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State Registration Board for Professional
Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists
July 21, 2023

BOARD MEMBERS:

Arion R. Claggett, Acting Commissioner, Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs

Joseph T. McNally, PG, President

Robert P. Kudlawiec, PE, Vice President

James J. Szalankiewicz, PE, PLS, Professional Member

Michael F. Brinkash, PLS, Professional Member

Martin F. Helmke, PhD, PG, Professional Member

Carol D. Sides, Public Member

Daniel A. Hartman, Public Member

Ronald N. Jumper Jr., Public Member - Absent

Lisa Peterson, PhD, PE

Jason Snyder, PE

BUREAU PERSONNEL:

Dean F. Picarella, Esguire, Senior Counsel, Counsel
Division

Todd P. Kriner, Esquire, Board Counsel

Ashley Goshert, Esquire, Board Counsel

Ray Michalowski, Esquire, Senior Board Prosecutor

Glenn P. Masser, Esquire, Board Prosecution Liaison

Kristel Hennessy Hemler, Board Administrator

Andrew LaFratte, MPA, Executive Policy Specialist,
Department of State

ALSO PRESENT:

Judith Wechter, Outreach Coordinator, Pennie

Michael McDonald, Policy Director, Department of State

Scott Reeser, PLS, Pennsylvania Society of Land
Surveyors

Ted Mowatt, CAE, Vice President, Wanner Associates, on
behalf of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional
Engineers

Baljinder Brar, PE, California Department of
Transportation

Derek Richmond
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* Kk %

State Registration Board for Professional
Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists
July 21, 2023
* % %
[Pursuant to Section 708 (a) (5) of the Sunshine Act,
at 9:00 a.m. the Board entered into Executive Session
with Todd P. Kriner, Esquire, Board Counsel, for the
purpose of conducting gquasi-judicial deliberations
and to receive the advice of counsel on matters
currently pending before the Board. The Board
returned to open session at 10:30 a.m.]
* % %

The regularly scheduled meeting of the State
Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land
Surveyors, and Geologists was held on Friday, July
21, 2023. Joseph T. McNally, PG, President, called
the meeting to order at 10:43 a.m.

* % %
Roll Call
[Kristel Hennessy Hemler, Board Administrator,
provided a roll call of Board members. She also
introduced new Board members, Jason Snyder and Lisa

Peterson.]

* Kk %

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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[Arion R. Claggett, Acting Commissioner, Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs, informed Mr.
Snyder that he would not be able to vote due to
technical difficulties.]

* Kk K
Introduction of Attendees
[Kristel Hennessy Hemler, Board Administrator,
provided and introduction of attendees.]

* Kk K
[Todd P. Kriner, Esquire, Board Counsel, reminded
everyone that the meeting was being recorded and
continued participation constituted consent to be
recorded.

Mr. Kriner also noted the Board met in Executive
Session and conducted quasi-judicial deliberations on
the Report of Board Counsel and Report of
Prosecutorial Division.

Mr. Kriner informed Board members that Ashley
Goshert would be taking over as Board Counsel.]

* Kk K
Approval of minutes of the May 25, 2023 meeting
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:
One of the first items on the agenda is
approval of the minutes.

Do we have any comments on the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MR.

MS.

minutes, corrections, or additions?
Hearing none.
Do we have a motion to approve the
minutes?
HARTMAN:
So moved.
SIDES:

Second.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
abstain; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, vyes; Carol Sides, aye;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,

abstain.

[The motion carried. Joseph McNally and Lisa

Peterson abstained from voting on the motion.]

* Kk %

Report of Board President - No Report

* Kk %

Report of Board Members - No Report

* Kk %

Report of Acting Commissioner - No Report

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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* Kk %

Report of Board Administrator

[Kristel Hennessy Hemler, Board Administrator,
addressed the response from licensees regarding
emails for the professional development hours of
continuing education. She noted sending an email as
a renewal reminder and compliance of obtaining the 24
professional development hours of continuing
education. She reported that the email notifying
licensees to upload those certificates directly to
their renewal application was retracted. She stated
a second email was sent and also provided a statement
to the public that no uploads are required for the
renewal application.

Ms. Hennessy Hemler noted receiving concerning
emails from licensees not aware of their professional
development hour, and it is required for licensure
and to maintain their licensure.

Ms. Hennessy Hemler emphasized that it is a
requirement that everybody complete their 24
professional development hours of continuing
education, and it must have been completed from
October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2023, for upcoming
renewals. She noted 12 hours could be carryover from

the previous renewal period for anyone who exceeded

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the 24 hours.

Ms. Hennessy Hemler also informed everyone that
anyone who 1is active retired is exempt of the
professional development hours, along with anyone
licensed between October 1, 2021 to September 30,
2023. She also noted anyone who has an approved
exemption from the Board for medical reasons,
extenuating circumstances, or any type of illness or
physical disability would be exempt from the
professional development hours, but an exemption or
extension would have to be approved.]

