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State Veterans’ Commission Meeting Minutes
October 23, 2025

01:00PM

Valley Forge Casino & Resort

Call to Order

Chairman Nicholas Taylor

The Pennsylvania State Veterans’ Commission (SVC) meeting was called to order at 01:00PM on October 23,
2025.

Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance

The Day of the Deployed will be observed on October 26. The Day of Deployed is a day to honor our deployed

troops and families for their bravery and the sacrifices they are making for our country. Supporters of the
military are urged to get personally involved in activities that send care packages and offer message up
encouragement and other morale boosting activities to those currently deployed overseas and to their families.
Also, we just celebrated the Navy's 250th birthday. Further, we ask for guidance, wisdom, and discernment in

our work here supporting our fellow veterans.

Commission Introductions

Mr. Marc Ferraro TAG Designee-DMVA- EDS

Ms. Maureen Weigl DAG-VA- DMVA-OVA

Mr. Nicholas Taylor SVC Chairman, President - MOAA
Ms. Denise Boehm- TEAMS VA-Healthcare, VISN 4

Mr. Leonard Johnson Member-at-Large

Mr. Michael Brooker Member-at-Large

. Patrick Love

Commander, The American Legion

Mr. James Hogan Adjutant, The American Legion

Mr. Phil Arnold Commander, MOPH

Ms. Constance Snavely SVC V-Chairwoman, Representative, Korean War Veterans
Mr. M. B. Kanis Commander, Jewish War Veterans

Ms. Victoria McCoy Commandant, Marine Corps League

Mr. Bernie McDonald Executive Director, AMVETS

Mr. Bill Zelner Commander, AMVETS

Mr. David Gyger Designee- Veterans of Foreign Wars

Ms. Lory Liebegott Commander, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. Robert Hammaker-TEAMS Adjutant, Disabled American Veterans

. Wanda Grover

Commander, Blinded Veterans of America

. Michael Rang

Commander, Catholic War Veterans

. Jesiah Schrader

President, PA State Association of County Directors of
Veterans Affairs

. Richard Hudzinski

Designee- Vietnam Veterans of America

. Chris Fidler - TEAMS

Director, Keystone Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America

Absent

Mr. Stanley Majocka Commander, Italian American War Veterans
Mr. Mark Baylis Member-at-Large

Ms. Pauline Bozdech-Veater Member-at-Large

Ms. John Getz Adjutant, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Mr. William Roland Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Mr. Larry Googins President, Vietnam Veterans of America




Others Present

Mr. Keith Beebe MOAA- Guest

Mr. Chris Kintner The American Legion

Mr. Dusty Durand DMVA-PPL

Mr. David Cowgill- TEAMS VISN-4 Direct of Communications
Ms. Nicole Lynn- TEAMS VHA VISN 4

Mr. Travis Davis DMVA-BVH

Mr. Brian Natali DMVA- PIRO

Ms. Angela Watson Director, DMVA Communications
Mr. Edward Cherry DMVA- OCC

Mr. Joseph Batt DMVA

Mr. Micheal Moss DMVA

Mr. Troy Michaels American Legion

Mr. Scott Grass Enlighted Recovery

Mr. Tyrone Beach VMC/Vietnam Veterans of America
Mr. John Noll DMVA

Mr. David Wello VSO

Mr. Robert Lithgow DMVA VSO

Ms. Lisa Kaye- TEAMS Monroe County VA

Mr. Keith Graham DMVA- PIRO

Administration of Oath

Mr. Marc Ferraro

The oath was administered to the following commissioners:

e Patrick Love -Commander, The American Legion

Awards Ceremony

Chairman Nicholas Taylor

The Pennsylvania meritorious service medal is awarded by the governor for meritorious service by the
Commonwealth by civilians, veterans, and members of the Pennsylvania National Guard or United States

Armed Forces. In positions of great responsibility or have provided meritorious service to veterans and their
families. Today, Lieut. Col. Keith Beebe, United States Army retired, is being recognized with this award and
is officially commended for exceptionally meritorious service while holding a position of great responsibility.
Signed Josh Shapiro, Governor, countersigned by MG John Pippy, The Adjutant General.

Mr. Keith Beebe remarks:
I'm very honored to do this. This has been several years since we've done this. This began literally
establishing the 12 individual states medals of honor, I was the one that worked with the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives. I got the Pennsylvania one. And then I worked with representative Mike Kelly
up in Erie PA in the United States Senate and got the national medal of honor highway done and that was
signed by the presidents in December 2024. The latest thing right now is getting brand-new signs which
mentioned both Pennsylvania and National medal of honor. I was with representative Mark Wentling about
a week ago introduced on the house floor. He will have legislation probably introduced on Monday which
will establish the new signs for the highway. It's taken many years to get here but I appreciate all of that
and all of your support, all the organizations, there are many organizations that wrote to Congress and
others with support, and I highly appreciate all that also. Thank you.

Vice-Chair Opening Remarks Vice-Chair Constance Snavely

With Veterans Day just around the corner, I have a PowerPoint presentation with the speaker note handout. I
would be happy to share. It's all military history and tradition pertaining to of course military funeral honors.
But just let me know, I can email everything you need.




Chairman’s Opening Remarks Chairman Nicholas Taylor

My participation in the last 45 days directly representing the Pennsylvania state veterans commission included:

e Tuesday 8:30 a.m. biweekly VTC.

e [updated committee appointment memorandums including women's veterans, veterans health,
legislative, Member at large committee revision, member at large inactivation, not dissolution, Real
estate tax invention committees. That's important for the new commissioners to understand the
committees we have and what I've asked the committees to concentrate their efforts on.

e [ participated in multiple conversations with the Chairman of our governance committee and DMV a
senior leadership on committee suggestions by Mr. Brooker.

e [represented MOAA at the 4 Sept. 2025 war veterans Council well is reelected as the Council's VP
for the second executive year.

e On 10 October I participated in the pre-PA SVC meeting, agenda review with Becky Yeagley and
General Counsel Joe Batt. We finalized this agenda today and reviewed the election procedures.

In the future:

e Next week I will publish my annual Veterans Day memorandum.

e Two weeks later please look for my annual Thanksgiving memorandum, I do this because it's important
to reflect and remember the sacrifices that our veterans and our families have made in service to our
country.

e [ will attend the annual Veterans Day ceremony at the national Cemetery on Sunday, 9 November. I will
forward this information.

Questions/Discussion

None

DMVA Opening Remarks Mr. Marc Ferraro

Thanks to everyone for participating in our second annual VetCon. We have a very busy schedule, it started this
week with VetCon and goes through the holiday season. I would honestly say this is the busiest we've ever
been with the amount events that we are supporting and sponsoring throughout the Commonwealth. Pretty
much every deputy secretary and just about every general officer and we’re dipping down into Colonels and
Lieut. Col. now to cover some events. We will be out in force this year covering everything we can cover.
Although we are somewhat limited with the federal government shutdown, and some restrictions on the
stateside, and we will be out where we can. We are permitted by policy that's been published on the federal side
that impacts some of the things we can do. We continue to operate in the state without a budget. We cannot pay
any grant, so it impacts Act 66, we’re fully aware of these impacts. We had an inquiry the other day, with
passive information up along both legislative and executive branch channels so they understand what the
impacts are and all the programs that we have oversight on. We will continue to pay for those entitlements that
we are allowed to pay. But we have our hands tied in a lot of areas. There's a hiring freeze, but we are allowed
to hire clinical staff in the homes and our police department. If we want an exemption, we must request it from
downtown. Can not have any new starts with contracts.

There's also been impact on the federal side, not just as it relates to the National Guard but also in the veterans
space as well. They have closed the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia benefits offices. Our employees are still at
work, but they have been teleworking because they have been kicked out of the buildings. We are still there to
process and help veterans and do what we can through VSO's and VSS's. On the military side there's been a
whole lot of executive orders and new guidance that's having some impact on what the military can and cannot
do. Compound on top of that, a government shutdown. We do have some federal employees that are furloughed
within the department. Some of those considered in the excepted activities will come to work but as you are
aware, they are not getting paid. We will continue to advocate the best we can but use your organizations to go




back to the legislature to push them to do two things. One, pass a budget. But more importantly for the last
three years we have asked for additional money in the budget to bridge the gap for six months to bring you onto
a calendar year as opposed to a fiscal year. We’ve asked for it every year, and it gets taken out of the budget.
Tell your legislators that’s what you want so we can avoid the problem we are currently facing. We put you on
a calendar year, you shouldn't have to deal with the impacts of a budgeting impasse.

We are continuing to deploy soldiers and airmen. We have 354 currently deployed between Army and Air so
we’re still doing missions. And as we gear up the Army is going through the Army, ATI, Army transformation
initiative, there will be some large impacts to the National Guard on the Army side in the upcoming year.

We met with the governance committee, Maureen and me. We talked about establishing priorities from us to
you based upon what our priorities are, guidance we get from the Governor, guidance we get from MG Pippy,
and some budgetary things. What we intend to do from here on out is every year we will publish those priorities
to you. So that now you understand what we are working on, what our legislative priorities are, what our
program priorities are and what our budgetary priorities are. So legislatively, right now, there's four priorities
that we have:

e One: A budget line item for veterans temporary assistance. Right now, that's taken out of the VTF fund
so it's through donations. Years ago, it was a separate line item, but then they took the line item out and
put into VTF and right now as we see it based on the donation screen we anticipate in two or three years
the VTF fund will be out of money because the donations are drying up. The more check-off boxes they
put on the vehicle registration form when you get your license and vehicle registration, we get less
money. To keep that program viable we are going to ask for a line item again.

e Two: Increasing the pension amount for the amputee, blind, and paralyzed pension program.

e Three, Pushing forward on the real estate tax exemption program. We have that bill out there, we want
to keep pushing it. We really need to get that pushed across the board before the end of this year.

e From a program perspective, transportation, suicide, and getting money to bridge the gap for Act 66 so
we don't have the problem we are in today.

e The final: Legislation and initiative benchmarking which is to review analyze and recommend
legislation and initiatives based on successful implementation and impact of similar laws and other
programs in other states that we see have been successful that we do not have in the state. So Dusty and
his team, Keith and his team with Maureen's leadership are looking at what other states are doing. What
seems to be working there and trying to bring those programs here into PA that could potentially work
for us.

We will get a copy of this to everybody (see attachment). The intent now is for you to take this back and put it
out to your organizations. Let's do a grassroots campaign. For all the things were working on to support hitting
the legislature up and working on these issues for us.

Questions/Discussion

Mr. Rich Hudzinski asked: Who’s been asking questions about the budget and where do you stand? Mr.
Marc Ferraro answered: It was the House of Appropriations Committee. We've pushed our concerns up
through policy and legislative channels, so Dusty passes that up through his channels of what impacts we also
pass it up through our budget office of what the impacts are to the organizations. To kids requiring educational
grants and all that stuff. Dusty and our budget office handle that.

Mr. Bruce Kanis commented: I am proposing a resolution to enhance and support your position. I like to
introduce resolutions under new business, see if this body will enhance it and support members getting back
together and doing the proper thing by passing a budget.

