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*** 1 

State Board of Cosmetology 2 

April 27, 2026 3 

*** 4 

[Pursuant to Section 708(a)(5) of the Sunshine Act, 5 

at 9:00 a.m. the Board entered into Executive Session 6 

with Michel P. Merten, Esquire, Board Counsel, for 7 

the purpose of conducting quasi-judicial 8 

deliberations on a number of matters currently 9 

pending before the Board and to receive the advice of 10 

counsel.  The Board returned to open session at 10:30 11 

a.m.] 12 

*** 13 

 The regularly scheduled meeting of the State 14 

Board of Cosmetology was held on Monday, April 27, 15 

2026.  Jennifer D'Amato-Dow, Board Chair, called the 16 

meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 17 

*** 18 

Roll Call/Introduction of Attendees  19 

[Valerie Trautwein, Board Administrator, provided a 20 

roll call of Board members and introduction of 21 

attendees.  A quorum of Board members was present.] 22 

*** 23 

[Michel P. Merten, Esquire, Board Counsel, noted the 24 

meeting was being recorded and voluntary 25 



 
 

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.  
(814) 536-8908 

5    

participation constituted consent to be recorded.  1 

 Mr. Merten also noted, in accordance with the 2 

Sunshine Act, the Board entered into Executive 3 

Session at 9:00 a.m. and conducted quasi-judicial 4 

deliberations with the advice of counsel.] 5 

*** 6 

Approval of Minutes of February 9, 2026 7 

MR. MERTEN: 8 

I believe the Board would entertain a 9 

motion to approve the draft minutes 10 

from the February 9, 2026 meeting. 11 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 12 

So moved. 13 

MS. IEZZI: 14 

  Second. 15 

 16 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-17 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 18 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 19 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 20 

Natalie McNeill, aye.  21 

[The motion carried unanimously.]   22 

*** 23 

Report of Prosecutorial Division  24 

[Adrianne McClendon, Esquire, Board Prosecutor,  25 
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presented the Consent Agreements for Agenda Item No. 1 

3, Case No.23-45-017840.] 2 

*** 3 

[Emyline Breckenridge, Esquire, Board Prosecutor, 4 

presented the Consent Agreements for Agenda Item No. 5 

4, Case No. 21-45-020107; Agenda Item No. 5, Case No. 6 

23-45-000546; Agenda Item No. 6, Case No. 24-45-7 

000400; and Agenda Item No. 7, Case No. 24-45-8 

008334.] 9 

*** 10 

[William Newport, Esquire, Board Prosecution Liaison, 11 

presented the Consent Agreements for Agenda Item No. 12 

8, Case No. 23-45-000261; and Agenda Item No. 9, Case 13 

No. 24-45-002622.] 14 

MR. MERTEN: 15 

I believe the Board would entertain a 16 

motion to accept the Consent Agreements 17 

at Agenda Items 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 18 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 19 

So moved. 20 

MS. IEZZI: 21 

  Second. 22 

 23 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-24 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 25 
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Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 1 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 2 

Natalie McNeill, aye.  3 

[The motion carried unanimously.  The Respondents’ 4 

names are as follows:  Item No. 3, Case No.23-45-5 

017840, Today Nails; Item No. 4, Case No. 21-45-6 

020107, Laurie S. Covaleski-Frank; Item No. 6, Case 7 

No. 24-45-000400, Tina Nails III, Inc., d/b/a Tina 8 

Nails; Item No. 7, Case No. 24-45-008334, Kai Nail 9 

Salon; Item No. 8, Case No. 23-45-000261, Lenjuan 10 

Smith; Item No. 9, Case No. 24-45-002622, Kelly L. 11 

Fye.] 12 

*** 13 

MR. MERTEN: 14 

I believe the Board would entertain a 15 

motion to hold Agenda Item No. 5 for 16 

further deliberation and the Executive 17 

Session to be held later in the 18 

meeting.  We are going to hold No. 5. 19 

*** 20 

Report of Board Counsel  21 

MR. MERTEN: 22 

We have one Motion to Deem Facts 23 

Admitted today, Agenda Item No. 10, 24 

Case No. 23-45-012686.  I believe the 25 
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Board would entertain a motion to grant 1 

the Motion to Deem Facts Admitted. 2 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 3 