* % %
Report of Board Prosecution Division
[Glenn P. Masser, Esquire, Board Prosecution Liaison,
presented the Consent Agreements for Case No. 23-47-
002545 and Case No. 19-47-012531.]
MR. KRINER:
Pursuant to the discussions in
Executive Session, it is my
understanding that the Board would
entertain a motion to adopt the Consent
Agreement at Case No. 23-47-002545.
MR. HARTMAN:
So moved.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MS.

Is there a second?

SIDES:

Second.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
aye; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;

Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,

yes.
[The motion carried. The Respondent’s name at Case
No. 23-47-002545 is Donald Allen Pasquinelli Jr.]

* % %
MR. KRINER:

Pursuant to the discussions in
Executive Session, it is my
understanding that the Board would
entertain a motion to adopt the Consent
Agreement and Order at Case No. 19-47-

012531.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

MR.

Is there a motion?

HARTMAN :

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MS.

So moved.

SIDES:

Second.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, no;
Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;

Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson, no.

[The motion carried. Mike Brinkash and Lisa Peterson
opposed the motion. The Respondent’s name at Case
No. 19-47-012531 is Christopher S. Pecora, P.E.]

* Kk %

Report of Board Counsel

MR.

MR.

KRINER:
Pursuant to the discussions in
Executive Session that the Board would
entertain a motion to direct counsel to
draft an Adjudication and Order in the

matter of Ronald P. Bittler, Case No.

21-47-005540.

HARTMAN :

So moved.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MS. SIDES:
Second.
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,

yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James

10

Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;

Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel - Status of Cases
[Todd P. Kriner, Esquire, Board Counsel, noted four
outstanding discipline cases, noting two consent
agreements on the agenda.]
* Kk %
Regulatory Issues
[Todd P. Kriner, Esgquire, Board Counsel, informed
Board members that there are currently no regulatory
issues. ]
* x %
Appointment - Introduction

[Michael McDonald, Policy Director, Department of

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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State, introduced himself and provided a brief
history of his professional background. He informed
everyone that the policy office works closely with
all of the licensing boards and commissions to review
and draft policy initiatives, along with reviewing
legislation.

Mr. McDonald noted the policy office staff works
closely with Board Counsel to review and draft
regulations and other strategies and policies the
Board would like to implement. He mentioned also
working with contacts in the governor’s office and
the secretary of the commonwealth to implement their
policy agenda. He offered to be a resource for the
Board concerning research and guestions on other
jurisdictions.

Mr. McDonald thanked Board members for their
service to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

President McNally thanked Mr. McDonald for the
presentation and welcomed him to the new position.
He asked Mr. McDonald to discuss the procedures or
policy if there were an issue the Board wanted to
develop.

Mr. McDonald offered to provide contact
information, noting he works closely with Acting

Commissioner Claggett and other members of the Bureau

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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of Professional and Occupational Affairs (BPOA)
staff, along with legal counsel and could be reached
through them.

Mr. McDonald will assist with ideas that may be
beneficial to implement concerning requirements for
licensees and what is happening in other
jurisdictions. He noted having contacts in advocate
organizations and contacts on government-sponsored
research boards who could provide information and
make recommendations as to whether something would be
a good policy and analyze the risks and cost.]

* Kk K
Matters for Discussion - Act 41
[Martin F. Helmke, PhD, PG, Professional Member,
addressed the need for gqualified professional
geologists in the state of Pennsylvania. He
commented that the Board works hard to review
applications in an efficient and rigorous manner.

President McNally noted the development of some
actions to streamline and make sure that those
requests and applications are done expeditiously and
thoroughly.]

* x %
Matters for Discussion - Recognition of Career

Milestone Years of Service

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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[Joseph T. McNally, PG, President, requested Ms.
Hennessy Hemler provide some background to see who
might fit the different categories for recognition,
especially long-serving individuals.

Ms. Hennessy Hemler informed Board members of
correspondence from one of their licensees who has
been licensed for over 50 years and was Jjust curious
because he was not recognized. She noted it could be
something the Board could do in the future for
licensees who have hit milestones and recognize them
at a board meetings or some other way.

President McNally mentioned someone suggesting
the individual receive a letter acknowledging their
50 years of experience.

Acting Commissioner Claggett commented that
recognition may not be the best course of action
because someone may be missed.

President McNally also commented that some
individuals have continuous service and some may have
many years since first being licensed but may not be
continuous and into a bit of a gray area. He noted
it not to be the time to entertain individual
recognition even though their years of service are
certainly appreciated and not consistent with other

boards in general.]