Chairman Nick Taylor Commented: We have our marching orders from MG Pippy, it is well within the
realm of possibility, and we do appreciate the clarity and guidance.

Approval of June 6™, 2025, Meeting Minutes




Motion: Mr. David Gyger, Designee, Veterans of Foreign War, made a motion to approve the minutes.

Second: Mr. Jesiah Schrader seconds the motion.

The body agreed; motion carried. Minutes approved

Reading of Official and Other Communications Chairman Nicholas Taylor

Received correspondence from Mr. John Getz from the VFW. John was appointed as that of VSO grant
committee chairman, unfortunately due to his commitments with the VFW, he has asked to be replaced in that
capacity. If anyone is interested in being appointed to replace John, please let Chairman Nick Taylor know. We
do appreciate John's willingness to take on a committee for almost a year. And we would like someone to
volunteer to go into that chair position.

On 10 September, I received an email from Connor O'Leary, a policy analyst for the house Veterans Affairs
and Emergency Preparedness Committee regarding Senate Bill 146. This bill creates the veterans trust fund
board within DMVA as an advisory entity. And that bill requires two representatives from the Pennsylvania
SVC.

Questions/Discussion

None

Deputy Adjutant General-VA Remarks Ms. Maureen Weigl

Thanked everyone for attending the conference and asked everyone to attend the pitch competition with small
business entrepreneurs.

Questions/Discussion

None.

DMVA Policy, Planning, and Legislation Mr. Seth Benge

Explained the slides on the legislation that affects veterans and service member veterans and their families
throughout Pennsylvania. The slides are in order and show who has gone farthest in the process, at the top you
will see those who have passed and down to those who have passed out of the first committee. All the ones that
have done something. There's a whole other list of ones that are number one, which means they have been
introduced but haven't gone anywhere.

Explained the 2025-2026 session, general assembly. NV meaning “non-voting” days. Session will be held but
no vote on legislation. This is a “sine die” year, meaning legislation introduced in 2025 will carry over to 2026.
In 2027 a new session will come in, and all that legislation will be gone. Link provided on the slide you can use
to look up specific bills and see where they are in the process. Any question you can reach out to the
Legislation team.

Update to the budget bill. SB 160 by Sen. Martin, that is the budget legislation. Senate passed that legislation
over to the house. The house took that legislation and amended it with their budget proposal and then sent it
back over to the Senate. The Senate looked at that bill, amended it back to their numbers and then amended it
again with new numbers. That will now go back over to the house again to see what they do with it. The house
is in session next week. They were not in session this week. Come Monday we will find out what the house
thinks of the Senate's new amended numbers.

There is also a capital budget which is construction money and that is HB 1331. The house passed that over to
the Senate, but the Senate hasn't taken any action on the budget.

Questions/Discussion




o Mr. Bruce Kanis asked: if it can be confirmed if the members of the Senate are receiving a
paycheck. Mr. Seth Benge answered: that he did not have that answer.

o Chairman Nick Taylor asked: Do you see any goodness in recommending that instead of having
a calendar year budget that the state alliance with the federal fiscal year of one October to 30
September? Or should we just keep trying to do that calendar year as what the ask was? Mr. Marc
Ferraro answered: I think it's best for you to go to a calendar year because whether it is July or
October, you'd still be able to bridge October to January or July to January. But we will support
whatever you want, we don’t want to see you go without money.

BVH Bureau of Veterans Homes Mr. Travis Davis

Briefed the slides provided in the readahead.

e Currently no COVID 19 in any of the homes with staff or residents

e Five stars remain the same as at the last meeting and surveys have been going well.

e Explained the methodology behind the five-star ratings and the quality metric ratings.
o Points dropped due to hospitalization numbers going up.

e There are 3 COVID 19 vaccines authorized for 2025-2026 from the CDC and PA Department of Health.
o Pfizer and Moderna are available in all six of the homes pharmacies.
o Novavax do not have available but if a resident wants it, they will get them that vaccine.

Questions/Discussion

DMVA Bureau of PIRO Mr. Keith Graham

Moving into a heightened season for us with Veterans Day around the corner.

Mr. Cory Bender is retiring. He'll be done in November. Mike is the deputy in that section, so we welcome him
to his new position and wish Cory luck as he moves forward.

Our Pittsburgh and Philadelphia field offices are not allowed access to the building for a long period of time,
however they're getting in there a couple of times a week to get mail. They can only be there for 20 minutes,
they can't go to their desks but are able to get the mail.

The LVOC is coming up on five months now of operation, it's a much better work environment for the
employees but it is thrift that we are seeing the facility far exceeds what we thought we would see from a
walking clientele perspective. Philip from the Vet Center, that briefed this morning on trauma informed
counseling, is there every Thursday running outreach there. Career link is there every Wednesday. We are
implementing a bunch of new programs such as training for beekeepers, which is a recognized therapeutic
modality.

Some concerns that we have as a department are becoming quite challenging to work with a lot of these
agencies because of their resourcing and federal grants they traditionally receive they are not receiving now.
Some examples we seen food banks couldn’t distribute raw products such as meat, dairy, vegetables. Things
they would have to purchase, they no longer have the capital funds to purchase.

Low-income heating programs. Any veteran would contact us for a VT A veterans temporary assistance and say
I need help with heat, we would push them to the LIHEAP service because it's a more sustainable solution
tailor-made for their problem. The problem is nobody in the Commonwealth from the federal perspective works
in that program, they've all been removed from their jobs, so we don't have access. I just spoke about this
yesterday, we don't have an answer on how to get the money that's out there. We see a number of these social
programs that we all use being impacted by a lot of these things. As you hear about these things, please pass
them forward, we’re trying to maintain the best comprehensive list.




Moving into the year Pennsylvania is now the seventh largest veteran population state. We are looking at about
646,936 veterans in the Commonwealth of PA. We have maintained a relative homeostasis when it comes to
income into the state from benefits and other stuff. We’re sitting at $1.25 billion in economic impact for claims
benefits coming into the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Whole number of factors for the decline. We are a
very aging population, overall, generally in Pennsylvania compared to other states. Veterans are not returning
to Pennsylvania at the rate we'd like to see them.

Outreach events you see in the second quarter look low because we just started it. The second quarter is usually
one of our busiest quarters.

Questions/Discussion

None

State Veterans’ Programs Mr. Keith Graham

e Amputee and Paralyzed Veteran’s Pension and Blind Veteran’s Pension are entitlements and are
currently being paid.

e Education gratuity is not an entitlement, it’s an appropriation, and it is currently not being paid. Once
budget is passed the funds will be released. Everything that has been said to be approved is already
sitting at the treasury and comptroller’s office waiting to be disbursed.

e VTA comes out of VTF which has nothing to do with budget or appropriation process. The concerns are
that we will eat into the VTA a little more as the social programs diminish.

e Military Family Relief Assistance no major concerns.

e Real Estate Tax Exemption program is moving flawlessly. The team is averaging at about 1,000 reviews
a month.

Questions/Discussions

o Mr. Rich Hudzinski asked how long it will take to make payments on social services agencies,
specifically Act 66? Mr. Keith Graham answer: I can't answer that. What I can tell you is when
the appropriate are released it must go through the normal process through Capitol Hill. Once that's
released the money goes to the treasury. Treasury is responsible for racking and stacking the
distribution of those funds. I'm sure the school districts say they'll be a higher priority than Act 66
and hospitals will say their higher priority than whoever. Somebody in treasury will decide on how
that gets paid out I would be able to venture a guess, 60 days, 30 days, four days.

o Mr. Rich Hudzinski follow up question: What can be reduced? Can it be expedited? Mr. Marc
Ferraro answered: We can request and expedited review. Traditionally, the holdup is on the legal
side, but it must go through OGC. Then it must go to OAG before it can go out to be dispersed. We
will ask for expedited review of those documents through those two. And right there is 120 days.
But we will most certainly ask for that expedited review.

o Mr. Leonard Johnson asked: Even though the budget is not passed, they still get their pension
currently. Mr. Keith Graham answered Yes. The blind amputee and paralyzed veterans funds are
entitlements and continue to roll in lieu lapse of appropriations.

o Mr. Michael Brooker commented that one of the goals of the governance committee is to make
the veterans commission a force multiplier for DMVA, you have events you may not be able to
cover, we have commissioners sprinkled throughout the state. Please consider using us if you need
extra help.

o Mr. Rich Hudzinski asked: What is the difference between an entitlement verses a straight
appropriation. Mr. Keith Graham answered: It depends on how it’s written into law when the bill
is passed. If it's written as an entitlement, it continues to roll. If it's an appropriation fund that meets
annually it’s reviewed.

Approval of State Veterans’ Programs Reports




Motion: Ms. Constance Snavely, Vice Chair / Korean War Veteran representative, made the motion to
approve the programs report.

Second: Mr. Leonard Johnson seconded the motion.

The body agreed; motion carried. Programs reports approved.

VISN-4 Mr. Dave Cowgill

Multiple leadership updated, provided in readahead.
Patient experience update, the VISN4 has the highest score across the board at 95%. The network continues to
have the highest number of compliments, nationally at 80%, and lowest number of concerns at 10.5%. Top 5
complements from the most recent survey are the interactions with staff, satisfaction with specialty care, quality
of care, cleanliness of facility, and the courtesy of their healthcare providers. Flu shots are now available
throughout VISN4.
The veteran transportation service or VTS, at each one of our many medical centers, we completed the quality
assurance rounds of entering DAV donated vehicles and DAV volunteer drivers. VA approved vet ride
software system. We are currently developing reports that will give our stakeholders insight into the local
transportation capabilities. Our network is using this Vetride to track vehicle usage statistics including the
number of rides, miles, passengers, etc. As well as maintenance details. Moving forward we have established
the full monthly reporting will occur on the second Tuesday of each month. Jennifer Stevie, our transportation
manager, meets regularly with the state veterans transportation group, which I know many of you work closely
with her to discuss the transportation program and any challenges that may arise.

Questions/Discussions

e Mr. Rich Hudzinski commented They have been meeting with us as a joint PWVC legislative issue
because we’re looking at getting more money and as an SVC issue because of the issue of providing the
best healthcare transportation system that can be provided and integrated. Especially with an aging
population. Very sophisticated what the VA is doing here. This is detailed analysis. Even knowing why
a ride failed. Getting down to that level. It will take about a year of data collection, but we are moving
forward on integrated pattern of making analysis statewide moving vehicles around. They understand
that this is a veterans transportation system and VTN falls underneath it. It's not a separate project.

e Mr. Rich Hudzinski asked: Is there any more progress on the VA committing to automating the
process automatically? That is the survivor, let's take an example, the husband dies, the widow’s
dependent on that money that was coming through his disability. And that the VA automatically puts
her in for it rather than her having to know and having to go apply. Mr. Dave Cowgill answer: That he
will find out the answer for the group.

e Mr. Robert Hammaker commented: In the Wilkes-Barre area my VSO is allowed to show up but not
allowed to see veterans. And I'm not sure who came up with that and why. Mr. Dave Cowgill stated he
will look into that specific situation and get back to Mr. Hammaker directly.

