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* Kk %

State Board of Medicine
September 30, 2025

* % %
[Pursuant to Section 708 (a) (5) of the Sunshine Act,
at 8:45 a.m. the Board entered into Executive Session
with Dana M. Archer, Esquire, Senior Board Counsel,
for the purpose of conducting gquasi-judicial
deliberations on a number of matters currently
pending before the Board and to receive the advice of
counsel. The Board returned to open session at 10:36
a.m.]

* % %

The regularly scheduled meeting of the State
Board of Medicine was held on Tuesday, September 30,
2025. Donald M. Yealy, M.D., FACEP, Chair, called
the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m.

* % %
Acknowledge Public - Turn Off Electronic Devices
[Donald M. Yealy, M.D., FACEP, Chair, requested all
electronic devices be silenced.]
* % %
[Dana M. Archer, Esqguire, Senior Board Counsel, noted
the meeting was being recorded and voluntary

participation constituted consent to be recorded.
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Ms. Archer also noted the Board entered into
gquasi-judicial deliberations this morning to discuss
matters on the agenda and to receive the advice of
counsel. ]

* Kk K
Roll Call of Board Members
[Jamison Cassel, Board Administrator, provided a roll
call of Board members. A guorum was present.]
* Kk K
Introduction of Attendees
[Jamison Cassell, Board Administrator, provided an
introduction of attendees.]
* Kk K
Approval of Minutes of the August 19, 2025 meeting
CHATIR YEALY:
The first Agenda Item is the Approval
of Minutes from our most recent Board
meeting. These were circulated in
advance and posted.
I'd be happy to entertain a motion
to approve.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZzZ:

Kutz, Second.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any conversation, corrections,
concerns? Hearing none. Can we have a

roll call vote please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Six, aye; Dr. Kutz, no
audible response; Ms. Okereh, abstain;
Dr. Bonacci, abstain.
[The motion carried. Ms. Okereh and Dr. Bonacci
abstained from voting on the motion.]
* Kk %
Appointments - New Deputy Chief Counsel, Shana
Walter, Esquire
[Shana M. Walter, Esquire, Deputy Chief Counsel,
Prosecution Division, introduced herself to the Board
as the new Deputy Chief Counsel for the Prosecution
Division. She provided a summary of her professional
background and experience. She looked forward to
meeting the Board again in January 2026 for its
annual report.]

* Kk %

Report of Prosecuting Attorneys

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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[Todd Kriner, Board Prosecution Liaison, presented
the VRP Agreements for Agenda Item No. 4, Case No.
25-49-011597; Agenda Item No. 5, Case No. 012047;
Agenda Item No. 6, Case No. 25-49-010397; and Agenda
Item No. 7, Case No. 25-49-011197.]
MS. ARCHER:
For Agenda Items 4 through 7, I believe
the Board would entertain a motion to
approve the following VRP Agreements:
Case No. 25-49-011597, Case No. 25-49-
012047, Case No. 25-49-010397, and Case
No. 25-49-011197.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHATIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.

Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* k k
[Keith E. Bashore, Esquire, Board Prosecution
Liaison, presented the Consent Agreements and Orders
for Agenda Item No. 8, Case No. 25-49-007904; and
Agenda Item No. 9, Case No. 25-49-006844.]
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to approve the Consent
Agreements at Case Nos. 25-49-007904
and 25-49-006844.
MR. CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHATIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further conversation or
discussion? Hearing none. Can we have

a roll call vote please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. The Respondent for
Agenda Item No. 8, Case No. 25-49-007904 is Navdeep

Singh Uppal, M.D. The Respondent for Agenda Item No.

9, Case No. 25-49-00684 is Ashwin Pimpalwar, M.D.]

* Kk %

[Berk V. Demiral, Esguire, Board Prosecutor,
presented the Consent Agreements and Orders for
Agenda Item No. 10, Case No. 23-49-015444; and Agenda
Item No. 11, Case No. 23-49-017371.]
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to approve the Consent
Agreements at Case Nos. 23-49-015444
and 23-49-017371.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZzZ:
Kutz, second.
CHATIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing

none, can we have a roll call vote

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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please.

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. The Respondent for
Agenda Item No. 10, Case No. 23-49-015444 is Gretchen

Mathieu Hansen. The Respondent for Agenda Item No.