So moved. 4 

MS. IEZZI: 5 

  Second. 6 

 7 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-8 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 9 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 10 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 11 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 12 

[The motion carried unanimously.  The Respondent's 13 

name at Case No. 23-45-012686 is Zina Nails, LLC 14 

d/b/a Zena Nails.] 15 

*** 16 

MR. MERTEN: 17 

Moving on to the proposed Adjudications 18 

and Orders at Agenda Item No. 11, Case 19 

No. 21-45-015181, Serilda C. Jones; 20 

Agenda Item No. 12, Case No. 22-45-21 

001589, Outkast Kuts and Agenda Item 22 

No. 13, Case No. 25-45-015962, Shakira 23 

S. Staten.  24 

 I believe the Board would 25 
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entertain a motion to reject the 1 

proposed Adjudication and Order and 2 

direct counsel to draft a final 3 

Adjudication and Order consistent with 4 

Executive Session deliberations at 5 

Agenda Item No. 11. 6 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 7 

So moved. 8 

MS. IEZZI: 9 

  Second. 10 

 11 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-12 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 13 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 14 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 15 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 16 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 17 

*** 18 

MR. MERTEN: 19 

  I believe the Board would further 20 

 entertain a motion to adopt the 21 

 proposed Adjudication and Orders at 22 

 Agenda Item Nos. 12 and 13. 23 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 24 

So moved. 25 
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MS. IEZZI: 1 

  Second. 2 

 3 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-4 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 5 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 6 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 7 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 8 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 9 

*** 10 

MR. MERTEN: 11 

Moving on to our Final Adjudication and 12 

Orders at Agenda Item No. 14, Case No. 13 

21-45-008651, Tammy L. Pedraza; Agenda 14 

Item No. 15, Case No. 22-45-001077, 15 

Anita Bell Young; Agenda Item No. 16, 16 

Case No. 25-45-000811, Carolyn Paris 17 

and Agenda Item No. 17, Case No. 24-45-18 

013062, Shirley R. Owens. 19 

 I believe the Board would 20 

entertain a motion to issue these 21 

Adjudication and Orders as final in the 22 

matters at Agenda Item Nos. 14 through 23 

17. 24 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 25 
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  So moved. 1 

MS. IEZZI: 2 

  Second. 3 

 4 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-5 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 6 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 7 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 8 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 9 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 10 

*** 11 

Report of Regulatory Counsel 12 

[Addie Abelson, Esquire, Regulatory Counsel, present 13 

to provide an update on the status of the Board’s 14 

regulations, which included the General Revisions 15 

package, Schedule of Civil Penalties, Licensure by 16 

Endorsement and Deleting Natural Hair Braiders. 17 

 Ms. Abelson reported there were no updates or 18 

changes to the status of the regulation packages, but 19 

she would be focusing on moving these regulations 20 

forward in the coming weeks.] 21 

*** 22 

Applications - Act 41/Endorsement 23 

[Mr. Merten noted the following Act 41 applications: 24 

Agenda Item 19, Application No. AA0006492028, 25 
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Mingfeng Zhu; Agenda Item 20, Application No. 1 

AA0006529373, Viktoriia Digurova; Agenda Item 21, 2 

Application No. AA0006742877, Ayna Atayeva; Agenda 3 

Item 22, Application No. AA0003795687, Marian Diaz 4 

Laboy; Agenda Item 23, Application No. AA0006838795, 5 

Christina Henry; Agenda Item 24, Application No. 6 

AA0006884468, Uliana Yaroshchuk; Agenda Item 25, 7 

Application No. AA0006914522, Angin Aleksanyan; 8 

Agenda Item 26, Application No. AA0006932871, Tetiana 9 

Barba-sh; Agenda Item 27, Application No. 10 

AA0006962490 Siuzanna Babaian; Agenda Item 28, 11 

Application No. AA0006985292, Rafaela Rivera; Agenda 12 

Item 29, Application No. AA0006988164, Samiyya 13 

Taghiyeva; Agenda Item 30, Application No. 14 

AA0006992120, Anastasila Lapaieva; Agenda Item 31, 15 

Application No. AA0006992682, Juliana Papikyan.] 16 

MR. MERTEN:  17 

I believe the Board would entertain a 18 

motion to grant full licensure by 19 

endorsement to the applications and 20 

Agenda item numbers 19, 21, 24, 25, 26, 21 

28, 29, 30 and 31. 22 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 23 

  So moved. 24 

MS. IEZZI: 25 
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  Second. 1 

 2 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-3 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 4 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 5 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 6 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 7 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 8 