Committee Reports

Legislative Committee Mr. Mark Baylis
NO REPORT
Questions/Discussion
None
Pensions/Relief/Grave Markings/State Military Cemetery Committee Mr. Larry Googins

NO REPORT




Questions/Discussions

None

RETX Mr. Jesiah Schrader

We were able to get the memorandum completed. Next meeting scheduled in November where we will review
exactly the verbiage of the law, the house bill being pushed forward through legislation. There is some verbiage
from the counties that we would like to have reviewed and have some wordsmithing done so we will take a
look at that and propose and make suggestions.

Questions/Discussions

Chairman Nick Taylor: I'd like you and your committee to see the same reports I do on the statistics and the
counties, whose been approved, having applications for the real estate tax exemption. I think that's important
for your committee going forward.

Transportation Committee Mr. Robert Hammaker
NO REPORT
Questions/Discussions
None
Veteran Health Committee Mr. Leonard Johnson

Planning on starting zoom meetings in September to bring back a more consolidated report on health issues.

Information on the Gulf War illness medical conditions were passed and recognized by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, as a compatible disease. Starting October 1, 2025, VA updated its billing practices for whole
health well-being services to ensure consistently with federal law. Veterans and priorities 6,7 and 8 who are
already responsible for outpatient copayments will now pay a $15 copayment. For whole health well-being
services are billed under code 139.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, men get breast cancer also, and it was included in the pact act.

Get enrolled in the pharmacogenomic (PGX) testing program. My committee member here is here, he can give
you a quick testimony on he got enrolled. Within a month's time he got information back on that. That is
medicine needed to be fixed.

o Chris Testimony: signed up for the PGX program at the end of the last meeting, received a call back
within the next one day. I had a blood test done probably within the next week and I think within two
weeks I got a call back from my provider that one of the meds I was on was in conflict with what they
saw on the profile, call me on new meds, anything the whole thing took three weeks.

Questions/Discussions

None

VSO Grant Committee Mr. John Getz

NO REPORT

Questions/Discussions

None.

Womens Health Ms. Pauline Bozdech-Veater

NO REPORT
Questions/Discussions

None




Pennsylvania War Veterans Council Mr. Bill Zelner

NO REPORT

Questions/Discussions

None

Governance Committee Mr. Michael Brooker

Mr. Brooker explained the diagram of Opening Channels of Communication as one of the changes to the OPP.

e These changes are focused on opening and improving channels of communication. To better utilize our
time and talents in discussion and problem-solving during meetings and committee work. Increase
commissioner involvement and affect better collaboration between the VA and SVC. With the goal of
more effectively achieving our mission and improving how we do business as a commission.

After taking a hard look at the current processes and outcomes and hearing priorities, it is a new and pertinent
first step towards the goal of better collaboration and identifying specific tasks or issues we can consider taking
up in the upcoming year.

e Proposed change- Evolving the process focus and structure of these meetings. Meetings have become
proforma two thirds of the time is spent listening to reports, often information often contained in the
readahead or taken off an agenda.

o Goal: To have a meeting that is focused, efficient, and results oriented. Having a desired
outcome such as making specific decision, solving a problem or brainstorming ideas. Meetings
should be focused on discussion and decisions, not just information sharing. Topics should be
raised as questions or clear action items and spring productive conversations. Become more of a
corporate board and less of a chapter meeting.

Questions/Discussions

o Chairman Nick Taylor commented: I think for the most part we are results oriented and I submit for
your respectful consideration a good news story like the member at large process. We have a committee.
It comes up with two nominees, onto the nomination process. Wrote and revised in SOP which was
approved by tag. I think that's a good success story and there are others. I think now that we have the
guidance, we have more of a better framework to understand what DMVA wants us to do, and I think
going forward we can do that. One thing I'll bring up under new business is, I'll go around the table as I
asked last month to have each organization identify what their number one and number two priorities are
and I think what we can do as a body in accordance with what you're proposing for the governance
committee 's work on those proposals, work on those priorities because I think we might have overlapping
priorities and I'm certainly willing to and I'm kind of excited to hear what each organization's number 1
& 2 priorities for this year. I think we are results oriented, but we are constrained a little bit by if those
organizations desire to bring something to the table for the commission.

o Mr. Marc Ferraro commented: One thing about the priorities. Just because we gave you priorities, it
doesn’t mean it is not a two-way conversation. If there is something on there you want to discuss, let's
discuss it. If there's something you think should be added to there, you need to bring that up to us as well.
One thing I think we haven't determined is what the annual cycle should be, whether it is a calendar cycle,
a fiscal year cycle, we will discuss that in the department, maybe tied to the legislative cycle. We will
have that discussion and let you all know so we can plan out and time out when we will have those
conversations.

o Mr. Rich Hudzinski commented: We have our elections one October. And that might be good for the
cycle like one October with the following month starting four years time period, so it corresponds with
people being on board. This idea of asking the various organizations to come forth comes out of the state
governance committee looking at different ways to do things. And setting aside the typical Roberts rules
organization but that does not mean we always have to follow a standard agenda that we grew up with in
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the veterans organizations. We would rather see a more business-like agenda, tough and hard topics but
they come out of discussion. Then a response, sometime solution occurs, during the meeting or a report
is rendered subsequently, at a specified time. You form committees or teams to answer those questions.
We tend to create our committees ahead of time and they sit there waiting. What we need to do, because
of the amount of time we have and other duties, is discuss things and figure out which ones we will tackle,
which ones we aren't, form working groups, action groups to address them. Find the people to do that
which includes inviting outsiders and other organizations. This idea of communicating back and forth,
finding people with common interests.

o Chairman Nick Taylor commented: I don't necessarily disagree with it. What I would like to see from
the governance committee, if you're talking about changing the agenda to a business agenda, to see what
that might look like. If you go back through the agenda I have always asked if there's anything that needs
to be or would like to be put on the agenda. Very few times do we have any ideas for the next agenda. In
one of the things we could get after is, I go around the table and ask each VSO what are your number one
and two priorities we can determine what we want to talk about, so I'm in agreement with what you are
saying. But on the other hand, if none of the VSOs has anything that they feel the commission wants to
discuss. I would really love for example, The VVA to say you know what we like the commission to
examine X.

Mr. Brooker continued: Where do we get the topics and issues that make our meetings and committees work
action oriented? As mentioned, receiving TAGs priorities is a solid first step. How about VSO input? When was
the last time an issue percolated up to us from a chapter or post? I do have to say an issue came up today to kind
of prove that this process can work. Do VSO regularly share information from DMVA to their own internal
communication channels with their members and how you do it? I'd like to hear from you what you hear about
that or any information on the steps of ideas that you can share.

Questions/Discussions

o Mr. Robert Hammaker commented: Yes, you get emails from me daily, probably 20 emails per day.
We at the DAV share everything from this organization and the committee with our members. Mr.
Michael Brooker responded: Correct. That's for the others to understand how to get the information
down but then to get the information back up to this body. I think communication is two ways. It is
speaking and then listening to the return to make sure the information you shared had an impact. Mr.
Robert Hammaker commented: I sent a letter out the other day regarding the budget. I sent that to
about a thousand people, and I had two people respond. If you're talking about communication, I'm
sending a lot of things out and getting nothing back.

o Mr. Bruce Kanis commented: When we have meetings here and I am absolutely astounded at the
quality of individuals who give reports to this committee. I'm on five different boards from federal
government to local. I congratulate the people assembled here in this form is running. We share the
information from when I started out in June with six active posts, now up to 15 throughout the
Commonwealth and two in Delaware. We share the information by picking up the phone. Calling the
various post commanders to get the word out to their members what's going on. They get back to us and
tell us what's important. Right now, some of them are facing starvation. I have a guy in Pittsburgh who
is ready to be evicted because he couldn't pay his rent. Another reason why I need this resolution out
because he's not alone. To answer the question that I hear this body passes on a lot of valuable
information. It's up to the individual commissioners from my perspective to be able to share that
information with the people they represent.

Mr. Brooker continued: Other than the minutes, how does the commission communicate with Pennsylvania
veterans? How many veterans attend or listen to our meetings? Or send communications to the chair or
executive secretary? That is the impetus behind the “ask the commission portal” which could allow salient
issues to be identified and addressed. A mechanism for this already exists. We just need to fine-tune it that way
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we can avoid the wardens famous line from the 1967 movie cool hand Luke that “what we've got here is failure
to communicate.”
Questions/Discussions

o Chairman Nick Taylor question: You say the portal, I think that is something to connect outside is
always good. You say it exists, can you define what exists? Mr. Michael Brooker responded: believe
it's on the DMVA website. There's a button, not on the state veterans commission page, there is a
contact you can then go either by phone or email and put information into the system. The DMVA has a
very robust response team that filters those inputs and then passes them where they are. What I'm
looking to carve out is a little thing that would be on our veterans commission page that it would be for
people to put things in for to ask the commission, seek help, get guidance, give us something to chew
on. | think there would be value in that. It is there, it's just not on our page currently.

o Ms. Victoria McCoy asked: You're saying our veterans should press a button and ask questions, am [
correct? Mr. Michael Brooker responded: Correct. Ms. Victoria McCoy commented: What is my
job? They should be coming to me as I sit in the seat to bring the questions to the board. There’s already
a button on the DMV A website. There are so many places that a 20 something-year-old or 30
something-year-old go to the county service officer.

o Ms. Wanda Grover commented: Our clientele are over 50. Until this last gulf war entity, we had
started losing blinded veterans. Losing blinded veterans we also lost interest because they got
everything. So now we have these 30 something that are interested that are technology savvy that want
something, that we are not giving. They're not coming to me because they can get on a computer, they
can get on the phone and find out all the information they want, they can put in their own claims and do
a lot of things and we don't have the ability to say hey, there is still some expertise out here as a VSO.
There are still some things that you're not going to get from that technology. It’s coming to the point it's
all or nothing because if you put everything on technology, I've got 60, 70, 90-year-old veterans that are
not that technologically savvy and don't want to go on and push that button. Then I've got 20 or 30-
year-olds that will push that button and never talk to me. You got to weigh the differences and come up
with something in the middle. Mr. Michael Brooker responded: Where I am focusing on this, I asked
the Commissioner or maybe those who are connected to VSO and again I'm not trying to shortcut
anyone system, but again, it's another tool in the toolkit that a veteran in Pennsylvania that needs help
could get help.

o Mr. Rich Hudzinski commented: Mr. Booker is not saying that we want to cut the organizations out
of the pipeline. There’re many challenges as possible to get the question, then the person can be
redirected. What we were talking about is the button, we were mainly concerned about group issues, not
personal issues. What are the things that you are seeing out there in the community that are affecting
you and your comrades that the commission could address. System problems. And as many avenues as
possible, most veterans do not join veterans organizations and that's been historic. It's not just this
generation. So were trying to be realistic and use technology to advantage, not to circumvent.

o Mr. Robert Hammaker commented: The 20,000 members we have in our state, badgered me to
establish a webpage which I spent $10,000 that I really didn't have to put a webpage out there. I have
links to DMVA, links to everything the commission says on my webpage. There have only been 440
hits in the last four months. I don't know what else he wants us to do there.