11, Case No. 23-49-017371 is Peter Lawrence Fath,

LAT. ]
* % %
[Jason T. Anderson, Esquire, Board Prosecutor,
presented the Consent Agreement and Order for Agenda
Item No. 12, Case No. 25-49-004689.]
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to approve the Consent Agreement
at Case No. 25-49-004689.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZzZ:
Kutz, second.

CHAIR YEALY:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have the roll call wvote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. The Respondent for
Agenda Item No. 12, Case No. 25-49-004689 is Michael

Armen Ekizian, MD.]

* Kk %

[Patrick Greene, Esquire, Board Prosecutor, presented
the Consent Agreement and Order for Agenda Item No.
13, Case No. 24-49-013932.]
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to approve the Consent Agreement
at Case No. 24-49-013932.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZzZ:

Kutz, second.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. The Respondent for
Agenda Item No. 13, Case No. 24-49-013932 is Melissa

Ann Driscoll.]

* Kk %

[CJ Restemayer, Esquire, Office of General Counsel,
presented the Consent Agreement and Order for Agenda
Item No. 14, Case No. 25-49-002561.]
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to approve the Consent Agreement
at Case No. 25-49-002561 and note that
Doctors Kutz, Ripchinski, and Six are
all recused.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Claggett, so moved.
CHATIR YEALY:
Yealy, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, recuse; Dr. Woodland, aye;
Mr. Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr.
Six, recuse; Dr. Kutz, recuse; Ms.
Okereh, aye; Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried. Dr. Ripchinski, Dr. Six and dr.
Kutz recused from deliberations and voting on the
motion. The Respondent in Case No. 25-49-002561 1is

Matthew David Burger, PA-C.]

* Kk %

Report of Board Counsel - Proposed Reports from
Hearing Examiner
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to adopt the Proposed

Adjudication and Order for Abby Melissa

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Irwin, M.D., Case No. 25-49-006355.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTzZz:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk K

MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to adopt the Proposed
Adjudication and substitute a Final

Board Order for Omar Almusa, M.D. and

that's at Case No. 21-49-006529.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGET:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTzZz:
Second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, recuse;
Dr. Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye;
Mr. Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr.
Six, aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh,
aye; Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried. Chair Yealy recused from

deliberations and voting on the motion.]

* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel - Adjudications from Hearing
Examiner

MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to issue an Order making the
Adjudication and Order final for Paula

7. Johnson, MD. That's at Case No. 24-

49-005674.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CHAIR YEALY:

ARCHER:

16

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk %

I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to direct Board Counsel to draft
and issue a Final Adjudication and
Order addressing exceptions for the
following Agenda Item 18, Scott

Gestrich, M.D., Case No. 25-49-000791;

Agenda Item 19, Samirkumar J. Shah,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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M.D., Case No. 21-49-012805; and Agenda

Item 20, Gene Edward Pershwitz, M.D.,

Case No. 23-49-004256. And I believe
we have Dr. Yealy recused at Agenda
Item 18.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZzZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further conversation? Can we

have a roll call vote please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, recuse on
18, aye on 19 and 20; Dr. Ripchinski,
aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr. Dillon,
aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six, aye;
Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye; Mr.
Eisenhauer, avye.

[The motion carried. Chair Yealy was recused from

deliberations and voting on Agenda Item 18.]

* x %
Applications - Allied Health Professionals

MS. ARCHER:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Jumping down to Agenda Item 23, I
believe the Board would entertain a
motion to grant the Application for a
License to Practice as a Behavior

Specialist of Ashlee Pulley.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTz:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:

We have a motion and a second.

18

Any further conversation? Hearing

none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.

Dillon, nay; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,

aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried. Mr. Dillon opposed the motion.]

* Kk %

MS. ARCHER:

I believe the Board would entertain a

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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motion to provisionally deny the

following Applications for a license to

Practice as a Behavior Specialist.

Agenda Item 24, Antonia Mann-Roane;

Agenda Item No. 25, Travis Herbert

Worrell; and Agenda Item 28,

Griffith.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTzZ:
Kutz, second.

CHAIR YEALY:

Alessandra

We have a motion and a second.

Any further conversation? Hearing

none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy,

aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.

Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr.
Six, aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Okereh,
aye; Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* x %
MS. ARCHER:
Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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At Agenda Item 26, I believe the Board
would entertain a motion to grant the
Application for a license to Practice
as a Behavior Specialist of Michael

Ryan Downs.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTz:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further conversation? Hearing

none. Roll call vote please.

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, nay; Dr. Woodland, nay; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, nay;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried. Dr. Ripchinski, Dr. Woodland
and Ms. Okereh opposed the motion.]
* x %
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a

motion to grant the Application for a

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

license to Practice as a Behavior

Specialist of Kerry Pitter.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further conversation? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, nay; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried. Mr. Dillion was opposed the
motion.]

* k%
Applications - Unrestricted Physician and Surgeon

MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to table Agenda Items 29 through

32 to allow the following applicants to

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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apply for and practice on an
Institutional License for a period of
six months to one year in order to

obtain U.S. exposure: Armin Zarrintan,

M.D.; Oludare Alabi, M.D.;

Lubab Al Quaraishi, M.D.; and Anna

Shalman Merkin, M.D.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further conversation? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, ayve.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

[Dana Archer,

* Kk %

Esquire, Board Counsel, noted Agenda

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Item 33 was ta

obtain additio

Applications -

MS. ARCHER:

ACTING COMMISS

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

bled for the Board Administrator to

nal information from the applicant.]

* Kk %

Reactivations

I believe the Board would entertain a

23

motion to table Agenda Item 34 to allow

Annette Turner, M.D. to obtain a

reentry assessment and to follow
through with any recommendations, and
noting Dr. Woodland is recused.

IONER CLAGGETT:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, recuse;
Mr. Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr.

Six, aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh,

Sargent'

s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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aye; Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried. Dr. Woodland recused from
deliberations and voting on the motion.]
* Kk K
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to table Agenda Items 35 through
40 and 42 so that the Applicants may
obtain a reentry assessment and
complete any recommendations. Bruce

Himelstein, M.D.; David Hitz, M.D.;

Barbara Nabrit-Stephens, M.D.; Terri

Lynne Caton; Richard Macedo; Derrick

Lee Orr; and Dalton Cremer Tice.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHATIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

MS. ARCHER:

* Kk %

Agenda Item 41, I believe the Board
would entertain a motion to grant the
Initial Application for a License to
Practice as an Athletic Trainer of

Jennifer Carroll.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussionn? Hearing

none. A roll call vote please.

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,

aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
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Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk %

Reconsiderations

MS. ARCHER:

Agenda Item 43, I believe the Board
would entertain a motion to
provisionally deny the Reactivation
Application for a License to Practice
as a Certified Nurse Midwife of

Charlotte Morris.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

26

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.

Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,

aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
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Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk K

MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to deny the Reconsideration
Requests for Agenda Item 44, Shannon
Childs and Agenda Item 45, Aletha

Akers, M.D.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
MR. DILLON:
Dillon, second.
CHATIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
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Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.

Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,

aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, ayve.

[The motion carried unanimously.]
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* Kk %

At Agenda Item 43, I believe the Board
would entertain a motion to grant the
Reconsideration Request of Nivedita

Jha, M.D. and grant the Renewal

Application for his Graduate Medical

Training License.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, ayve.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk %
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MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to deny the Reconsideration

Request of Daniel Lodge, M.D.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. Can we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, recuse; Dr.
Six, aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh,
aye; Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried. Dr. Bonacci was recused from
deliberations and voting on the motion.]
* x %
MS. ARCHER:
I believe the Board would entertain a

motion to provisionally deny the
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Application for a License to Practice
as a Physician Assistant of Angelo.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. May we have a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk K

Ratifications

MS. ARCHER:
Items 49 through 59, I believe the
Board would entertain a motion to
ratify the granting of the following

Applications: The Applications for
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Licenses to Practice as a Medical
Physician and Surgeons of Michael

Peterson, M.D.; Garza Gangemi, M.D.;

Sannidhi Dewan, M.D.; Ozge Sarac, M.D.;

Catalina Le Cacheux, M.D.; and Gonzalo

Mosquera, M.D. And the Applications

for Licenses to Practice as Behavior

Specialists of Jacqueline Fablan; Kelly

Kennedy; Denise Noble; Isaha Polanco

Almanzar; and Linda Wright.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing

none. Roll call vote please.

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, ayve.