*** 9 

MR. MERTEN:  10 

I believe the Board would further 11 

entertain a motion to provisionally 12 

deny the applications at Item Nos. 20, 13 

22, 23 and 27. 14 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 15 

So moved. 16 

MS. IEZZI: 17 

  Second. 18 

 19 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-20 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 21 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 22 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 23 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 24 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 25 
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*** 1 

Applications - Variance Request 2 

[Mr. Merten noted the following Variance Requests:  3 

Agenda Item 32, Application No. AA0006853033, Lunar 4 

Beauty; Agenda Item 33, Application No. AA0006861473, 5 

Twin Tigers Nail Studio; Agenda Item 34, Application 6 

No. AA0006920375, Wildflower Therapeutics by Anita.] 7 

MR. MERTEN:  8 

  I believe the Board would  entertain a 9 

 motion to approve the Variance Requests 10 

 at Agenda Items 32 and 34. 11 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 12 

So moved. 13 

MS. IEZZI: 14 

  Second. 15 

 16 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-17 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 18 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 19 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 20 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 21 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 22 

*** 23 

MR. MERTEN: 24 

  I believe the Board would further  25 
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 entertain a motion to provisionally 1 

 deny the Variance Request at Agenda 2 

 Item 33. 3 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 4 

So moved. 5 

MS. IEZZI: 6 

  Second. 7 

 8 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-9 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 10 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 11 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 12 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 13 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 14 

*** 15 

[Pursuant to Section 708(a)(5) of the Sunshine Act, 16 

at 10:54 a.m., the Board entered into Executive 17 

Session with Michael Merten, Esquire, Board Counsel, 18 

for the purpose of conducting quasi-judicial 19 

deliberations and to receive the advice of Board 20 

Counsel.  The Board returned to open session at  21 

10:59 a.m.] 22 

*** 23 

Report of Board Chairperson - No Report 24 

*** 25 



 
 

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.  
(814) 536-8908 

16    

Report of Prosecutorial Division - (Cont.) 1 

MR. MERTEN:  2 

I believe the Board would entertain a 3 

motion to reject the Consent  Agreement 4 

at Agenda Item No. 5 as too harsh. 5 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 6 

  So moved. 7 

MS. IEZZI: 8 

  Second. 9 

 10 

Arion Claggett, aye; Jennifer D'Amato-11 

Dow, aye; Sandra Jenkins, aye; Nicole 12 

Weakland, aye; Heather Kelly, aye; 13 

Kristin Green, aye; Linda Iezzi, aye; 14 

Natalie McNeill, aye. 15 

[The motion carried unanimously.] 16 

*** 17 

Report of Acting Commissioner - No Report 18 

*** 19 

Report of Board Administrator - No Report 20 

*** 21 

Public Comment 22 

[The following individuals attended the meeting in 23 

order to speak during the Public Comment period: 24 

Sarah Stinson, Aesthetic Operations Manager for the 25 
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Hand and Stone Franchise Corporation; Tara DeLutis 1 

