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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Josh Shapiro, Governor

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) does not discriminate in its educational programs, activities,
or employment practices, based on race, color, national origin, [sex] gender, sexual orientation, disability, age,
religion, ancestry, union membership, gender identity or expression, AIDS or HIV status, or any other legally
protected category. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with State Law including the Pennsylvania
Human Relations Act and with Federal law, including Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination
in Employment Act of 1967, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the Pennsylvania Department of
Education’s nondiscrimination policies:

For Inquiries Concerning Nondiscrimination in Employment:
Pennsylvania Department of Education

Equal Employment Opportunity Representative

Bureau of Human Resources

607 Forum Drive

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Voice Telephone: (717) 787-4417

Fax: (717) 783-9348

For Inquiries Concerning Nondiscrimination in All Other Pennsylvania Department of Education
Programs and Activities:

Pennsylvania Department of Education

School Services Unit Director

607 Forum Drive

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Voice Telephone: (717) 783-3750

Fax: (717) 783-6802

If you have any questions about this publication or for additional copies, contact:

Pennsylvania Department of Education

Center for Data Quality and Information Technology
607 Forum Drive

Harrisburg, PA 17120

www.education.pa.gov

All Media Requests/Inquiries: Contact the Office of Press & Communications at (717) 783-9802.
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Pennsylvania Department of Education Administration

607 Forum Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17120

Carrie Rowe, Ed.D.
Acting Secretary of Education

Angela Fitterer
Executive Deputy Secretary

Marcus Delgado
Deputy Secretary, Office of Administration

Amy Lena
Deputy Secretary, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

Lynette Kuhn Ed.D.
Deputy Secretary, Office of Postsecondary and Higher Education

Sue Banks
Deputy Secretary, Office of Commonwealth Libraries

Shante’ Brown
Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development and Early Learning

Pennsylvania Education Department Postsecondary PIMS Team

Postsecondary PIMS Project Sponsor Lynette Kuhn, Ed.D.
Postsecondary PIMS Support Services: Call Toll Free 1-800-661-2423
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Introduction

Purpose

The Pennsylvania Information Management System (PIMS) is a statewide longitudinal data system for the
collection and reporting of unit-level educational data.

PIMS was developed with the purpose of:

¢ Allowing the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) to meet federal and state reporting
requirements;

e Streamlining the reporting processes from educational institutions to PDE and the U.S. Department of
Education;

e Reporting timely and accurate education data through standardized and ad hoc reporting capabilities;

e Improving educational decision-making through the use of high-quality data and decision support tools,
and;

¢ Providing longitudinal data on educational progress over time.

The TAOC Act 76 Unit-Level Data Collection Elements Manual lists the templates and unit-level data elements
collected by PDE in accordance with federal statute or regulation or as required by the Pennsylvania Public
School Code of 1949, as amended.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

Student education records are official, confidential documents protected by the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA, 20 USC 1232g). FERPA defines education records as all records — both paper and
computerized — that schools or education agencies maintain about students, and protects both paper and
computerized records. FERPA and other privacy laws (such as Title | and Special Education) ensure that
information about citizens collected by schools and government agencies is released only for specific and
legally defined purposes.

Under FERPA Sec. 99.31 and 99.35, education agencies may release personally identifiable information to the
PDE for the purposes of auditing and evaluating education programs and complying with federal and state
regulations.

Act 24 of 2011

Act 24 of 2011 authorizes PDE to collect unit-level data that are mandated by federal statute or regulation or as
required by Pennsylvania Public School Code of 1949 as amended. PDE is collecting data elements necessary
to meet the following reporting requirements:

e Pennsylvania Transfer and Articulation System (Act 76 of 2019)

Act 82 of 2012 expanded the data elements PDE is authorized to collect to include those elements that
institutions submit voluntarily. The table below lists the unit-level data elements collected by PDE in PIMS
Postsecondary.
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Students to Be Reported in PIMS

Postsecondary students may opt out of commonwealth data collection by submitting to PDE the electronic
Postsecondary Data Collection Opt-Out Form' available on the PDE website at least one month prior to the
data submission.

Prior to each data collection, PDE will provide postsecondary institutions with a list of students who have
submitted the Postsecondary Data Collection Opt-Out Form to PDE for the respective collection term. The
postsecondary institution is responsible for excluding those students’ information from the data collection.

