LEA Name _________________ Assessment Plan for 2025-2026 School Year
Since this document does not contain the PDE logo, you may edit the spreadsheets as you wish.  In the tables below, you will find space for diagnostic, benchmark, summative and other assessments.  When outlining the purpose for each assessment, consider each grade level and content area to avoid potential gaps or potential redundancies.  There is space to include local assessments specific to your LEA.  Windows for the CDT, Firefly, PSSA and Keystone Exams are provided.  There is space to specify the students who will complete the assessments along with specific date(s), and assessment administrators.  
Prior to administering any assessments, develop a theory of action.  Determine the information you need about which students and when you need the information.  Design your assessment schedule for the students based upon assessments of learning, assessments for learning and assessments as learning.  
For data review, consider scheduling data team meetings in advance of the assessment to ensure those needing access to the data are provided with the data, adequate time to discuss the data, the reports generated and action steps following the data meetings.  Include a list of all individuals who will participate in the data review process. 
For additional information, go to the PDE website  Assessment and Accountability page or the PDE SAS portal PDE SAS  

Types of Assessments
1. Universal screening assessments are usually conducted with all students enrolled in a specific grade level.  Often, these assessments are followed by additional testing or short-term progress monitoring to evaluate students’ risk status.  The WIDA screener is an English language proficiency assessment given to new students in grades K–12.  WIDA results help educators identify students as English Learners (ELs).  The online testing platform used to deliver WIDA, PSSA, Keystone Exams, CDT and Firefly are identical.  

2. Formative assessments are usually part of the instructional process that involves continuous gathering, analyzing, and reflecting on evidence to make informed judgments and enhance student learning.   Feedback is critical in this process because it enables teachers to adjust their instruction and students to adjust their learning.

3. Summative assessments evaluate student learning at the end of an instructional unit using state eligible content standards. Examples include end of chapter tests, midterm exams, final exams, projects, presentations, and state end of year/end of course assessments.  For accountability, students enrolled in grades 3-8 complete end of year PSSA assessments in ELA and Mathematics; students in grades 5 and 8 also complete  PSSA Science. End of course Keystone Exams are completed by students enrolled in Algebra I, Biology and Literature. 

4. Diagnostic assessments outline students’ areas of strength and need. The Classroom Diagnostic Tools (CDTs) are available in Mathematics, Reading, Science, Writing, Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Biology, English Composition, and Literature.  LEAs may choose to use the full CDT, the Diagnostic Category CDTs, or a combination to meet instructional goals.  With the full CDT, students answer an approximately equal number of questions in each of the PSSA or Keystone exam reporting categories.  With the Diagnostic Category CDTs, students answer questions based upon a single reporting category.  The CDTs allow administration of above and below grade level questions to facilitate diagnoses. However, the CDTs do not predict performance on the summative assessments. The CDTs are best used to answer questions such as, “how are students performing today, what are the specific learning areas in which students need support, and are students performing above or below grade level?” Results from the CDTs can be used to determine where to focus instruction to meet day to day learning goals. The CDTs administration window runs from mid-August through mid-June, and LEAs may elect to administer the CDT after the summative assessments as preparation for the following school year. CDT is free for all Pennsylvania schools and is delivered on the same platform as Firefly and the state summative assessments.  Results are delivered within an hour and include the following reports:  Group Map, Individual Map, Learning Progression Map, Growth and Focus, and Batch Downloads.

5. Benchmark assessments measure students’ progress in relation to grade level or course level standards. The new Firefly benchmark assessment is aligned to Pennsylvania standards to reflect and measure the same student knowledge and skills measured by the PSSA and Keystone Exams.  Firefly also differs from the CDTs in that questions are aligned to grade-level or course-level expectations; students do not answer questions above or below grade level. The number of questions for each reporting category follows the summative assessment blueprints. Firefly will predict summative performance following the pilot year, and can best answer questions such as, “how are students likely to perform at the end of the year, and are students on track to meet our end of year grade-level goals or end of course goals?”  The Firefly administration window opens during the first week in October and closes right before the summative test window opens.  Firefly is free for all Pennsylvania schools and is delivered on the same platform as CDT and the state summative assessments. Results are delivered within an hour. During 2025-26, Firefly reports for Mathematics, ELA, Algebra I and Literature will expand extensively beyond Individual Student Reports (ISRs) and include: Student Dashboard with Instructional Strategies, Student Group Roster, Longitudinal Roster, Group Performance, Group Progress, Content Area Comparison, Reporting Category Comparison, and Batch Downloads.  For science and Biology, Individual Student Reports will be available during the 2025-26 school year. 











