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*** 1 

State Board of Medicine 2 

September 24, 2025 3 

*** 4 

 The special meeting of the State Board of 5 

Medicine was held on Wednesday, September 24, 2025. 6 

Donald M. Yealy, M.D., FACEP, Chair, called the 7 

meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.  8 

*** 9 

Acknowledge Public – Turn Off Electronic Devices 10 

[Donald M. Yealy, M.D., FACEP, Chair, requested all 11 

electronic devices be silenced.  Chair Yealy noted 12 

the meeting was being recorded and voluntary 13 

participation constituted consent to be recorded.] 14 

*** 15 

Roll Call of Board Members 16 

[Jamison Cassel, Board Administrator, provided a roll 17 

call of Board members.  A quorum was present.] 18 

*** 19 

Introduction of Attendees 20 

[Jamison Cassell, Board Administrator, provided an 21 

introduction of attendees.] 22 

*** 23 

Report of Department of Health 24 

[Robert Bonacci, M.D., Department of Health, reported 25 
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the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 1 

(ACIP) has provided the CDC and the nation with 2 

expert recommendations about the use of vaccines 3 

since it was founded in the 1960's.  He noted, for 4 

many years, ACIP has used the Evidence to 5 

Recommendations framework, an evidence-based and 6 

standardized approach, to evaluate the many 7 

dimensions related to immunization recommendations.  8 

The process was intended to foster transparency, 9 

consistency and clear communication about public 10 

health recommendations to clinicians and the public. 11 

He noted recent changes to the membership and 12 

function of ACIP have left many health and medical 13 

professionals and the public concerned about the 14 

integrity of the review process and the 15 

trustworthiness of new recommendations.   16 

 Dr. Bonacci stated, in the Commonwealth of 17 

Pennsylvania, the Department of Health (DOH) is 18 

charged with promoting healthy behaviors, preventing 19 

injury and assuring the safe delivery of quality 20 

healthcare for all people in Pennsylvania.  The DOH 21 

released new recommendations on September 22, 2025 to 22 

provide clear, evidence-based guidance, and ensure 23 

vaccines remain accessible for Pennsylvanians.  Dr. 24 

Bonacci shared a link to the guidance that is 25 
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available on the DOH website.  1 

 Dr. Bonacci explained the guidance recommends 2 

Pennsylvanians follow the most recent immunization 3 

recommendations issued the American Academy of 4 

Pediatrics (AAP), the American Academy of Family 5 

Physicians (AAFP) and the American College of 6 

Obstetrics and Gynecology (ACOG).  AAP, AAFP, and 7 

ACOG are all trusted medical organizations that have 8 

provided evidence-based immunization schedules and 9 

recommendations for many years.  He noted the newly 10 

released guidance does not change the vaccine 11 

requirements issued by the DOH through regulation for 12 

childcare groups and school age students.] 13 

*** 14 

Appointment - Pennsylvania Chapter - American Academy 15 

of Pediatrics 16 

[Toni Richards-Rowley, MD, Children's Hospital of 17 

Philadelphia, stated as the Vice President of the 18 

Pennsylvania Chapter of AAP (PA AAP), she was 19 

representing the 2,300 pediatric members from across 20 

the Commonwealth.  She noted PA AAP, along with the 21 

national and fellow chapters, are united in the 22 

common goal of ensuring better health for the whole 23 

child, for all infants, children, adolescents, and 24 

young adults with their work being grounded in 25 
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science.  She added PA AAP shares the Commonwealth's 1 

concern over the misguided information and false 2 

claims made about vaccines at the recent ACIP 3 

meeting. 4 

 Dr. Richards-Rowley explained AAP has been a 5 

leading voice on vaccination recommendations for 6 

children and adolescents since it was founded 95 7 

years ago.  The comprehensive guidelines published 8 

each year include vaccine schedules for children and 9 

adolescents and are updated regularly to reflect the 10 

latest in research and vaccine development.  She 11 

noted, historically, recommendations from AAP have 12 

often aligned with recommendations from the CDC and 13 

ACIP.  She added AAP has concerns over the unilateral 14 

and unscientific changes being made to the federal 15 

vaccine policy, which jeopardizes the immunization 16 

system in the United States.  She also added, due to 17 

the changes, AAP does not support the recommendations 18 

of ACIP.   19 

 Dr. Richards-Rowley urged the Board to support 20 

the use of AAP's recommended child and adolescent 21 

immunization schedule.  She noted AAP's immunization 22 

schedule provided the most comprehensive, child-23 

specific and evidence-based approach to immunization, 24 

ensuring the best possible health outcomes for 25 
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pediatric patients in Pennsylvania.] 1 