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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* Kk K
Applications for Review
MR. KRINER:
The Board would entertain a motion to

approve the Application of Mark

Benucci, AA0004169987, to take the PLS
Exam.
MR. HARTMAN:
So moved.
MS. SIDES:
Second.
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:
Any discussion on that? Roll call

vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, vyes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* x %
MR. KRINER:

The Board would entertain a motion on

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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number 10 to require the Applicant to
provide additional information that
would be specifically requested of the
Applicant, not to mention the least of
which is education, just provide
additional information on the

Application for Act 41 for Ross

Doctoroff, AAQ004719623.

MR. HARTMAN:

So moved.
MS. SIDES:

Second.
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Any discussion? Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, vyes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* x %
MR. KRINER:

Is there a motion to approve the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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following Act 41 Endorsement

Applications: James Gresko,

AA0004489915; Abdul Rattu,

AA0004717767; John Kulka, AA0004735341;

Yoel Ulacio, AA0003960122; Paul Larkin

Jr., AA0004681048.
MR. HARTMAN:

So moved.
MS. SIDES:

Second.
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Any discussion? Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* x %
Appointment - Pennsylvania Insurance Department -
Pennie Health Insurance Presentation
[Judith Wechter, Outreach Coordinator, Pennie, stated

Pennie is a marketplace connecting Pennsylvanians to

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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health coverage. She informed everyone the Pennie
was signed in 2019 transitioning away from the
federal platform of HealthCare.gov to a state-based
insurance exchange. She noted the vote was
bipartisan and unanimous by both chambers that set up
a state-based exchange to take local control for
operations and customer service.

Ms. Wechter explained that the legislators wanted
to ensure an affordable, stable, and accessible
marketplace for Pennsylvanians to have a pathway to
coverage and choice with pricing and premiums within
the budget for middle-class Americans. She mentioned
that the savings were used to launch a reinsurance
market which basically mitigates risk and makes sure
commercial carriers on the marketplace can price
their products accordingly.

Ms. Wechter explained that Pennie is the official
health insurance marketplace for Pennsylvanians for
affordable health insurance and the only source for
financial assistance to reduce the cost of care. She
noted that over 607,000 individuals across
Pennsylvania are uninsured.

Ms. Wechter addressed Pennie’s no wrong door
policy for anyone who is not sure whether they are

eligible for Medicaid or the Children’s Health

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Insurance Program (CHIP), where Pennie would hand
that off to the Department of Human Services (DHS) if
they were eligible.

Ms. Wechter noted Pennie is the commercial
marketplace for health and dental insurance for
Pennsylvanians and the only source for financial
assistance to reduce the cost of coverage and the
premium. She explained that the financial assistance
comes in the form of a tax credit based on household
size and income.

Ms. Wechter addressed cost-sharing reductions to
reduce the cost of care, where reductions in the cost
of care come from a silver plan that individuals can
enroll in that provides reductions to copays,
deductibles, coinsurance, and out of pocket. She
noted there are gold, silver, and bronze plans,
emphasizing the silver plan for all the commercial
carriers on the marketplace is benchmark.

Ms. Wechter stated one out of four Pennie
customers pay less than $1 a day, 14 percent pay less
than a dollar a month, and 40 percent pay less than
$75 a month. She reported 46 percent of individuals
who enrolled in 2023 saw a monthly premium of $50 or
less.

Ms. Wechter mentioned that Pennie 1is not the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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insurance but is the marketplace where commercial
carriers have their plan with open enrollment from
November 1 through January 15. She noted that
anything out of open enrollment is referred to as a
special enrollment period and is from January 1
through December 31 for a qualifying life event and
provided a list of life events.

Ms. Wechter addressed the special enrollment
period with a 60-day window for individuals going
through a financial redetermination for medical
assistance known as the unwinding of continuous
coverage.

Ms. Wechter addressed the Path to Pennie, which
is a collaboration between the Pennsylvania
Department of Revenue and Pennie, where an individual
could indicate when filing income taxes that they or
someone in their family is not covered or uninsured
and fill out Form REV-1882. She noted the
legislation is about creating a pathway to ensure
that all Pennsylvanians have a way to get protected
and get connected to health coverage.