Mr. Brooker continued: The opening channels of communication diagram is a model that illustrates a Baker's
dozen sources for collaboration and partnership. Once again, the standard shouldn't just be attending a GAC-VS
meeting for example, to receive information but rather active participation to open a true two-way dialogue to
share ideas and identify issues. I had a question where is this an effective model? I know my first four years on
the SVC seem to flyby and it took two years to feel comfortable becoming a more active participant as chair of
the governance committee. By design unfortunately the one-year terms for many SCV members means we have
to reinvent the wheel every cycle. And again, talking about when to get the tag priorities feeds into that. We
propose using a designee for ex officio members to provide better continuity to the SVC and its committees
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with the idea of designating a past commander or president to provide continuity of work. What do you think?
Something that's allowed in the bylaws and allowed in the OPP.
Questions/Discussions
o Ms. Constance Snavely commented: We already have made that provision about a year ago. We

started letting some non-commissioners beyond different committees to help because they had subject
matter expertise. Mr. Rich Hudzinski responded: This is about voting members. Right now, the law
allows for ex officio appointments and four members at large. When I say ex officio, I mean by virtue
of your position as a commander of an organization. Some of you have one-year tours, some of you
have two. And it takes a while to ramp up. The stuff that you guys do as commanders, traveling, the
obligations, like my president, he's been called away and can't make the meeting. Where is the attention
span? This requires attention, and we are asking for work from the commissioners. You must admit
yourself Mr. Chairman you have problems finding people to staff committees and we require by our
bylaws that the commissioners be the chair of the committees. We are looking at continuity, the time it
takes to get on board. Why not send my first vice president, instead of me to be the designee. That gives
him a couple years of learning before it comes on as a commander. It's just a different way of
approaching the problem if you have interest, if you have the time, if you have the availability of the
designee function that we have not maximized its use. And the key thing is everything is to be decided
by the commissioners, by vote, not by person. Chairman Nick Taylor responded: This commission
has never said no to anybody who wants to sit in in the commanders of the organizations, the heads of
the organizations are free to bring whoever they want to make a suggestion or recommendation. You are
right. The sitting commissioners that are here are the voting members. But I would offer to you, leave it
up to the decision of the head of that agency.

Mr. Brooker continues: these proposals are designed to disrupt the status quo and allow us to better meet our
mission of advising TAG, provide more time for sensitive problem-solving, increase commissioner
involvement in fostering better collaboration between the SVC and entities on the communications diagram.
The Roman historian Tacitus reminds us that the desire for safety stands against every great and noble
enterprise. The saying suggests that taking risks is necessary for significant achievements and a desire for
safety or the status quo can prevent the pursuit of the bold and ambitious goals. I hope you are ready and
willing to join in this noble enterprise and vote in the affirmative for the governance committee proposals.
Beginning our transition to becoming a more vocal, collaborative, and effective body.

Motion

Motion: Ms. Victoria McCoy, Commandant, Marine Corps League, made the motion to have the Governance
Committee draft a business type agenda by next SVC meeting.

Second: Mr. David Gyger seconded the motion

The body agreed; motion carried.

Motion

Motion: Mr. Richard Hudzinski, Designee, Vietnam Veterans of America, made the motion to have a
discussion next meeting on what priorities we will address for the coming. Then form Committees based on
those priorities.

Second: Mr. Leonard Johnson seconded the motion

Discussion: Ms. Wanda Grover asked for clarification on the motions. Chairman Nick Taylor explained:
The first motion was to put together a businesslike agenda that may be slightly different or slightly similar to
what we follow, the other motion is to identify the priorities and then do the committees. Mr. Michael
Brooker commented: The agenda should be driven by discussion. You can't put the cart before the horse and
say make an agenda, I can make one up. But as a body, a decision on what and how to tackle various issues,
that then drives an agenda. That requires deliverables. A whole bunch of things come from that. Chairman
Nick Taylor comments: What I think were getting at here is the committee brought up the fact of a business
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agenda or whatever else. Let's understand the priorities and see how that fits together. Because then we will
have a comparison. You have what we have now, what we've been using in a quote unquote draft agenda if the
body says, based on the priorities we want to tackle a line-item budget and then we can adapt the agenda to
that. This is just a draft that will not be written in stone, that's why we will have communication about it. And |
just hasten to tell the commissioners we don't have a meeting scheduled for November; we do in December so
we will have time to talk among ourselves and be prepared for December.

Three opposed, one abstains; motion carried by the majority of the aye.

Unfinished Business

List of each organization’s priorities:

MOAA: Support for Veterans exposed to toxic materials and environmental hazards, and Veterans suicide
prevention

VFW: Act66 and Suicide prevention

DAV: Increasing transportation volunteers and memberships

BVA: Blinded veterans pension, hiring talented personnel, and hospitals that work with blinded veterans.
CWYV: To get the CWV known and communicate with other present members.

PACDVA: Real estate taxes exemption program and how that will be administered and affect the offices
directly and indirectly. Having legislation being pushed for us being state-mandated office.

VVA: To have a fair and equitable unified judicial system and it comes to veterans. Homeless issue that is
developing in the state. ACT66

MCL: Trying to accredit more VSO to help those who are accredited with the Marines. A better relationship
with all these will be organizations.

JWV: Spread the knowledge that veterans serve, veterans vote, and we are all in this to work together for the
common good. Work to provide adequate funding for veterans and their families to Pennsylvania.

KWYV: Viability and serving and supporting veterans
MOPH: Boots on the ground, Transportation, Act66
TAL: Membership, suicide prevention, communication, and community

KPVA: Keeping VA as healthcare of choice and real estate tax getting modified

New Business

Chairman Nick Taylor: Regarding Senate Bill 146, the bill requires two representatives from the
Pennsylvania State veterans commission. If there's anyone who would like to be one of those representatives,
please let me know. The progress on this bill, the Senate passed it but it was tabled by the house on eight
October. Second order of new business that I have if there's anyone interested in chairing the VSO grant
community, please let me know as well.

Good of the Order

Mr. Bruce Kanis: The Marines are coming 7-10 November. We will have a veterans parade approximately
13,000 people going to Market Street including members of the Marines, active duty as well as reserves, the drill
team etc. For the homecoming Navy we had four naval ships, three Coast Guard ships, and supposedly a
submarine that did not surface. There was a good time there even though the blue Angels could not fly because
of weather. 42 years ago, today the Beirut bombing occurred. It brought up to mind something happening here in
Pennsylvania so the resolution I’d like to pass as following: The number one priority of leadership in all forms
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of government is to have safety and security of active military, veterans, and civilians. Leadership is elected,
appointed, or thrust into critical situations. There's a lack of support, through the Commonwealth right now. So,
in that respect I resolved and asked the members of the SVC to join with me to request a desire that the elected
officials of state senators and House of Representatives begin nonstop meetings to pass a budget to fund critical
necessary infrastructure for the people who they are elected to represent. That a written need and a proven need
is urgently extended as of today. Whether whatever party affiliation elected officials provide or adhere to, the
public is not being served, nor Veterans or families who are members who vote. People who are putting their
priorities and partisan politics ahead of their power and their political goodwill for the case of the people will
face the election. Therefore, I ask this committee that this organization resolve that the members of the SVC
strongly urge the Commonwealth legislator to do the same and have meetings consecutively until the budget is
passed.

Mr. Leonard Johnson: We would appreciate it if you gave the information back to your members, spread the
word, because our help is all we have.

Ms. Victoria McCoy: I'm a professional singer. I perform the national anthem, and God bless America so please
let me know if you ever need somebody.

Motion

Motion: Mr. Bruce Kanis, Jewish War Veteran, made a motion that the SVC and affiliating members urge the
legislator to begin to meet immediately to pass a budget.

Second: No one seconded the motion

The motion dies for lack of a second

Chairman & Vice Chairman Election Mr. Joe Batt

Mr. Mike Rang nominated Nicholas Taylor for Chairman.
o Mr. Nicholas Taylor Accepted the nomination

Mr. Rich Hudzinski Nominated Michael Brooker for Chairman
o Mr. Michael Brooker accepted the nomination

Mr. Michael Brooker speech: It's an honor to be considered for this position and nominated for this position.
For me you get what you see. I'm very passionate about moving the veterans commission forward. I appreciate
your support. Thank you.

Mr. Nicholas Taylor speech: Ladies and Gentlemen, again, I solicit your support to continue as the Chairman, I
do think we have made a difference and will continue to make a difference. I will close by just reiterating what
Major General Pippy said at our last meeting which is contained in the minutes. Major General Pippy thanks
everyone involved quote “you can see a lot of progress being made in a lot of feedback, this collaboration
makes a big difference” to paraphrase very happy with us as a commission based on what we have done and
what this commission will do in the future. I don't think we as a body can get better endorsement than that.
Thank you.

Ballots were handed out to the voting commissioners for a secret ballot voting.

Results for Chairman: Mr. Nicholas Taylor has been voted as the Chairman of the State Veterans
Commission for the 2025-2026 term.

Mr. Rich Hudzinski Nominated Michael Brooker for Vice-Chairman
o Mr. Michael Brooker accepted the nomination

No other nominations were received for the Vice-Chairman.
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Motion

Motion: Mr. Patrick Love made a motion to appoint Mr. Michael Brooker the Vice-Chairman position

Second: Ms. Lory Liebegott second the motion.

The body agreed; motion carried. Mr. Michael Brooker is the sitting Vice-Chairman for the SVC 2025-2026
term.

Agenda for Next Meeting

Closing Remarks Chairman Nicholas Taylor

Mr. Rick Hamp has been longtime supporter of this organization and function as a special assistant with the
DAG-VA will be retiring at the end of December. We do expect him to be at the commission meeting. And I'm
going to contact all the commissioners here I think it would be fitting and proper that maybe we as a body for
his support, being an advisor to the governance committee, and many other committees over the years maybe
we present him with a token of our appreciation, so will be in contact with you.

Next Meeting

Friday December 5, 2025 @ 10:00 AM
Forum: Lickdale Outreach Center
40 Fisher Ave, Jonestown, PA 17038

The minutes of this meeting are respectfully submitted by:

BG (PA) Maureen Weigl
Deputy Adjutant General
Veterans Affairs
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Information Paper

1 October 2025

SUBJECT: TAG Guidance to the Pennsylvania State Veterans Commission

1. PURPOSE: To cedify the DMV A recommended goals and priorities for the State Veterans
Commission.

2. BACKGROUND

A. The Govemnance Committee of the State Veterans Commission is in the process of
restructuring the SVC and will be submitting their recommendations to TAG for
approval.

