Effect: Lesson for Kids 

• Using Words and Phrases for Effect 

• Punctuation Party  

• Using Punctuation for Effect Practice 
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D.2.1.1–D.2.1.3 

 Anchor and Eligible Content 

Knowledge of Language 

D.2.1.1 Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

D.2.1.2 Choose punctuation for effect.* 

D.2.1.3 Choose words and phrases for effect. 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades. Eligible 

Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades. 

 Instructional Supports 

• Write a paragraph that contains words and phrases that lack precision and present it to the 

students. Model for the students how a writer can replace imprecise words and phrases with more 

interesting words. Explain that writers should choose precise and descriptive words and phrases 

for meaning and style. Help students write sentences in which they substitute less precise words 

and phrases for effective vocabulary.  

• Write a paragraph that contains various punctuation marks used for effect. Discuss with the 

students the effect each type of punctuation creates. Guide students in writing their own 

paragraph, choosing punctuation for specific effects either predetermined or selected on their 

own. 

• Explain to students that using words and phrases for effect means using language strategically. 

Write two sentences on the board such as the following: “The caterpillar walked on the leaf.” 

“The curious caterpillar wiggled across the leaf.” Ask students which sentence creates the effect 

of painting a picture in the reader’s mind. Provide additional examples for students to use to 

practice examining the specific effect of writing strategically. 

 Clarifications 

• Instruction in this standard should allow for independent writing practice and revision. Students 

should practice skills, not just identification. 
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 Enrichment 

• Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Precisely 

• How to Write Clearly: Using Precise and Concise Language 

 Key Terms 

words, phrases, precise, punctuation, effect 

 Resources 

• Precise words and phrases 

• Choosing Words and Phrases for Effect: Lesson for Kids 

• Using Words and Phrases for Effect 

• Punctuation Party  

• Using Punctuation for Effect Practice 

 

  

https://www.monash.edu/rlo/research-writing-assignments/writing/clear-communication/writing-clearly-concisely-and-precisely
http://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/style_purpose_strategy/writing_clearly.html
https://betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/1334/ccss-ela-literacy-l-4-3a-choose-words-and-phrases-to-convey-ideas-precisely
https://study.com/academy/lesson/choosing-words-phrases-for-effect-lesson-for-kids.html
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade3/17effect.html
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/1335/ccss-ela-literacy-l-4-3b-choose-punctuation-for-effect?from=core_child
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/grade4/13effects.html
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Central Message + Key Detail



Grade 4 ELA - Instructional Supports  

 

 

 Copyright © 2021 by Data Recognition Corporation Page 56 of 70 

Character Map
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Content Anchor Chart
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Context Clues--Vocabulary
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Elaborate! 
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Graphic Organizer: Event/Procedure/Concept 

Event, Procedure, 

Concept 

What happened? Why did it 

happen? 

Textual Evidence 
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 Evidence-based Sentence Starters 
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Informative Writing Map 
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Main Idea + Key Details
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Mentor Text Organizer
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R*A*C*E Constructed Response 
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Recounting a Text—Detailed  
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