[The motion carried unanimously.]
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* Kk %

Miscellaneous

MS. ARCHER:
Jumping down to Agenda Item 61, I
believe the Board would entertain a
motion to grant the Status Change

Application for James Roy Lewis, M.D.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing

none. Roll call vote please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, nay; Mr.
Dillon, nay; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, nay;
Mr. Eisenhauer, ayve.
[The motion carried. Dr. Woodland, Mr. Dillon and
Ms. Okereh opposed the motion.]

* Kk %

MS. ARCHER:
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I believe the Board would entertain a
motion to grant the Status Change

Application for Gail Slap, M.D.

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing

none. A roll call vote please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk K

MS. ARCHER:
For Agenda Item 64, I believe the Board
would entertain a motion to deny Andres

Juan Onetto, M.D.'s request for

unlimited attempts to complete step

three of the USMLE, but to grant one
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additional attempt at step three if
permitted by the USMLE.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing

none. A roll call vote please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, nay; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
nay; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.
[The motion carried. Chair Yealy and Dr. Six opposed
the motion.]
* % %
Report of Board Counsel - Regulatory Report - Status
of Regulations
[Jacqueline Wolfgang, Esquire, Regulatory Counsel,
stated Regulation 16A-4960, Continuing Education and
Volunteer License, was approved by the Office of

General Counsel and Policy and submitted to the
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Office of Attorney General (OAG) on September 12,
2025. OAG has 30 days to review the regulation. She
noted, after OAG’'s review and approval, the
regulation can be published as proposed at the end of
October 2025. Once published, there is a 30-day
comment period. Ms. Wolfgang noted after the comment
period, she would return to the Board with any

comments or guestions on the regulation.]

* * %
Report of Board Counsel - Regulatory Report - 16A-
4954 - General Revisions and Updates - Proposed

Rulemaking
[Jacqueline Wolfgang, Esquire, Regulatory Counsel,
explained Regulation 16A-4945, General Updates to
Licenses and Permits, proposed to update and clarify
regulatory provisions. She stated the regulation is
a comprehensive review with many proposed changes,
many of which are just clarifying the Board's
existing process.

Ms. Wolfgang reviewed the changes covered by the
regulation. The four existing license statuses,
active, expired, inactive and active retired, are
being made more transparent for the regulated
community. References to license registration are

being replaced with the term renewal throughout the
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Additional updates include aligning procedures
for applicants seeking initial licensure or
reactivation after being out of clinical practice for
more than four years, implementing the Act 16 of 2022
Amendments to the Medical Practice Act, and removing
the limit on affiliated facilities for institutional
license holders. The regulation will also allow for
the issuance of temporary licenses to physicians
during emergency declarations.

Regarding educational changes, the regulation
enables educational institutions to verify the
completion of the educational portion of a degree
program for prosthetists and orthotists applying for
graduate permits. The regulation removes the seven-
year time limit for completing the United States
Medical License Examination. The regulation also
updates the English proficiency regulations for
consistency in the Board's regulations.

Ms. Wolfgang noted the regulation creates an
exception to the 30-day limitation on prescribing
Schedule II controlled substances for physician

assistants prescribing intrathecal pumps.

The regulation also clarifies that active retired

licensees need to complete mandatory continuing
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education requirements in child abuse and opioid
continuing education.

Ms. Wolfgang discussed page 27, Section 18.158 of
the Annex, the prescribing and dispensing drugs,
pharmaceutical aids and devices. She noted the Board
had previously discussed allowing physician
assistants to prescribe a supply of up to 60 days for
medications delivered via intrathecal pain pumps,
provided the supervising physician had approved the
prescription for ongoing therapy. She also acts as
senior Regulatory Counsel for the State Board of
Nursing, which is permitting CRNPs to prescribe up to
a 90-day supply in the same situation. She
guestioned whether the Board wanted to consider
changing the up to a 60-day supply to up to a 90-day
supply.

Dr. Woodland asked if the Nursing Board chose 90-
days because of the typical length of a prescription.
Chair Yealy noted common prescription lengths are 30,
60 or 90 days, depending on malady and treatment
being offered. He added that physician assistants
and CRNPs should be aligned whenever possible.

Chair Yealy did not see any reason 90-days would
be a problem. He added the Board wants to empower

people to have the flexibility to meet their
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patient's needs.