*** 2 

New Business - Letter of Support 3 

[Dana Archer, Esquire, Board Counsel, presented the 4 

Board with a letter of support for the immunization 5 

guidance issued by DOH earlier in the week.  She 6 

noted the letter was prepared by Board Counsel for 7 

the Board of Medicine along with the State Board of 8 

Nursing and the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine. 9 

The letter is in response to uncertainty within the 10 

licensed community about immunization standards, 11 

confirm the role of DOH in recommending and setting 12 

various guidelines for the Commonwealth and confirm 13 

the role of reliable state and national association 14 

in providing guidance to practitioners.   15 

 Ms. Archer noted the letter emphasizes that 16 

immunizations are essential to protecting individual 17 

and public health.  The letter also commends DOH for 18 

providing clear evidence-based guidance to 19 

practitioners and the public.  She added the letter 20 

affirms that medical doctors and other board-21 

regulated practitioners should be knowledgeable in 22 

evidence-based immunization schedules and practices.  23 

 Ms. Archer stated, by adopting the letter, the  24 

Board would express strong support for DOH's  25 
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leadership, reinforce the importance of clear, 1 

consistent immunization guidance and confirm that 2 

such guidance is a valuable resource in the Board's 3 

oversight of professional practice. 4 

 Dr. Woodland commented PA ACOG and ACOG support 5 

the views of Dr. Richards-Rowley, Dr. Bonacci, and 6 

DOH.  He noted vaccines are an essential part of 7 

healthcare for use in maternity care, obstetrics, and 8 

general health of women.   9 

 Chair Yealy thanked DOH for continuing to do 10 

their duty in giving guidance.  He noted the guidance 11 

often comes from multiple sources and comes from the 12 

best available evidence at any moment in time.  He 13 

added medicine is a continually evolving issue. 14 

 Dr. Ripchinski noted, as a practicing family 15 

physician in Pennsylvania, he agreed that 16 

immunizations are essential to protecting the health 17 

of individuals and communities across the entire 18 

state.  He added his support to the Board statement. 19 

He also noted consistent, transparent guidance 20 

strengthens the confidence of patients and ensures 21 

safe and effective vaccination practices across the 22 

Commonwealth.] 23 

*** 24 

MS. ARCHER: 25 
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At this time, I believe the Board would 1 

entertain a motion to adopt and issue 2 

the letter of support as drafted. 3 

DR. WOODLAND: 4 

Woodland moves. 5 

DR. RIPCHINSKI: 6 

Ripchinski seconds. 7 

CHAIR YEARLY: 8 

We have a motion and a second.  Any 9 

further conversation from the Board?   10 

 Hearing none, Jamison, can we get 11 

a roll call vote please? 12 

 13 

Mr. Claggett, aye; Dr. Yealy, aye; Dr. 14 

Ripchinski, aye; Dr. Woodland, aye; Mr. 15 

Dillon, aye; Mr. Eisenhauer, aye; Dr. 16 

Bonacci, abstain; Dr. Six, aye; Dr. 17 

Kutz, aye; Ms. Okereh, aye. 18 

[The motion carried.  Dr. Bonacci abstained from 19 

voting on the motion.  It was noted the letter of 20 

support would be published on the Board's website.] 21 

*** 22 

Adjournment  23 

CHAIR YEALY: 24 

That completes all that we had on our 25 
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Agenda for today.  I thank everyone not 1 

only for their work in preparing for 2 

the meeting, for the advance notice of 3 

the meeting, and for those who 4 

participated today.  This is how our 5 

group is supposed to work.  I'm proud 6 

to be a part of it, and we look forward 7 

to our next scheduled meeting.  I'd be 8 

happy to entertain a motion to adjourn. 9 

DR. SIX: 10 

  So moved. 11 

DR. RIPCHINSKI:  12 

  Second.   13 

*** 14 

[There being no other business, the State Board of 15 

Medicine Meeting adjourned at 11:18 a.m.] 16 

*** 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 
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 24 
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 1 

CERTIFICATE 2 

 3 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing summary 4 

minutes of the State Board of Medicine meeting, was 5 

reduced to writing by me or under my supervision, and 6 

that the minutes accurately summarize the substance 7 

of the State Board of Medicine meeting. 8 
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