B. Prior to submitting their recommendations, the committee is seeking guidance from
DMV A leadership regarding what lines of effort they should be supporting.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS
The following goals and priorities were approved by the Adjutant General:

a. Pennsylvania Legislative Priorities
1. This work should include engagement and increased advocacy for:
1. Adding a budget line item for the life changing Veterans Temporary
Assistance program.
2. Increasing the pension amount for the Amputee and Paralyzed
Veterans Pension program.
3. Champion the need for changes to the Real Estate Tax Exemption
program.
4. Opposed to HCO2713 — Rep. Brandon J. Markosek (D) —
Strengthening Oversight of State Veterans” Homes
b. Transportation
1. Work with VISN4 to develop multiple solutions to solve this complex and
evolving problem
c. Governor’s Challenge and Suicide Prevention
i. Support DMVA Govemor’s Challenge Team lines of effort and assist with
mcreasing awareness and expanding access to community care capabilities.
1. Provide organizational (i.e., internal to the service organizations) and
community education and training around safety planning and Lethal Means
Safety.
d. Legislation and Initiative Benchmarking
1. Review, analyze, and recommend legislation and initiatives based on the
successful implementation and impact of similar laws/programs in other
stafes.
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																																																						193RD MX/OPS 12 PAX																						271 CBCS (193)- AEF- 11 PAX																																						112 COS (111)- RTND

																																																				211 EIS -AEF 12 PAX																																																																																						171 ARW- ALERT STATUS (HS)- 37 PAX

																																																																																		111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX																																																								111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX

																														Total Number Mobilized / Projected,  by month:

																														9		9		9		35		281		527		518		740		631		714		735		501		273		118		139		223		248		239		609		664		696		708		664		966		966		942		887		585		370		370		370		126		126		126		165
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Pennsylvania
CURRENT AND FUTURE UNIT MOBILIZATIONS @ Department of Military

| and Veterans Affairs

FEB MAR APR NMAY JUN JUL AUG SEP | OCT NOV DEC JAN26 FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

171 ARW- QATAR- RTND
111 ATKW-RCP (Various)- RTND
201 RHS (193 & 111)- GUAM-RTND

148 ASOS (193)- Iraq- 14 PAX

193 AOG- CONUS & Qatar- 23 PAX

| 171 ARW- ALERT STATUS (HS)- 37 PAX
| 111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX

PAANG Current Deployments

Unit Opn Pax Current ANG Unit Airmen Mob: 110
193 SOW CENTCOM, CONUS, AFRICOM 18/19/1 Current ANG Individual Mob: 1
111 ATKW IPR (HS), CENTCOM t 36 Total: ANG Mob: 111
171 ARW Alert Status (HS), CENTCOM 37

Total PAANG Deployed 111
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Sheet1

		2012		FY 2013       																								FY 2014          																								              FY 2016      

		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN 16		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN 17		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN 18		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN19		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN20		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN21		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN22		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN23		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN24		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN25		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP		OCT		NOV		DEC		JAN26		FEB		MAR		APR		MAY		JUN		JUL		AUG		SEP

				PRT9/2 PAX

										NATO HQ Tm - KFOR  5 PAX  

										1-104 AV BN (ARB)   OEF - A    329 PAX     

										28 FI Co    OEF - K     27 PAX   

										F CO / 1-169 MEDEVAC   OEF - A    20 PAX   

				B/2-104 GSAB (CH-47)  OEF-A 62 PAX  

				HHC 55 ABCT (MET)   OEF - K     42 PAX     

				1-109 IN BN TASKFORCE-N   OEF - K  990 PAX     

				1-104 CAV (TASKFORCE-S)  OEF - K      517 PAX     

										A / 2-104 AV BN (CAC)  OEF-A  62 PAX     

																				JFHQ SFAAT (2CR)   OEF-A     9 PAX       

																																								252 EN CO   OEF-A  158 PAX

																																																																		28th ID 1-110th 370 pax

																																																										                                                                                      Det 1 C 2/104 OEF-KU 24 pax																																																																																																																																																		171 ARW-Guam- RTND

																																																								                                                                                            2IBCT KFOR 141 pax

																																																												111 ATKW 17 pax																								193 SOW 30 PAX																																																				111 ATKW- RTND																								171 SFS- OFS- RTND																												111 ATKW- Various- RTNG																						111RHS-Lithuania-RTND

																																																												171ST ARW 4 pax																								111 ATKW 36 PAX

														171 ARW-OEF 25 PAX

																								193 SOW-OPN 45 PAX

																								171 ARW-OEF 13 PAX

																												171 ARW-OEF 25 PAX

																																																												111TH AOG 11 pax																								171 ARW 20 PAX																														193 -RTND						201 RHS-LI-RTND																						193 SOW- OIR- RTND																		193 RCP- VARIOUS- RTND																																																270 EIS (111)- Various- RTND																						148 ASOS (193)- Various- RTND

																																																																																																																																																																																												171 ARW- RTND																																																																																														171 ARW- QATAR- RTND

																																																																								111- UFG- RTND																111 SFS- OIR- RTND																										201 RHS (193)-BTH-RTND																258 ATCS- OIR- RTND																211 EIS (193)- VARIOUS- RTND																				193 SOW- OFS- RTND																																																								171ARW-Qatar-RTND										111 SFS- Qatar- RTND																																				171 ARW-QATAR-RTND

																																																																																																																																																																																																								171 ARW- Various- RTND																																																																														111 ATKW-RCP (Various)- RTND

																																																																																																																171 ARW- OIR- RTND																				270 EIS (111)- VARIOUS- RTND																						201 RHS (111&193)- OFS- RTND																																																																												211 EIS (193)- Qatar- RTND														193 SOW- RCP- Various- RTND

																																				111 SFS - 26 PAX																																																		                                  																																																																																																																		111 ATKW-OAW-RTND																																																																																201 RHS (193 & 111)- GUAM-RTND

																																						Det 1 201 RHS -106 PAX																												193 SOW- OIR- RTND																								193 SOW- OIR- RTND																						171 SFS- OIR- RTND																																																171 ARW- OFS- RTND																																																																														171ARW- Guam- RTND																				271 CBCS (193)- RCP- Various- RTND

																																						201 RHS -116PAX																																																                                  																																																																																																																193 SOW-OAW-RTND

																																								270 EIS - 6 PAX																														171 ARW- TSP- RTND												211 EIS (193)- 10 PAX																																																								193 AOG- SS- RTND																				193 CES- OFS- RTND																																																																												201 RHS-Lithuania-RTND										171 SFS- Saudi Arabia- RTND																112 COS (111)- Various- RTND																										148 ASOS (193)- Iraq- 14 PAX

																																								193 SOW - 52 PAX																																																												171 ARW- UFG-RTND												201 RHS (111)- BTH- RTND																																																																																								171 SOW-OAW-RTND																						193 AOG- Qatar- RTND

																																												171 ARW - OEF-A 80 PAX 																																270 EIS (111)- AEF- RTND																																																171-RTND										171 ARW- RTND														111 SFS- OIR- RTND																		171 ARW- UFG- RTND

																																														171ST CES - 20 PAX																																																						111 FSS- OIR- RTND																																																																171 ARW- OFS- RTND																								112 COS- HS- RTND																				171 ARW- Various- RTND																		201 RHS (111)- Guam- RTND																																																																		193 AOG- CONUS & Qatar- 23 PAX

																																																						193RD MX/OPS 12 PAX																						271 CBCS (193)- AEF- 11 PAX																																						112 COS (111)- RTND

																																																				211 EIS -AEF 12 PAX																																																																																																								171 ARW- ALERT STATUS (HS)- 37 PAX																																																		171 ARW- ALERT STATUS (HS)- 37 PAX																																																171 ARW- ALERT STATUS (HS)- 37 PAX																												171 ARW- ALERT STATUS (HS)- 37 PAX

																																																																																		111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX																																																																										111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX																																																		111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX																																																111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX																												111 ATKW- RPA (HS)- 36 PAX

																														Total Number Mobilized / Projected,  by month:

																														9		9		9		35		281		527		518		740		631		714		735		501		273		118		139		223		248		239		609		664		696		708		664		966		966		942		887		585		370		370		370		126		126		126		165
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Sheet1

		PAANG Current Deployments

		Unit		Opn		 Pax

		193 SOW		CENTCOM, CONUS, AFRICOM		18/19/1

		111 ATKW		IPR (HS), CENTCOM		36

		171 ARW		Alert Status (HS), CENTCOM		37

		Total PAANG Deployed				111
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Pennsylvania
Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

Policy, Planning, and Legislative Affairs @

Introduced Initial 15t ond Appropriation 3" 2"Y chamber 15t ond 2"Y chamber 3"d Presented to| Signed by
Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio Consideratio| Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio|Appropriation |Consideratio the Gov Gov
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Bill Number |~ [Title | ™ |Primary sponsor |7 [Last action | Progress Code -
HB1405 An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public |Rep. Brian Munroe (D) 2025-10-27 Act 41 of 2025

School Code of 1949, in certification of teachers, further providing for career and
technical instructional certificate.

HB304 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Melissa Cerrato (D) 2025-06-30 Act 10 of 2025
Statutes, in general provisions, providing for veteran of Korean Armed Forces.
HB414 An Act amending Titles 23 (Domestic Relations) and 51 (Military Affairs) of the  |Rep. Craig Williams (R) 2025-10-27 Act 40 of 2025

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, enacting the Uniform Deployed Parents
Custody and Visitation Act; making repeals; and making editorial changes.

HB491 An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania |Rep. Chris Pielli (D) 2025-06-27 Act no. 6 of 2025
Consolidated Statutes, in juvenile matters, providing for concurrent jurisdiction on
military installations.

HB553 An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the approval of the [Rep. Nate Davidson (D) 2025-06-30 Act No. 12 of 2025
Governor and the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, to convey to Tioga
County a tract of land, and to accept a tract of land from Tioga County, both
tracts being located in Charleston Township, Tioga County;

HB799 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Daniel J. Deasy (D) 2025-07-07 Act 31 of 2025
Statutes, providing for veterans' benefits and services workplace posting; and
making an editorial change.

HB865 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Arvind Venkat (D) 2025-07-07 Act 32 of 2025
Statutes, in Military Family Education Program, further providing for definitions,
for eligibility, for Military Family Education Program grants and for limitations.

SB129 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Sen. Doug Mastriano (R) 2025-06-30 Act 20 of 2025
Statutes, in Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, further providing for
advisory councils for veterans' homes.