SurveyMonkey Powered Online Survey
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Unit-Level Data Collected in PIMS

Template ‘ Field Name ‘ Definition Intended Use
PS Student LAST NAME Student’s full legal last name. Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student FIRST NAME Student’s full legal first name. Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student MIDDLE NAME Student’s full legal middle name or | Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution initial. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student BIRTH DATE Provide the birth date of the Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution student. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student SOCIAL Provide the social security number | Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution SECURITY of the student. reporting requirements for the
NUMBER commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student PS LOCAL Student’s local institutional ID. Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution STUDENT ID reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student FIRST Identifies if the student is a first- Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution GENERATION generation college student. reporting requirements for the
STATUS CODE commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student GENDER CODE | Student's gender. Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student RACE CODE Student's race. Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
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Template ‘ Field Name ‘ Definition Intended Use
PS Student HISPANIC Indicator of whether student is Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution INDICATOR Hispanic. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student NONRESIDENT Indicator of whether student is a Data element is not collected. The
Institution ALIEN Nonresident Alien. data warehouse system requires
INDICATOR the data element to be submitted
but a default value is used.
PS Student MILITARY Provide the military status of the Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution STATUS CODE student. Whether the student is a reporting requirements for the
veteran. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student SINGLE PARENT | Specifies if the student is a single Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution INDICATOR parent. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student HAS Specifies whether the student has | Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution DEPENDENT dependents. reporting requirements for the
INDICATOR commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student ECONOMICALLY | Provides the Pell Grant eligibility of | Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution DISADVANTAGE | the student. reporting requirements for the
D INDICATOR commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student STUDENT Provides the type of transfer Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution TRANSFER agreement the student transferred | reporting requirements for the
TYPE CODE into the institution under. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student PERMANENT Provides the city where the Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution ADDRESS CITY | student’s permanent address is reporting requirements for the
located. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student PERMANENT Provides the state where the Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution ADDRESS student’s permanent address is reporting requirements for the
STATE CODE located. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
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Template ‘ Field Name ‘ Definition Intended Use
PS Student PERMANENT Provides the Zip Code where the Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution ADDRESS BASE | student’s permanent address is reporting requirements for the
ZIP CODE located. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student STATE Provides the student’s Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution RESIDENCY Pennsylvania residency status and | reporting requirements for the
CODE local sponsor residency for commonwealth’s transfer and
community college students. articulation system.
PS Student HOMELESS Provides whether the student is Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution INDICATOR experiencing housing insecurity. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student FIRST TERM OF | The date of the student’s first term | Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution ACADEMIC of undergraduate academic reporting requirements for the
HISTORY DATE | history. This could be at the commonwealth’s transfer and
reporting institution or a different articulation system.
institution. Note that this should not
include credits earned while still in
high school.
PS Student FIRST Date of student’s first enroliment at | Data used to meet commonwealth
Institution ENROLLMENT the institution for the same level reporting requirements for the
AT INSTITUTION | (e.g., undergraduate, graduate, commonwealth’s transfer and
DATE etc.). articulation system.
PS Student MAJOR CIP Six character Classification of Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment CODE Instructional Programs (CIP) code | reporting requirements for the
of the student's major. The CIP commonwealth’s transfer and
Code is the accepted government | articulation system.
standard for program coding in all
education information surveys.
PS Student SECOND Six character Classification of Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment MAJOR CIP Instructional Programs (CIP) code | reporting requirements for the
CODE of the student's second major. The | commonwealth’s transfer and
CIP Code is the accepted articulation system.
government standard for program
coding in all education information
surveys.
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Template ‘ Field Name ‘ Definition Intended Use
PS Student MINOR CIP Six character Classification of Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment CODE Instructional Programs (CIP) code | reporting requirements for the
of the student's third major. The commonwealth’s transfer and
CIP Code is the accepted articulation system.
government standard for program
coding in all education information
surveys.
PS Student SECOND MINOR | Six character Classification of Data used to meet commonwealth