Elementary Grades K-2 Assessment Calendar 
	Assessments Specific to Your LEA
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Name and Type of Assessment
Grade(s)
Window
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	Progress Monitoring for students with IEPs



	
	
	
	

	WIDA to screen for English Learners



	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	


Elementary Grades 3-5 Assessment Calendar 
	Diagnostic Assessments
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Classroom Diagnostic Tools (CDT)
Grades 3, 4, 5
Window 8/25/25-6/12/26
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	CDT Mathematics 






	
	
	
	

	CDT Reading 






	
	
	
	

	CDT Science  






	
	
	
	

	CDT Writing 






	
	
	
	



	Benchmark Assessments 
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Firefly 
Grades 3, 4, 5
Window 10/6/25 – 4/17/26
May administer each up to 3 times
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	Firefly ELA 






	
	
	
	

	Firefly Mathematics 






	
	
	
	

	Firefly Science  (Grade 5 only)






	
	
	
	









	Summative Assessments
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	PSSA
Grades 3, 4, 5
Windows 
ELA 4/20/26 – 4/24/26
Mathematics, Science 4/27/26 – 5/8/26
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	PSSA ELA 






	
	
	
	

	PSSA Mathematics 






	
	
	
	

	PSSA Science  (Grade 5 only)






	
	
	
	

	PASA ELA, Mathematics, Science for 
eligible students. Max 1% of the 
population. 



	
	
	
	



	Other Assessments Specific to Your LEA
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Name and Type of Assessment
Grade(s)
Window
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	Progress Monitoring for students with IEPs




	
	
	
	

	WIDA to screen for English Learners




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	


Middle School Grades 6-8 Assessment Calendar 
	Diagnostic Assessments
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Classroom Diagnostic Tools (CDT)
Grades 6, 7, 8 
Window 8/25/25-6/12/26
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	CDT Mathematics 






	
	
	
	

	CDT Reading 






	
	
	
	

	CDT Science  






	
	
	
	

	CDT Writing 






	
	
	
	



	Benchmark Assessments
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Firefly 
Grades 6, 7, 8
Window 10/6/25 – 4/17/26
May administer each up to 3 times
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	Firefly ELA 






	
	
	
	

	Firefly Mathematics 






	
	
	
	

	Firefly Science  (Grade 8 only)






	
	
	
	










	Summative Assessments
Purpose: 



	
	
	
	

	PSSA
Grades 6, 7, 8 
Windows 
ELA 4/20/26 – 4/24/26
Mathematics, Science 4/27/26 – 5/8/26
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	PSSA ELA 






	
	
	
	

	PSSA Mathematics 






	
	
	
	

	PSSA Science  (Grade 8 only)






	
	
	
	

	PASA ELA, Mathematics, Science for 
eligible students. Max 1% of the 
population. 




	
	
	
	



	Other Assessments Specific to Your LEA
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Name and Type of Assessment
Grade(s)
Window
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	Progress Monitoring for students with IEPs





	
	
	
	

	WIDA to screen for English Learners





	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	


High School Grades 9-12 Assessment Calendar 
	Diagnostic Assessments
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Classroom Diagnostic Tools (CDT)
Grades 9-12  
Window 8/25/25-6/12/26
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	CDT Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry 






	
	
	
	

	CDT English Composition 






	
	
	
	

	CDT Biology






	
	
	
	

	CDT Literature 






	
	
	
	



	Benchmark Assessments
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Firefly 
Grades 9-12 
Window 10/6/25 – 5/8/26
May administer each up to 3 times
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	Firefly Algebra I  






	
	
	
	

	Firefly Biology 






	
	
	
	

	Firefly Literature  






	
	
	
	









	Summative Assessments
Purpose: 



	
	
	
	

	Keystone Exams Algebra I, Biology,
Literature  
Grades 9-12  
Windows 
12/3/25 – 12/17/25; 1/5/26 – 1/16/26;
5/11/26 – 5/22/26; 7/27/26 – 7/31/26
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	Keystone Algebra I  






	
	
	
	

	Keystone Biology 






	
	
	
	

	Keystone Literature   






	
	
	
	

	PASA ELA, Mathematics, Science for 
eligible students. Max 1% of the 
population. 



	
	
	
	



	Other Assessments Specific to Your LEA
Purpose: 




	
	
	
	

	Name and Type of Assessment
Grade(s)
Window
	Students
	Date(s) 
 
	Administered by: 
	Data Review Date(s) and Participants

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	


	Progress Monitoring for students with IEPs





	
	
	
	

	WIDA to screen for English Learners
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