Parys, Area Manager for Hand and Stone in Lancaster, 2 

PA and Harrisburg, PA; Logan Brown from Hand and 3 

Stone in Lancaster, PA; Aubrey Atwell from Hand and 4 

Stone in Harrisburg, and Jaclyn Palmieri from Hand 5 

and Stone, (no location given). 6 

 Ms. Stinson stated, in February of 2026, two 7 

franchise Hand and Stone locations in Harrisburg and 8 

Lancaster received investigative visits in which Hand 9 

and Stone were advised that dermaplaning was 10 

considered outside of the licensed aesthetic scope of 11 

practice in Pennsylvania.  Ms. Stinson, on behalf of 12 

the Hand and Stone employees, requested that the 13 

Board might be able to clarify what their 14 

interpretation was of dermaplaning being outside of 15 

the licensed aesthetic scope of practice.   16 

 Ms. Stinson described in detail the comprehensive 17 

training an individual needed to complete in order to 18 

practice dermaplaning.  She also advised that Hand 19 

and Stone remained current and up-to-date with all of 20 

the local and state regulatory requirements.  She 21 

stated, in reviewing the current Pennsylvania 22 

aesthetic regulations set forth in 49 Pennsylvania 23 

Code, Chapter 7, they could not identify language 24 

that specifically referenced dermaplaning or a 25 
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clearly analogous service.  She further added that 1 

neither their professional liability insurance 2 

partner associated with associated skin care 3 

professionals nor a professional skin care partner, 4 

Dermalogica was able to identified express regulatory 5 

language prohibiting dermaplaning within 6 

Pennsylvania.  She discussed encouraging Pennsylvania 7 

spa owners to support a proposed bill that seeks to 8 

clarify whether dermaplaning falls within the 9 

aesthetic scope of practice or not.  As such, she 10 

commented that the existing regulatory language did 11 

not provide explicit direction on this matter. 12 

 Ms. Stinson stated certain Pennsylvania spa 13 

locations had successfully completed state 14 

inspections while offering dermaplaning as one of the 15 

services they provided.  She advised, though they had 16 

sought out the clarification of the dermaplaning 17 

regulation, they had received inconsistent 18 

information from inspectors and no definitive 19 

guidance from the State Board on same. 20 

 Subsequently, Hand and Stone recommended that all 21 

franchises in Pennsylvania discontinue the practice 22 

of dermaplaning until such time as further regulatory 23 

clarification on the issue could be obtained. 24 

Advocacy efforts that would support new legislation 25 
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approving dermaplaning as a legitimate practice for 1 

spa owners had also begun.   2 

 Ms. Stinson re-iterated their goal was to make 3 

certain the spas were fully aligned and in compliance 4 

with state regulations.  She requested that the Board 5 

clarify the specific statutory or regulatory language 6 

declaring that dermaplaning was a prohibited service 7 

within the licensed aesthetic scope of practice in 8 

Pennsylvania. Additionally, she commented that Hand 9 

and Stone would value the Board's advice and counsel 10 

on how to navigate the next appropriate steps in 11 

achieving regulatory clarity as well as advancing 12 

legislative action on this issue.  She requested that 13 

Hand and Stone be placed on the agenda for the June 14 

8, 2026 meeting in order to discuss the subject 15 

matter more thoroughly.  16 

 Ms. DeLutis Parys spoke on behalf of Ms. Penny 17 

Patterson-Smith, the owner of the Lancaster and 18 

Harrisburg locations.  Ms. DeLutis provided a 19 

statement in which Ms. Patterson-Smith described her 20 

business as one with integrity, professional 21 

excellence, trust, etc.  Ms. Patterson-Smith, in her 22 

statement, informed the Board that the issue of 23 

dermaplaning and its uncertainty had been 24 

increasingly unsettling to her staff.  She advised 25 
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that dermaplaning was a service that her guests 1 

requested on a regular basis.  She stated, since the 2 

service had been dropped, it had affected her 3 

business and disrupted their operations.  4 

 Ms. Patterson-Smith depended on clear and 5 

specific guidance from the Board to ensure that she 6 

and her company was in good standing with local and 7 

state regulations. 8 

 Mr. Merten thanked the group for attending the 9 

public session.  He advised the group that, at the 10 

moment, dermaplaning was beyond the scope of 11 

practice.  He commented, by law, the Board was not 12 

permitted to offer any kind of advisory opinion on 13 

the interpretation of their act or interpretation for 14 

the public. 15 

 Mr. Merten stated the Hand and Stone group was 16 

taking the proper route in their investigative 17 

research for change.  He noted his appreciation for 18 

what the group was trying to do.  He added that 19 

legislation was probably the way they would want to 20 

proceed with their goal of obtaining some clarity on 21 

the regulation. 22 

 Ms. Stinson asked if the Board could provide any 23 

contacts with the legislators.  Mr. Merten  24 

recommended reaching out to the representative for 25 
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the local area.  Acting Commissioner Claggett offered 1 

