
Annex A 

TITLE 49. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL STANDARDS 

PART I. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Subpart A. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS 

CHAPTER 21. STATE BOARD OF NURSING 

Subchapter A. REGISTERED NURSES 

LICENSEES 

§ 21.30a. Continued competency. 
 (a) A registered nurse whose license has lapsed for 5 years or longer or has been placed on 
inactive status for 5 years or longer, as permitted in section 11(b) of the act (63 P.S. § 221(b)), 
may reactivate the license by doing one of the following: 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
 
 (3) Providing evidence to the Board that the applicant has a current license and has practiced 
as a registered nurse in another jurisdiction for at least 3,600 hours within the last 5 years. 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
 

Subchapter B. PRACTICAL NURSES 

LICENSURE 

§ 21.156a. Continued competency. 
 (a) A licensed practical nurse whose license has lapsed for 5 years or longer or has been 
placed on inactive status for 5 years or longer, as permitted in section 13.1(b) of the act (63 P.S. 
§ 663.1(b)), may reactivate the license by doing one of the following: 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
 
 (3) Providing evidence to the Board that the applicant has a current license and has practiced 
as a practical nurse in another jurisdiction for at least 3,600 hours within the last 5 years. 

*  *  *  *  * 



 
 

Subchapter K. LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT UNDER 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 
Sec. 

21.1101. Definitions. 
21.1102. Licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111. 
21.1103. Provisional endorsement license. 
21.1104. Licensure by endorsement fee. 

§ 21.1101. Definitions. 
 The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the following meanings, 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

 Jurisdiction—A state, territory or country. 

§ 21.1102. Licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S.§ 3111. 
 (a) Requirements for issuance. To be issued a license by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 
3111 (relating to licensure by endorsement), an applicant shall satisfy all of the following 
conditions: 

 (1) Have a current license, certificate, registration or permit in good standing to practice the 
profession in another jurisdiction whose standards are substantially equivalent to or exceed those 
established under section 6(a) and (c) of The Professional Nursing Law (63 P.S. § 216(a) and 
(c)) and § 21.21 (relating to application for examination) pertaining to registered nurses; section 
5 of the Practical Nurse Law (63 P.S. § 655) and § 21.158 (relating to qualifications of 
application for examination) pertaining to licensed practical nurses; section 8.1 of The 
Professional Nursing Law (63 P.S. § 218.1) and § 21.271 (relating to certification requirements) 
pertaining to certified registered nurse practitioners; section 6(b) and (c) of The Professional 
Nursing Law (63 P.S. § 216(b) and (c)) and § 21.721 (relating to qualifications for licensure) 
pertaining to dietitians-nutritionists; and section 8.5 of The Professional Nursing Law (63 P.S. § 
218.5) and § 21.811 (relating to qualifications for initial certification) pertaining to clinical nurse 
specialists. The following apply: 

 (i) An applicant must submit a copy of the current applicable law, regulation or other rule 
governing licensure, certification, registration or permit requirements and scope of practice in the 
jurisdiction that issued the license, certificate, registration or permit. 

 (ii) If the applicable law, regulation or other rule is in a language other than English, at the 
applicant's expense, the applicable law, regulation or other rule shall be translated by a 
professional translation service and verified to be complete and accurate. 

 (iii) The copy of the applicable law, regulation or other rule must include the enactment date. 

 (2) Demonstrate competency for the license or certificate being sought through experience in 
the profession by documenting, at a minimum, that the applicant has actively engaged in a total 



of 3,600 hours, with no more than 1,800 hours per year. This experience shall be in the practice 
of the profession under a license, certificate, registration or permit in a substantially equivalent 
jurisdiction, or jurisdictions, for at least 2 of the 5 years immediately preceding the filing of the 
application with the Board. 

 (3) Demonstrate English language proficiency by one of the following: 

 (i) The applicant's educational program was taught in English. 

 (ii) The applicant's clinical experience was obtained at an English-speaking facility. 

 (iii) The applicant's post-licensure experience in paragraph (2) was obtained at an English-
speaking facility. 

 (iii) The applicant has achieved the passing score on a Board-approved English language 
proficiency examination. 

 (4) Have not committed an act that constitutes grounds for refusal, suspension or revocation 
of a license, certificate, registration or permit to practice the profession under section 14(a) of 
The Professional Nursing Law (63 P.S. § 224(a)), section 16(a) of the Practical Nurse Law (63 
P.S. § 666(a)) and §§ 21.18 and 21.148 (relating to standards of nursing conduct). 

 (5) Have not been disciplined by the jurisdiction that issued the license, certificate, 
registration or permit. 

 (6) Have paid the fee as required by § 21.1104 (relating to licensure by endorsement fee). 

 (7) Have applied for licensure in accordance with this chapter in the manner and format 
prescribed by the Board. 

 (8) Have completed 3 hours of training in child abuse recognition and reporting from a 
provider approved by the Department of Human Services as required under 23 Pa.C.S. § 
6383(b)(3)(i)) (relating to education and training) and Subchapter E (relating to child abuse 
reporting requirements). 

 (b) Interview and additional information. An applicant may be required to appear before the 
Board for a personal interview and may be required to submit additional information, including 
supporting documentation relating to competency and experience. The applicant may request the 
interview to be conducted by video teleconference for good cause shown. 

 (c) Prohibited acts and discipline. Notwithstanding subsection (a)(4) and (5), the Board may, 
in its discretion, determine that an act prohibited under section 14(a) of The Professional Nursing 
Law, section 16(a) of the Practical Nurse Law and §§ 21.18 and 21.148 or disciplinary action by 
a jurisdiction is not an impediment to licensure or certification by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. 
§ 3111. 

§ 21.1103. Provisional endorsement license. 
 (a) Provisional endorsement license. The Board may, in its discretion, issue a provisional 
endorsement license to an applicant while the applicant is satisfying remaining requirements for 
licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 (relating to licensure by endorsement) and § 
21.1102 (relating to licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111). 



 (b) Expiration of a provisional endorsement license. 

 (1) An individual holding a provisional endorsement license may practice for up to 1 year 
after issuance of the provisional endorsement license. The Board, in its discretion, may 
determine that an expiration date of less than 1 year is appropriate. 

 (2) Upon a written request and a showing of good cause, the Board may grant an extension of 
no longer than 1 year from the expiration date of the provisional endorsement license. 

 (c) Termination of a provisional endorsement license. A provisional endorsement license 
terminates if any of the following occurs: 

 (1) The Board completes its assessment of the applicant and denies or grants the license. 

 (2) The holder of the provisional license fails to comply with the terms of the provisional 
endorsement license. 

 (3) The provisional endorsement license expires. 

 (d) Reapplication. An individual may apply for licensure by endorsement or certification 
under § 21.1102 after expiration or termination of a provisional endorsement license; however, 
the individual may not be issued a subsequent provisional endorsement license. 

§ 21.1104. Licensure by endorsement fee. 
 An applicant for licensure by endorsement under 63 Pa.C.S. § 3111 (relating to licensure by 
endorsement) shall pay a fee of $120. 
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