As of 24 NOV 2025 > community > commonwealth > country
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Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio Consideratio| Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio|Appropriation |Consideratio| the Gov Gov
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
SB232 An Act amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in Sen. Tracy Pennycuick (R) 2025-06-30 Act 21 of 2025 13
fishing licenses, further providing for disabled veterans and former prisoners of
war and for deployed Pennsylvania National Guard members and repealing
provisions relating to reserve component of armed forces members.
SB475 An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania [Sen. Amanda M. Cappelletti (D) [2025-07-21 Act 38 of 2025 13
Consolidated Statutes, in organization and jurisdiction of courts of common pleas,
further providing for problem-solving courts; and, in sentencing, further providing
for modification or revocation of order of probation.
SB130 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Sen. Doug Mastriano (R) 2025-06-04 H - First consideration, 2025-09-29 H - Placed on HVS, 2025-11-17 H - 8
Statutes, in Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, providing for burial Laid on the table (Pursuant to House Rule 71)
benefits.
SB146 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Sen. Lisa Baker (R) 2025-10-29 H - First consideration , 2025-10-29 H - Laid on the table, 2025-11-17 H 8
Statutes, in State Veterans' Commission and Deputy Adjutant General for - Removed from table , 2025-11-17 H - First Consideration Rescinded , 2025-11-17
Veterans' Affairs, further providing for Veterans' Trust Fund. H - Reconsider the Vote by which the House Accepted the Report of the Veterans
Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee that Contained Senate Bill 146, H {
Reported as amended - House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness
SB173 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Sen. Tracy Pennycuick (R) 2025-03-19 H - First consideration 8
Statutes, in general provisions, providing for veteran of Korean Armed Forces.
SB308 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Sen. Scott Hutchinson (R) 2025-06-04 H - First consideration 8
Statutes, in military educational programs relating to medical officer or health
officer incentive program, further providing for definitions, for establishment of
program, for program stipend, for additional incentives, for recoupment of
incentive payments, for adjustment of stipend amounts and for eligibility; and
making editorial changes.
SB327 An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvania Sen. Chris Gebhard (R) 2025-06-17 H - Reported as committed - House Judiciary, 2025-06-17 H - First 8
Consolidated Statutes, in employees, further providing for automatic certification. consideration
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HB1102 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Chris Pielli (D) 2025-05-05 H - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-05-16 S - Referred to - 6
Statutes, in military educational programs relating to medical officer or health Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness
officer incentive program, further providing for definitions, for establishment of
program, for program stipend, for additional incentives, for recoupment of
incentive payments, for adjustment of stipend amounts and for eligibility; and
making editorial changes.
HB1144 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Dan K. Williams (D) 2025-05-22 H - Third consideration and final passage, 2025-05-22 S - referred to 6
Statutes, in veterans' pensions and benefits, further providing for blind veteran's Senate VAEP
pension and for amputee and paralyzed veteran's pension.
HB410 An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in|Rep. Jennifer O'Mara (D) 2025-03-24 H - Voted Favorably From Committee - House Appropriations - House 6
licensing of drivers, further providing for issuance and content of driver's license. Appropriations, 2025-03-24 H - Re-reported as committed - House Appropriations -
House Appropriations, 2025-03-24 H - Laid out for discussion , 2025-03-24 H - Third
consideration and final passage , 2025-03-25 S - Referred to - Senate
Transportation - Senate Transportation
HB482 An Act authorizing the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to join the Interstate Rep. Brandon J. Markosek (D) 2025-07-01 H - Voted Favorably From Committee - House Appropriations - House 6
Compact; providing for the form of the compact; and imposing additional powers Appropriations, 2025-07-01 H - Re-reported as committed - House Appropriations -
and duties on the Governor, the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the House Appropriations, 2025-07-01 H - Laid out for discussion , 2025-07-01 H - Third
Compact. consideration and final passage , 2025-07-14 S - Referred to - Senate Consumer
Protection and Professional Licensure - Senate Consumer Protection and
Professional Licensure
HB968 An Act amending Titles 30 (Fish) and 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated|Rep. Chris Pielli (D) 2025-06-23 H - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-06-24 S - Referred to - 6
Statutes, in fishing licenses, providing for active duty military fishing reciprocity Senate Game and Fisheries
and for disabled veteran annual fishing license reciprocity; and, in hunting and
furtaking licenses, providing for active duty military hunting reciprocity and for
disabled veteran annual hunting license reciprocity.
HB993 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. John C. Inglis III (D) 2025-05-06 H - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-05-12 S - Referred to - 6

Statutes, in veteran-owned small businesses, providing for veteran-owned
business logotype; and imposing a penalty.

Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness
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Initial 15t ond Appropriation 3" 2"Y chamber 15t ond 2" chamber 3rd Presented to| Signed by
Committee [Consideratio|Consideratio Consideratio| Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio|Appropriation [Consideratio| the Gov
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An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The
Administrative Code of 1929, in administrative organization, further providing for
department heads, for gubernatorial appointments and for deputies.

Sen. Kristin Phillips-Hill (R)

2025-04-02 S - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-04-03 H - Referred to -
House State Government

SB511

An Act amending Title 38 (Holidays and Observances) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in veteran recognition, providing for Korean War Veterans
Armistice Day.

Sen. Doug Mastriano (R)

2025-06-09 S - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-06-10 H - Referred to -
House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness

SB533

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in
hunting and furtaking licenses, further providing for license requirements; and, in
special licenses and permits, further providing for regulated hunting grounds
permits.

Sen. Devlin J. Robinson (R)

2025-11-10 H - Meeting Scheduled - 11/18/2025, 9:00 AM - Voting Meeting (House
Game and Fisheries), - Voting Meeting, 2025-11-18 H - Voted Favorably From
Committee - House Game and Fisheries, 2025-11-18 H - Reported as committed -
House Game and Fisheries, 2025-11-18 H - First consideration , 2025-11-18 H -
Laid on the table

SB64

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, in military leave of absence, further providing for military family relief
assistance; in veteran-owned small businesses, providing for veteran-owned
business logotype; and imposing a penalty.

Sen. Camera Bartolotta (R)

2025-09-09 S - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-09-10 H - Referred to -
House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness

SB1036

An Act amending Title 73 (Townships) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes,
consolidating the First Class Township Code; and making a repeal.

Sen. Dawn W. Keefer (R)

2025-10-03 S - Introduced , 2025-10-03 S - Referred to - Senate Local Government,
2025-10-07 S - Voted Favorably From Committee - Senate Local Government, 2025-
10-07 S - Reported as committed - Senate Local Government, 2025-10-07 S - First
consideration , 2025-10-08 S - Second consideration , 2025-10-08 S - Re-referred to
Senate Appropriations, 2025-10-28 S - Voted Favorably From Committee - Senate
Appropriations, 2025-10-28 S - Re-reported as committed - Senate Appropriations

HB706

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in firearms and other dangerous articles, further providing
for licenses.

Rep. David H. Zimmerman (R)

2025-09-29 H - Placed on HVS, 2025-09-29 H - Second consideration, 2025-09-29
H - Re-committed to - House Appropriations
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SB144 An Act providing compensation to persons in active service in connection with the [Sen. Doug Mastriano (R) 2025-01-29 S - Second consideration , 2025-01-29 S - Re-referred to - Senate
Global War on Terrorism or their beneficiaries; authorizing the incurring of Appropriations

indebtedness and the issue and sale of bonds by the Commonwealth for the
payment of compensation contingent upon electorate approval; establishing the
Global War on Terrorism Veterans' Compensation Bond Fund and the Global War
on Terrorism Veterans' Compensation Bond Sinking Fund; imposing a penalty;
making appropriations; and making a repeal.

SB436 An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated |Sen. Tracy Pennycuick (R) 2025-06-23 S - Second consideration , 2025-06-23 S - Re-referred to - Senate
Statutes, in child protective services, further providing for definitions, for Appropriations

reporting procedure, for disposition of complaints received, for responsibility for
investigation, for access to information in Statewide database, for information in
Statewide database and for release of information in confidential reports.

SB534 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Sen. Judy Ward (R) 2025-05-06 S - Second consideration , 2025-05-06 S - Re-referred to - Senate
Statutes, in veterans' pensions and benefits, further providing for blind veteran's Appropriations
pension and for amputee and paralyzed veteran's pension.

HB1126 An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax Reform [Rep. Nancy Guenst (D) 2025-04-08 H - First consideration

Code of 1971, in personal income tax, further providing for classes of income; in
corporate net income tax, further providing for definitions; and providing for
personal health investment tax credit.

HB1257 A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Rep. Tarah Probst (D) 2025-06-16 H - Reported as amended - House Veterans Affairs and Emergency
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, further providing for exemptions and special Preparedness, 2025-06-16 H - First consideration, 2025-06-16 H - Re-committed
provisions. to - House Rules, 2025-12-15 H - Placed on HVS

HB1269 An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Rep. Shelby Labs (R) 2025-05-07 H - First consideration, 2025-11-17 H - Press Conference Held - Brain
Administrative Code of 1929, in administrative organization, further providing for Injury Awareness Day PC

advisory boards and commissions; and, in powers and duties of the Department
of Health and its departmental administrative and advisory boards, establishing
the Brain Injury Advisory Board.
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HB1342 An Act amending the act of June 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the Rep. Mike Armanini (R) 2025-06-26 H - Voted Favorably From Committee as Amended - House Veterans
Conservation and Natural Resources Act, in Department of Conservation and Affairs and Emergency Preparedness - House Veterans Affairs and Emergency
Natural Resources, further providing for fees and charges. Preparedness , 2025-06-26 H - Reported as amended - House Veterans Affairs and

Emergency Preparedness - House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness
, 2025-06-26 H - First consideration, 2025-06-26 H - Re-committed to - House
Rules - House Rules

HB1738 An Act amending Titles 8 (Boroughs and Incorporated Towns) and 11 (Cities) of |Rep. Robert Freeman (D) 2025-10-29 H - Voted Favorably From Committee as Amended - House Local
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in corporate power relating to boroughs, Government, 2025-10-29 H - Reported as amended - House Local Government,
further providing for specific powers; in veterans' affairs relating to boroughs, 2025-10-29 H - First consideration , 2025-10-29 H - Laid on the table
further providing for care and erection of memorials; in corporate powers relating
to third class cities, providing for control, maintenance and repair of memorials;
and, in veterans' affairs relating to third class cities, further providing for care of
memorials.

HB200 An Act establishing the Family and Medical Leave Program, the Family and Rep. Dan L. Miller (D) 2025-03-18 H - Voted Favorably From Committee - House Labor and Industry -
Medical Leave Fund and the Family and Medical Leave Advisory Board; conferring House Labor and Industry, 2025-03-18 H - Reported as committed - House Labor
powers and imposing duties on the Department of Labor and Industry; and and Industry - House Labor and Industry, 2025-03-18 H - First consideration, March
imposing penalties. 18, 2025, 2025-06-11 H - Removed from table , 2025-06-16 H - Placed on HVS,

2025-11-17 H - Laid on the table (Pursuant to House Rule 71)

HB412 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Joe Hamm (R) 2025-02-04 H - First consideration
Statutes, in Pennsylvania National Guard, further providing for association group
life insurance for Pennsylvania National Guard.

HB427 An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Rep. Craig T. Staats (R) 2025-02-04 H - First consideration
Statutes, in Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, providing for burial
benefits.