to speak with the Hand and Stone group after the 2 

meeting about not receiving responses from the Board 3 

on their request for information. 4 

 Ms. Trautwein asked the group about a possible 5 

former bill in the House or the Senate, Bill 1581, 6 

currently House Bill 61, Marlo Brown.  Mr. Merten 7 

replied that 1581 was probably carried over from 8 

prior legislation.  Ms. Iezzi suggested that nothing 9 

was ever done with it.  Ms. Trautwein stated it had 10 

died on the floor but had since been re-introduced. 11 

 Jordan Kelly was then recognized and stated she 12 

knew that tanning beds that were used in spas can 13 

cause cancer.  She questioned why they were still 14 

used.  Mr. Merten stated the Board could not provide 15 

an interpretation of their act or their regulations. 16 

He further suggested, if there was a concern about 17 

the use of tanning beds, the proper person to reach 18 

out to would be their local legislator. 19 

 Ms. Palmieri acknowledged that the Board could 20 

not give counsel, but questioned where in the laws, 21 

specifically which line item declares that 22 

dermaplaning is prohibited.  Mr. Geschwindt, as the 23 

Senior Prosecutor in Charge of the team that handles 24 

cosmetology cases, noted Board regulation at 49 PA 25 
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Code, section 7.77 stating that a cosmetology or 1 

esthetician salon may not have activities in it that 2 

are outside the scope of its license.  The 3 

definitions of these restrictions could be found at 4 

63 PS Section 507.  Mr. Geschwindt noted being bound 5 

by the rules of the Board against giving advisory 6 

opinions to the public.  Ms. Palmieri commented on 7 

the misunderstanding due to the lack of specificity 8 

for either dermaplaning or tanning beds. 9 

 Ms. DeLutis Parys asked if complainants were 10 

permitted to add or modify a report after it had been 11 

submitted; if so, how are additions documented and 12 

timestamped with the investigative process?   13 

 Mr. Geschwindt explained the information 14 

available as part of the complaint and investigation 15 

process is received by the prosecutors.  The decision 16 

to prosecute depends on the reliability of the 17 

evidence of an actual violation having occurred that 18 

they could prove at a hearing.   19 

 Ms. DeLutis Parys questioned, if a complainant 20 

was not happy with the results of an investigation or 21 

case, what protections did they have in place as a 22 

business?  Mr. Geschwindt advised, if a complainant 23 

was not happy with the resolution of a case and there 24 

is evidence that the prosecutors did not receive 25 
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during the investigation, the investigation could be 1 

re-opened.  Additional complaints could be filed if 2 

new evidence came to light after an investigation had 3 

ended.  It was also asked if additional verification 4 

of an investigator could be required by a business 5 

other than one just holding themselves out to be 6 

same.  Mr. Geschwindt suggested the question be 7 

addressed to the Bureau of Enforcement and 8 

Investigation (BEI).] 9 

*** 10 

Adjournment  11 

CHAIR D'AMATO-DOW: 12 

  Motion for meeting be adjourned. 13 

ACTING COMMISSIONER CLAGGETT: 14 

  So moved. 15 

CHAIR D'AMATO-DOW: 16 

We are adjourned.  Thank you, everyone.  17 

*** 18 

[There being no further business, the State Board of 19 

Cosmetology Meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.] 20 

*** 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

26 
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 1 

CERTIFICATE 2 

 3 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing summary 4 

minutes of the State Board of Cosmetology meeting, 5 

was reduced to writing by me or under my supervision, 6 

and that the minutes accurately summarize the 7 

substance of the State Board of Cosmetology meeting. 8 

 9 

    10 

       11 

     Jacob Hill,     12 

     Minute Clerk 13 

     Sargent’s Court Reporting 14 

        Service, Inc. 15 
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