Dr. Woodland added his support for being
consistent with other boards.

Chair Yealy expressed gratitude for Ms.
Wolfgang's work in updating the regulations.

Ms. Wolfgang added her appreciation for Ms.
Archer. She reviewed the steps of the regulation
process for the Board. She noted the regulation will
go through several steps prior to being published as
proposed for the public comment period and IRRC
review.]

* % %

MS. WOLFGANG:
At this time, I believe the Chair would
entertain a motion to approve 16A-4945
relating to general revisions and
updates. And this is to include the
amendment we just discussed today to
make that 60 days to the 90-day period
in Section 18.158 relating to
prescribing and dispensing drugs,
pharmaceutical aids and devices as
discussed in public session today. And
to direct Regulatory Counsel to move

the Proposed Rulemaking through the
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ACTING COMMISIONER CLAGGETT:
Claggett, so moved.
DR. KUTZ:
Kutz, second.
CHAIR YEALY:
We have a motion and a second.

Any further discussion? Hearing

39

none. Can we have a roll call vote
please?
Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.
Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;
Mr. Eisenhauer, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk K
FSMB Updates
[Mark B. Woodland, M.S., M.D., FACOG, reported the

Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) has put

forth an initiative
public awareness as
medical boards. He

carematter.org, has

called Care Matters to raise
to the importance of the state
added the website,

a video.
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FSMB has put out recommendations for awards and
nominations. He has been nominated for chair elect
of FSMB for next year.

Dr. Woodland also reported the Department of
Health and Human Services sent a letter to all
medical organizations, including FSMB, regarding
efforts on nutrition, specifically nutrition in
medical education. The letter asked for responses
from every medical group asking how they address
nutrition in the educational process.

Dr. Woodland shared the FSMB quarterly newsletter
spotlighted the census, Care Matters, updates on
federal advocacy, the Share Act, and new educational
videos.

Mr. Dillon is a member of FSMB's state medical
board panel to the USMLE program. He added the panel
would be meeting at the beginning of October 2025.

He offered to take feedback from the Board and staff
members, related to the USMLE program to the meeting.

Chair Yealy recognized how engaged the Board of
Medicine is with FSMB. He noted it demonstrates
evidence of how committed they are to the job in
Pennsylvania but also making sure they are on the
leading edge and congruent with everything happening

around the country.]
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* Kk %

For the Board’s Information - Discussion

[Donald M. Yealy, M.D., FACEP, Chair, stated upcoming

meeting dates would be voted on at the next meeting.]

* % %

Miscellaneous - FAQs for Website for Physician

Assistants

MS. ARCHER:
I just want to say that I drafted these
FAQs in response to common questions
that the Board receives to try to help
physician assistants with some
frequently asked questions.

If the Board members okay with the

FAQs, I would like a vote today to
publish them on the Board's website.

CHATIR YEALY:
I think FAQs in general are a great
idea, and I think these specifically
are even a better idea. Trying to get
in front of the common things that
people might have and make it easier
for them to get the understanding make
a lot of sense to me. My only hope 1is

that we should make these living
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documents because questions always come

up .

It could be stored somewhere so that
people can refer to it quickly and

easily.

Yes, we'll post them on the website and
update them as needed. So 1s there a

motion?

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

DR. KUTZ:

CHAIR YEALY:

Claggett, so moved.

Kutz, second.

We have a motion and a second.
Any further discussion? Hearing
none. How about a roll call vote

please?

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr.

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr.
Dillon, aye; Dr. Bonacci, aye; Dr. Six,
aye; Dr. Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye;

Mr. Eisenhauer, ayve.
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[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk %

Report of Board Administrator - No Report

* Kk K
Report of Committee on Licensure Qualifications - No
Report
* Kk K

Report of Committee on Legislation/Policy Development
and Review
[Mark B. Woodland, M.S., M.D., FACOG, reported the
Department of Homeland Security has sent out a ruling
of a $100,000 fee for H-1B visas. AMA and other
medical groups are challenging the ruling and asking
for an exemption as the ruling will greatly affect
the graduate medical education programs.

Dr. Woodland noted comments were made regarding
acetaminophen use, pregnancy and autism. He added a
number of organizations, including American College
of OBGYN, have touted acetaminophen to be safe for
limited use in pregnancy. He reported two autistic
lawmakers in Pennsylvania have brought forth issues
about how autism is being used politically and people
should be careful about that moving forward.