HB430 An Act imposing the duty on Department of Environmental Protection to prohibit [Rep. Zachary Mako (R) 2025-03-17 H - First consideration , 2025-04-09 H - Removed from table , 2025-04-
the construction or installation of wind turbines that negatively affect military 22 H - Placed on HVS, 2025-06-04 H - Laid on the table (Pursuant to House Rule
installations. 71), 2025-11-17 H - Laid on the table (Pursuant to House Rule 71

As of 24 NOV 2025

> community > commonwealth > country

Signed by
Gov
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Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio

Appropriation 3" 2" Chamber 1% 2" 2"Y Chamber 3" Presented to
Consideratio| Committee |Consideratio|Consideratio|Appropriation [Consideratio| the Gov
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

HB862 An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the approval of the [Rep. Clint Owlett (R) 2025-05-13 H - First consideration
Governor and the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, to convey to Tioga
County a tract of land, and to accept a tract of land from Tioga County, both
tracts being located in Charleston Township, Tioga County.

HB458 An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania [Rep. Carol Hill-Evans (D) 2025-11-06 H - Meeting Scheduled - 11/12/2025, 1:00 PM - Voting Meeting (House
Consolidated Statutes, in post-trial matters, further providing for eligibility for Judiciary), 2025-11-12 H - Voted Favorably From Committee - House Judiciary,
relief, providing for postconviction review for veterans with service-connected 2025-11-17 H - Reported as committed - House Judiciary, 2025-11-17 H - First
mental health disability and further providing for jurisdiction and proceedings; consideration , 2025-11-17 H - Laid on the table , 2025-11-17 H - Press Conference
and, in sentencing, further providing for sentencing procedure for murder of the Held - Brain Injury Awareness Day PC, 2025-11-19 H - Placed on HVS , 2025-11-19
first degree. H - Removed from table

HB575 An Act amending Titles 51 (Military Affairs) and 53 (Municipalities Generally) of |Rep. Jacob D. Banta (R) 2025-03-17 H - Reported with request to re-refer to the House Veterans Affairs and
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in professional and occupational Emergency Preparedness Committee - House Education - House Education, 2025-
licenses, further providing for definitions and providing for policy for the award of 03-17 H - Re-referred to - House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness -
academic credit for military training; and making editorial changes. House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness, 2025-03-17 H - Corrective

Reprint, Printer's No. 959, March 17, 2025

HB886 An Act amending Title 61 (Prisons and Parole) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated [Rep. Joe Webster (D) 2025-11-06 H - Meeting Scheduled - 11/12/2025, 1:00 PM - Voting Meeting (House
Statutes, in general administration relating to correctional institutions, providing Judiciary), 2025-11-12 H - Voted Favorably From Committee - House Judiciary,
for prerelease briefings on veterans benefits. 2025-11-17 H - Reported as committed - House Judiciary, 2025-11-17 H - First

consideration, 2025-11-17 H - Laid on the table

SB1020 An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in  [Sen. Chris Gebhard (R) 2025-11-17 S - Voted Favorably From Committee - Senate Appropriations, 2025-11-
hunting and furtaking licenses, further providing for resident license and fee 17 S - Re-reported as committed - Senate Appropriations, 2025-11-18 S - Laid out
exemptions. for discussion , 2025-11-18 S - Third consideration and final passage , 2025-11-19

H - Referred to - House Game and Fisheries - House Game and Fisheries

As of 24 NOV 2025 > community > commonwealth > country

Signed by
Gov
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2025-2026 Session

General Assembly

Senate: Dec 8, 9, 10 Senate Session - PA State Senate

House: Dec 15 (NV), 16, 17 House Session - PA House of Representatives
NOT a “sine die” year, legislation introduced in 2025 will carry over to 2026

2026 Pennsylvania Elections: Upcoming Elections

May 19, 2026 Primary Election
Last day to register to vote: May 4, 2026
Last day to request a mail-in or absentee ballot: May 12, 2026

Nov 3, 2026 General Election
Last day to register to vote: Oct 19, 2026
Last day to request a mail-in or absentee ballot: Oct 27, 2026

General Assembly Legislative Website: Bills & Resolutions - The Official Website of the Pennsylvania General Assembly

As of 24 NOV 2025 > community > commonwealth > country



https://www.palegis.us/senate/session?days
https://www.palegis.us/senate/session?days
https://www.palegis.us/senate/session?days
https://www.palegis.us/house/session?days
https://www.palegis.us/house/session?days
https://www.palegis.us/house/session?days
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/vote/elections/upcoming-elections.html
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills

Survey Upelate

SVH Survey Table as of November 21, 2025

SVH llegulatory Agency

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing
DOH Life Safety

DVVH

VA

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing
(c\\Ye
DOH Life Safety

VA

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing
DOH Nursing

DOH Life Safety
HVH
DHS
DHS

VA

l Survey Reason/Type

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated - Incident

Abbreviated - Complaint
Abbreviated - Complaint
Abbreviated - Complaint

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated - Complaint

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated - Complaint
Abbreviated - Complaint

Annual Recertification
Annual Recertification
Abbreviated - Incident

Annual Recertification

Survey
Date(s)

07/21/25 -
07/24/25

10/21/25

09/10/25
08/21/25
05/07/25
07/22/25

12/17/24 -
12/20/24

06/03/25 -
06/06/25

05/13/25
06/10/25

07/15/25 -
07/18/25

06/09/25 -
06/12/25

09/16/25
08/05/25
06/18/25

01/29/25 -
01/30/25

05/29/25

07/14/25 -
07/18/25

lStatus/comments

Cleared

POC accepted, date
certain 11/24

Cleared
Cleared
Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared
Cleared

Cleared
Cleared
Cleared

Cleared

Pennsylvania
Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

SVH Survey Table as of November 21, 2025

Regulatory

l SVH | Agency

DOH Nursing

DOH Life Safety

PSSH
DHS
DHS

VA
DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing
DOH Nursing
SEVC DOH Nursing
DOH Life Safety
DHS
DHS

VA

DOH Nursing

DOH Nursing
SWVC DOH Nursing
DOH Life Safety

VA

hurvey Reason/Type

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated -
Complaint

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated - Incident

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated -
Complaint

Abbreviated - Incident

Abbreviated -
Complaint

Annual Recertification
Annual Recertification

Abbreviated - Incident

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Abbreviated - Incident

Abbreviated -
Complaint

Annual Recertification

Annual Recertification

Survey
Date(s)
03/04/2-
03/07/25

11/14/25
03/11/25
02/06/25
04/10/25

05/06/2-
05/09/25

10/07/25
07/01/25
03/20/25

05/20/25
11/13/24
01/03/25

07/14/25
07/18/25

04/21/25
04/25/25

09/24/25
07/01/25

04/28/25

06/10/25
06/13/25

' Status/comments

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared

Cleared
Cleared
Cleared

Cleared
Cleared

Cleared

CAP accepted, date
certain 12/19

Cleared
Cleared
Cleared
Cleared

Cleared
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COVID vaccines residents only: 440

*COVID: 2 Resident at HVH

9 D-19 R Data
g 0 0 pwH { Gmvc HVH PSSH SEVC SWVC TOTAL
O O O O 0 O 2 0 0 0 2
0 of COVID 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
° : .' '. ° - ) OViD 15 119 38 108 46 114 440
° Jerorsra W i Ve 0 1 3 2 2 32 40
0 0 d 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
° ° - ° - 142 158 189 134 172 142 937
0 0 0 65 92 77 39 60 69 402
0 ber o d 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
° o T 120 ; 3 7 6 1 7 0 24
R o pdated: No ber 20, 2( Resident Status: November 21, 2025
pvwvH { GmvC HvH { pssH € sevc ¢ swvc Veteran | COVID . | Influenza
Overa 5 5 4 5 4 | 3 Home ISO Quarantine ISO R
3 pectio 3 4 4 3 DVVH
Qua easure 5 5 5 4 4 GMVC
: 5 5 5 5 5 5 HVH
Overall —
i ) ° Unchange [ Unchange 4to05 Quality | Unchange
October/t d a  |Unehanged )y | 304 d SEVC
3to4 SWVC

*RSV: None

*Influenza:

None
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BUREAU OF VETERANS HOME \g

e Guidance is in accordance with the CDC and the PA Department of Health.

* Long-term care residents remain a high-priority group for vaccination due to age,
comorbidities, and congregate living.

* Authorized 2025-26 Covid Vaccines in Pennsylvania and available in the SVHs:

Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty MmRNA Ages 65+ and 12—-64 with >1
high-risk condition

Moderna mRNA Ages 65+ and 12—-64 with >1
MNEXSPIKE high-risk condition

Novavax Nuvaxovid Protein-based Ages 65+ and 12—-64 with >1
high-risk condition



Pennsylvania

PA VETConnect Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

We build relationships that amplify service to the SMVF community

* Region 1 —VSS Evans assisted an Elk county veteran who lost his home in a recent fire. She assisted him with applying for the American Legion
Homeless Veteran Grant Program and the veteran was granted a large sum of money to help rebuild.

* Region 2 — RPOC has once again been asked to participate in VA Pittsburgh's Mental Health Summit Planning Committee for the third year in a
row. The event will take place in spring 2026.

* Region 3 — RPOC spoke during the opening remarks at the Statewide Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Conference in State College. The event was a
great opportunity to network with county CITs and introduce them to PA VETConnect to build relationships, learn about resources, and provide
them additional training on systems serving veterans.

* Region 4 — The regional team organized and provided an educational outreach at Marywood University to present VA and state benefits to their
veteran and service member staff and student populations.

* Region 5 — During the YWCA Stand Down, RPOC was approached to discuss a female veteran that had arrived at the shelter two days prior. She
was having a difficult time finding housing; she is ineligible for any VA housing grants due to no active-duty time. RPOC was able to connect her

with Veterans Outreach of PA (the tiny homes) and they are currently working on housing her there
PA VETConnect Regions New York

Successes il

* > 33,000 Connections since program inception

 The VETConnect team presented at four "Be Utility
Wise" events hosted by the PA Public Utility

Ohio

Commission t T
H . Washingon < Region 2 »{n:mnt,
* PAVETConnect is now powered by PA Navigate — | = et fcﬁ
. . b utheast ~~
Connecting Veterans with resources and support \ r” PO \,5 St
* s O 3 222 |8 A

> community > commonwealth | > country
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Reintegration and Outreach Events Overview %

Outreach Statistics
SFY 23-[SFY 24-| 1st 4th Year to

24 25 Qtr 2nd Qtr|3rd Qtr Qtr Date
Outreach Events Supported 373 | 432 | 125 100 225
Veteran Interactions 6,375 6,637 |3,143| 1,629 4,772
Women Veterans Interactions N/A | 662 | 337 191 528
Family Members or Caregivers N/A | 1,624 | 883 376 1,259
Referrals to VA County Directors and Service Organizations 1,352 (2,218 |1,197| 545 1,742
Referrals to other state, county and local organizations assisting 1753| 1,734 |1,078| 682 1,760
Veterans
Referrals to VA Healthcare 995 | 1,148 | 549 312 861
Number of Veterans Registry Cards distributed / enrolled 1,019(1,873 | 904 | 424 1,328
County Directors Office attended events 162 210 69 44 113
Legislative attended events 150 185 68 39 107

As of 20 NOV 2025 > community > commonwealth> country



Amputee & Paralyzed Veteran’s Pension g

SFY25/26 Budget: $4,575,000
Expended 51,866,350 .........ccceevveuvervenennes

Projected $2,708,650 ......cccecevevrverrernnene.