Ms. Wechter also addressed the unwinding of
continuous coverage for Medical Assistance and the
expiration of the public health emergency. She

reported 3.7 million individuals in Pennsylvania use

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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medical assistance and would be going through a
financial redetermination process but automatically
transferred to Pennie if found ineligible.]
* Kk K
[Judith Wechter experienced technical difficulties.
Acting Commissioner Claggett noted that the rest of
the presentation would be available to Board members
in the shared drive.]
* Kk K

Miscellaneous
[Joseph T. McNally, PG, President, requested Board
member attendance at the National Association of
State Boards of Geology (ASBOG) Council of Examiners
Meeting October 24-28 in Spokane, WA. He mentioned
that Martin Helmke has become very involved with the
association over the last year, noting Pennsylvania
is being actively represented in both the association
and at the meeting.]
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

I ask for a motion for the attendance

of two geology members for the meeting.
MR. HARTMAN:

So moved.
MS. SIDES:

Second.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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PRESIDENT MCNALLY:
Any discussion? Roll call vote,

please.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,

yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James

21

Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;

Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
Miscellaneous - Correspondence

[Kristel Hennessy Hemler, Board Administrator,

referred to correspondence received from the American

Nuclear Society (ANS) concerning discontinuance of
the Nuclear Professional Engineer Examination by the
National Council of Examiners for Engineering and
Surveying (NCEES) for the Board’s discussion.
President McNally stated the Engineering Board
members may have a little bit more insight into this
to be sure that this continued for education and
discipline. He noted that there were a number of
exemptions for federal employees who did not have to

take the exam.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Mr. Kriner reviewed the regulations and found
that it is one of the engineering disciplines
identified for Pennsylvania and did not think there
was any discussion about changing requirements or
minimizing Pennsylvania's support of that engineering
discipline. He believed NCEES was asking for
continued support and to not minimize their support.

Mr. Brinkash explained that it was announced that
NCEES was looking for experts in the field to do the
exam whether they were members or not.

Mr. Kudlawiec also believed NCEES was looking for
experts to assist in preparing the examination.

Mr. Kudlawiec addressed seeking mining and/or
mineral processing engineers for study. He noted
receiving an inquiry from NCEES and participating in
the survey/study on the Board’s behalf.

President McNally referred to correspondence from
Baljinder Brar regarding the I-95 bridge collapse
focusing on activities being completed with
suggestions for consideration by bridge engineers.

Baljinder Brar, PE, California Department of
Transportation, requested the Board’s help
implementing policies in the engineering community.
He stated U.S. highway is feeding Canada and Mexico

and requested the Board correspond with the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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department to help them be more active and help the
study. He addressed accidents that cost lives,
noting the importance of being involved in the study
and having more alertness and implementation to help
save more lives.

President McNally thanked Mr. Brar for sharing
the information with the Board and joining the
meeting. He suggested forwarding the information to
other engineering societies and disciplines within
the state for other people to reach out for this
educational opportunity if it has not already been
done.]

* Kk K
Miscellaneous - Requests for Review
MR. KRINER:
The Board would entertain a motion to
approve the Request for a 30-Day PDH
Extension for 2023 for Michael
McCamley.
Do we have a motion?
MR. HARTMAN:
So moved.
MS. SIDES:
Second.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

23
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Any discussion? Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
abstain; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,

yes.

[The motion carried. Joseph McNally abstained from

voting on the motion.]

MR.

MR.

MS.

KRINER:

HARTMAN :

SIDES:

* Kk %

The Board would entertain a motion to
approve a 1l2-Month Exemption for PDH

Credits for Michael Hunkele.

So moved.

Second.

PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Any discussion? Roll call vote.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
yea; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James

Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.

[The motion carried unanimously. ]

* Kk K

MR. KRINER:
Is there a motion to deny the Request
for PDH Exemption for the 2023 Renewal

for Jeffrey Lengkeek and Charles

Leighty?
MR. HARTMAN:

So moved.
MS. SIDES:

Second.
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:

Any discussion? Roll call.

Arion Claggett, aye; Joseph McNally,
yes; Robert Kudlawiec, aye; James
Szalankiewicz, aye; Mike Brinkash, aye;
Martin Helmke, yes; Carol Sides, yes;
Daniel Hartman, yes; Lisa Peterson,
yes.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk %

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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[Joseph T. McNally, PG, President, noted the next
scheduled Board meeting date is Thursday, September
28.1]
* Kk K
Adjournment
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:
Motion to adjourn.
MR. HARTMAN:
So moved.
MS. SIDES:
Second.
PRESIDENT MCNALLY:
We have a motion and a second. Thank
you very much.
* Kk %
[There being no further business, the State Board of
Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and

Geologists Meeting adjourned at 11:41 a.m.]

* Kk %

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing summary
minutes of the State Registration Board for
Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists
meeting, was reduced to writing by me or under my
supervision, and that the minutes accurately
summarize the substance of the State Registration
Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and

Geologists meeting.

Derek Richmond,
Minute Clerk
Sargent’s Court Reporting

Service, Inc.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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REFERENCE INDEX

July 21, 2023

AGENDA

Executive Session
Return to Open Session

Official Call to Order

Roll Call

Introduction of Attendees

Approval of Minutes

Report of Board Administrator

Report of Board Prosecution Division
Report of Board Counsel

Appointment - Michael McDonald
Matters for Discussion

Applications for Review

Appointment - Pennsylvania Insurance
Department Presentation

Miscellaneous

Adjournment
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