Dr. Woodland concluded his report by explaining

the Association of American Medical Colleges
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collected state-by-state data on graduate medical
education. Pennsylvania has approximately 8,000
residents in training, 6,500 of which are supported
by GME slots from Medicare. He noted 30 percent of
physicians who train in Pennsylvania still practice
in the state. He added his full report was listed in
writing for the Board along with related websites.]
* % %

Report of Committee on Health-Related Professionals -

No Report

* % %
Report of Department of Health
[Robert Bonacci, M.D. on behalf of Debra Bogan, M.D.,
FAAP, Secretary Department of Health, reminded
everyone the new Department of Health (DOH) guidance
on vaccines points to the recommendations of trusted
experts, including American Academy of Pediatrics,
American Academy of Family Physicians and American
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Dr. Bonacci noted DOH had recently released
frequently asked questions for the COVID- 19 wvaccine
in Pennsylvania which included specific guidance on
vaccination as well as guestions related to that for
patients and health care practitioners. He added,

relevant to the physician community, it is
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recommended adults who are 19 to 64 years old, who
are health care workers, receive the 2025/2026 COVID
vaccine. All adults 65 and older are also
recommended to get the vaccine regardless of risk
factors.

Dr. Bonacci stated the Health Alert Network at
DOH had sent out guidance on work exclusions for
health care personnel with respiratory wviral
infections. He explained DOH recommends restricting
activity from work for at least three days from
symptom onset until moderate to severe symptoms have
passed. If work restrictions are not possible for
any reason, a face mask should be worn in all patient
care areas and common areas in the health care
facility.

Dr. Bonacci noted there is a second health alert
related to preparedness as respiratory illness season
starts. He added the key takeaway is the importance
of making sure practitioners and patients are
vaccinated.

Chair Yealy stated the Board of Medicine fully
supports the Department of Health. He noted DOH
gathers information from many different sources to
make recommendations and has been entrusted since its

inception to give advice and direct guidance in the
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Commonwealth to ensure the health of the people
living there.]

* Kk %

Report of Acting Commissioner - No Report

* % %
Report of Vice Chair
[Michael R. Ripchinski, M.D., MBA, CPE, FAAFP, Vice
Chair, thanked the Committee on Licensure
Qualifications (CLQ) and the full Board. He noted
the number of ratifications at the meeting were the
result of the work of the CLQO between the last Board
meeting and the September Board meeting. He
appreciated the Board for diligently going through
all of the materials. He added the mixed votes is a
sign the Board continues to look through the
materials presented and evaluate licensure
candidates.

Chair Yealy agreed with Dr. Ripchinski and added

the Boars puts a lot of effort into using a
consistent framework for considerations while trying
to understand the nuances of individuals.]

* % %
Report of Board Chair
[Donald M. Yealy, M.D., FACEP, Chair, shared the week

prior was Advanced Practice Providers (APP)
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Appreciation week. He added APPs come in many
different forms and are a key part of how health is
ensured for people across the Commonwealth and the
United States. He noted in the upcoming weeks there
will be days or weeks appreciated emergency nurses,
medical technicians and pharmacy technicians. He
also noted for people of the Jewish faith, Yom
Kippur, the day of atonement would begin on October
1, 2025.

Chair Yealy recognized October is Metastatic
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. He noted the disease
disproportionately affects women and while progress
has been made, a lot of opportunity remains. He
added practitioners can do better starting with early
detection and better treatment once detected,
particularly at more advanced stages.]

* Kk %

Public Comment - No comments.
* Kk K
Adjournment
CHATIR YEALY:
I’d be happy to entertain a motion to
adjourn.
ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT:

Claggett, so moved.
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Kutz, second.

CHAIR YEALY:

48

I don't think I'1ll ask for a roll call.

[There being no other business,

Thank you all.

* Kk %

Medicine Meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m.]

* Kk %

the State Board of
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Report of Prosecuting Attorneys
Report of Board Counsel
Applications for Licensure
Miscellaneous

Regulatory Report

FSMB Updates

For the Board’s Information
Miscellaneous

Report of Committee on Legislation -
Policy Development and Review

Report of the Department of Health
Report of Vice Chair
Report of Board Chair

Adjournment
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