Enroliment CIP CODE Instructional Programs (CIP) code | reporting requirements for the
of the student's third major. The commonwealth’s transfer and
CIP Code is the accepted articulation system.
government standard for program
coding in all education information
surveys.
PS Student DEGREE Specifies academic award of Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment SEEKING TYPE | program which student is enrolled. | reporting requirements for the
CODE commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student DUAL Specifies whether as of the Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment ENROLLMENT reporting period the student was reporting requirements for the
TYPE CODE dually enrolled as part of the Act commonwealth’s transfer and
46 program, not articulation system.
dually/concurrently enrolled or
dually/concurrently enrolled but not
part of the Act 46 program.
PS Student FULL TIME Specifies student's full- or part-time | Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment STUDENT status as of the reporting period. A | reporting requirements for the
INDICATOR full-time undergraduate studentis | commonwealth’s transfer and
defined as a student enrolled for articulation system.
12 or more semester credits, or 12
or more quarter credits, or 24 or
more contact hours a week each
term.
PS Student ALTERNATE Specifies whether the student has | Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment CREDIT received alternate credits, such as | reporting requirements for the
INDICATOR AP, 1B, Dual Enroliment, etc. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student GRADUATION Specifies whether the student Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment INDICATOR graduated during the current reporting requirements for the
academic year. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
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Template ‘ Field Name ‘

Definition

Intended Use

PS Student FAFSA Specifies whether the student Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment INDICATOR completed the Free Application for | reporting requirements for the
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)® for | commonwealth’s transfer and
the current academic year. articulation system.
PS Student EXIT REASON Reason the student left the Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment CODE institution during or at the end of reporting requirements for the
the term. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student NUMBER OF Specifies the number of alternate Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment ALTERNATE credits the student has received. reporting requirements for the
CREDITS commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student CUMULATIVE Cumulative non-remedial credits Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment CREDITS earned by the student. reporting requirements for the
COMPLETED commonwealth’s transfer and
When a student changes from articulation system.
undergraduate to graduate, do not
count undergraduate credits.
Include transfer credits.
PS Student CUMULATIVE Cumulative remedial credits Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment REMEDIAL earned by the student. reporting requirements for the
CREDITS commonwealth’s transfer and
COMPLETED articulation system.
Remedial courses are pre-college
courses designed for students who
do not place into first college-level
courses.
PS Student CUMULATIVE Cumulative nonremedial credits Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment NONREMEDIAL | earned by the student. reporting requirements for the
CREDITS commonwealth’s transfer and
COMPLETED articulation system.
PS Student CUMULATIVE Provides the student’s cumulative | Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment GPA GPA as of the end of the most reporting requirements for the
recent semester completed. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student NUMBER OF AP | Provides the number of credits the | Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment CREDITS student has earned through reporting requirements for the
Advanced Placement test scores. | commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
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Template ‘ Field Name ‘ Definition Intended Use
PS Student ARTICULATION | Identifies whether the student Data used to meet commonwealth
Enroliment PROGRAM transferred after completing a reporting requirements for the
INDICATOR degree. commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
Student AWARD CODE The type of award/degree Data used to meet commonwealth
Award conferred on the student. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
Student AWARD CIP Six-Character Classification of Data used to meet commonwealth
Award CODE Instructional Programs (CIP) code | reporting requirements for the
of the student’s degree, certificate | commonwealth’s transfer and
or diploma earned at the end of the | articulation system.
term.
Student AWARD DATE The date the award was conferred | Data used to meet commonwealth
Award on the student. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
Student FIRST The date the student first enrolled | Data used to meet commonwealth
Award ENROLLMENT at the institution conferring the reporting requirements for the
AT AWARDING award. commonwealth’s transfer and
INSTITUTION articulation system.
DATE
Student ARTICULATION | Indicates whether credits Data used to meet commonwealth
Award PROGRAM transferred in under an articulation | reporting requirements for the
INDICATOR program were included in the commonwealth’s transfer and
student’s degree. articulation system.
PS Student TRANSFER The IPEDS Unit ID of the Data used to meet commonwealth
Transfer Fact | FROM IPEDS postsecondary institution from reporting requirements for the
UNIT ID which the student is transferring commonwealth’s transfer and
credits. articulation system.
PS Student TRANSFER The time period that the student Data used to meet commonwealth
Transfer Fact | DATE transferred. reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
PS Student | CREDIT GPA Identify the type of credits Data used to meet commonwealth
Transfer Fact | CODE submitted. (total credits, credits reporting requirements for the
accepted, and credits rejected) commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
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Template ‘ Field Name ‘

PS Student TRANSFER
Transfer Fact | CREDITS

Definition

The number of credits transferred.

Intended Use

Data used to meet commonwealth
reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.

PS Student | TRANSFER GPA

Transfer Fact

The student’'s GPA at the
institution where the transfer
credits were completed.

Data used to meet commonwealth
reporting requirements for the
commonwealth’s transfer and
articulation system.
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