LapSed SO ..ot e

At 1/2 thru SFY, 40.8% of budget expended

Beneficiaries

2324 2476 2528

2067 2142 2231

SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23  SFY24  SFY25
As of 24 Nov 2025

Pennsylvania
Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

Budget Execution

..
80%
60%
40%
) 20%

0%
SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23 SFY24 SFY25

Notes: 2,528 Veterans currently on pension.

Five-year trend shows an 18% beneficiary
increase largely attributable to positive external
factors such as the federal PACT Act of 2022.

Expect continuing moderate upward trend.

> community > commonwealth | > country
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Blind Veteran’s Pension g

SFY25/26 Budget: $222,000 Budget Execution

Expended $72,000

80%
Projected $150,000 .........cccoevrvvevvervenennes

60%
LAapSed SO ...ooveeeeieeeceeee e 40%
At 1/2 thru SFY, 32.4% of budget expended. 20%

Beneficiaries SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23 SFY24 SFY25

Notes: 99 Veterans currently on pension.

Five-year trend shows a steady average of
93 100 pensioners. This beneficiary population is

o not significantly affected by external factors.
97

96
95

Expect steady beneficiary population.

SFY20  SFY21  SFY22  SFY23  SFY24  SFY25

As of 24 Nov 2025 > community > commonwealth
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Educational Gratuity g

SFY25/26 Budget: $350,000 Budget Execution

Expended $184,000

80%
Projected $166,000 .........cccecvvuvevvevenennes

60%
LAapSed SO ...ooveeeeieeeceeee e 40%
At 1/2 thru SFY, 52.5% of budget expended. 20%

Beneficiaries SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23 SFY24 SFY25

Notes: 368 gratuities paid SFY to date.

Five-year trend shows 150% beneficiary
increase since SFY20 attributable to external
factors such as the Federal PACT Act of 2022,
Act 27 of 2024, and children of early GWOT
veterans aging into higher education/training.

Expect continuing upward trend.

SFY20  SFY21  SFY22  SFY23  SFY24  SFY25

As of 24 Nov 2025 > community > commonwealth
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Veterans’ Temporary Assistance g

SFY25/26 VTF Allowance: $900,000 Budget Execution
Expended $278,739
80%
Projected $621,261 ......cccovvevvvvveveerenennes
60%
LAaPSEA SO ..veveveeeieeeeeeeece e 40%
At 1/2 thru SFY, 31% of budget expended. 20%

Beneficiaries SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23 SFY24 SFY25

Notes: 194 grants SFY to date.

Five-year trend shows an average of 436 VTA
grants per year.

Grants trending downward compared to same
time last fiscal year.

SFY20  SFY21  SFY22  SFY23  SFY24  SFY25

As of 24 Nov 2025 > community > commonwealth
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Military Family Relief Assistance g

Personal Income Tax Donations, SFY25 .......

Private/Cash/Other Donations, SFY25 .........

Total Donations SFY05-25 ................... $2,252,370

$1,530.38

Total Grants SFY05-25 ......cccoeeevveneeennnn. $1,120,047
MFRA Fund Balance: $1,130,523

$70,000 Total Grants

$60,000

Notes: $18,000 in grants SFY to date.
$50,000
Overall, the current grant trend is low

$68,668 compared to earlier years with higher active-
230,000 $56,080 $55,177 duty mobilization rates. Expect grant totals to
$20,000 continue trending at $50-S75K.

$40,000

$10,000 “¢14,000 $17,000 518,000 Expect total grants to remain in line with

$0 recent trends.
SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23 SFY24  SFY25

As of 24 Nov 2025 > community > commonwealth
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Disabled Vets’ Real Estate Tax Exemption g

711 Approved (79.6%)

46 Denied: Financial Need .......cooveveveveeeeeieiieeeeieeeeeeeenn

23 Denied: Eligibility .....cccoeveverinieinisesieeeeeens

1,211 Total Adjudications

83 Removed: Change of Eligibility/Need ..................... 15 Oct — 24 Nov 2025

33 Removed: No Response to 5-Year Review ..............

Beneficiaries

Notes: 25,095 Veterans and surviving spouses
currently receive est. $85.9M in exemptions.

60% beneficiary increase over the last 5 years
attributable to Federal PACT Act of 2022 and
Act 27 of 2024 effects on eligibility and need.

Currently adding approx. 1,000 beneficiaries
per quarter. Expect this trend to continue.

> country

SFY20  SFY21  SFY22  SFY23  SFY24  SFY25

As of 24 Nov 2025 > community > commonwealth
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VISN 4 Access — Fiscal Year 2026 Wait Times @

Clinics Nun.1ber of Average Wait
FY26 thru Nov. 13 Appointments
Mental Health 50,042 5.0
Primary Care 66,319 3.4
Specialty Care 132,486 10.3
Other 107,706 6.2
ALL 356,553 7.0

FY26 data updated 11/14/2025 with appointment info as of 11/13/2025.

December 2025 Update > community > commonwealth > country
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VISN 4 Access — Current Average Wait Times @

VISN 4 Facilit
Y New Patients Returning Patients

James E. Van Zandt VAMC 19 1
Abie Abraham HCC 14 2
Coatesville VAMC 13 4
Erie VAMC 19 4
Lebanon VAMC 14 4
Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VAMC 24 5
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (University Drive) 48 5
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (H.J. Heinz) 28 8
Wilkes-Barre VAMC 12 2
Wilmington VAMC 18 5
Data updated 11/14/2025 with wait times as of 11/14/2025 for the last 30 days. www.accesstocare .va.gov

December 2025 Update > community > commonwealth > country
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VISN 4 Access — Current Average Wait Times @
A

Improvements to the Access to Care website

Average wait times for all VHA medical centers and clinics are now calculated to include
additional steps in the appointment process that had not been captured in the past.

* For new patient appointments, average wait time is calculated from the earliest time a
request for care is consistently recorded in the scheduling system to the date the
appointment is completed - or the date it is scheduled to occur if not yet completed.

» Forestablished patient appointments, average wait times are measured from the date
agreed upon between a Veteran and provider for future care and ends on the date care is
received, or the date that care is scheduled to occur if it has not yet occurred.

The upgraded calculation makes the website more reflective of the complete process of
requesting and receiving care. Averages are representative of general performance and may not
represent individual experience. Average wait times are never used to determine eligibility for
community care.

Data updated 11/14/2025 with wait times as of 11/14/2025 for the last 30 days. www.accesstocare .va.gov

December 2025 Update > community > commonwealth > country
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VISN 4 Care in the Community @

Care in the Community Consults Non-VA Unique
(Scheduled and Completed) E

FY23 190,809 99,167
FY24 211,722 103,826
FY25 226,645 107,567
FY26 (as of 11/14/25) 28,604 32,769

*Number of unique enrolled Veterans who receive community care at VA expense

FY26 data updated 11/14/2025 with consult info as of 11/14/2025.

December 2025 Update > community > commonwealth > country
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CMS Star Ratings —July 2025 @

Hospital
o1 . Overall Star
Facility Name Peer Grouping ) Summary
Rating Score

James E. Van Zandt VAMC 4 * % Kk Kk 0.76
Lebanon VAMC 4 * % Kk k k 1.34
Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VAMC 5 * % Kk kK 0.88
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (University Drive) 5 * % * 0.07
Wilkes-Barre VAMC 5 * %k k Kk k 0.57
Wilmington VAMC 4 * % Kk Kk 0.60

* The CMS Star ratings, available publicly, show 83% of applicable VISN 4 facilities
performing at 4 or 5 stars (5 stars being the highest rating).

* Philadelphia and Wilkes-Barre increased from 4 to 5 stars
* Altoona increased from 3 to 4 stars
* Six facilities are included in star ratings due to number of patient discharges.

e CMS Star ratings update annually.

December 2025 Update > community > commonwealth > country
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FY25 Q3 Rank VISN 4 FY25 Q3 Metric
vs.
EPRP-SEP90
FY25 Q2 Rank EPRP-GM90_1 2 Hospital Flow
18 Total VISNs HALCLAB PC Care Coordination

ACSC Q/E ¢ PC Provider Rating

15
<
l Rank ImprOVGd =13 HAI-CDI @ PC Same Day Appt (Days Waited)
10
— HCAHPS Hospital Rating PC Survey Access
I Rank Worse =5
5

HAI - WAC Plus eQM-FLUS0 ec
- No Change =8 RUen
HWR (CMS 18+) ¢€ SC Survey Access
&
e 2
SMR30 ED Flow
Main Measures in the
1st Quintile HAI-MRSA MH Domain
PSI90 PC Stress Discussed
eQM-DMG91_ec SC Provider
OMELOS SC Care Coord
HAI-CAUTI

Main Measures in the
5th Quintile

nd
1=t quintile qu?ntile 3" quintile EESGTEE SRE T

December 2025 Update > community > commonwealth > country
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06 FEBRUARY 2025 at 10:00AM
LICKDALE OUTREACH CENTER
40 FISHER AVENUE
JONESTOWN, PA 17038

FOR SVC INFO VISIT: www.dmva.pa.gov/veterans/commissionsandcouncils



http://www.dmva.pa.gov/veterans/commissionsand

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Health Administration
VA Healthcare-VISN 4

VISN 4 Update
December 5, 2025

Leadership Update

Robert Kling, Associate Director at VA Pittsburgh, is currently serving as the Interim
VISN 4 Deputy Network Director.

Ashley Klick continues to serve as the Acting Chief Nursing Officer for VISN 4 while
Denise Boehm is detailed to the Network Director position.

Prachi Asher, the VA Pittsburgh Deputy Director is currently serving as their Acting
Director.

Patrick Strollo, MD, Associate Chief of Staff of Medicine Service at the VA Pittsburgh is
currently service as their Acting Chief of Staff.

Jeston Robinson, Assistant Director at the VA Pittsburgh is currently serving as their
Acting Associate Director.

Kim Butler, the Associate Director at the Wilmington VA is currently serving as their
Interim Director.

Kathryn Barley, the Assistant Director at Lebanon VA is currenting serving as Associate
Director.

Mark (Andy) Andrew is Acting Assistant Director in Lebanon.
Wendy Reismiller is Acting ADPCS in Lebanon.
Dorene Sommers is Acting ADPCS in Erie

Jake Spruance, VISN Capital Asset Manager is currently serving as the Acting Associate
Director at the Wilmington VA.

Lisa Harris, Executive Assist to the Director at the Philadelphia VA is currently serving as
their Acting Associate Director.

LuAnn King is currently serving as their Acting Associate Director at Erie.

Ashley Keller, is currently serving as the Acting Associate Director at the Altoona VA.



Thomas Bennett, the Chief of Police at the Butler VA, is currently serving as the Acting
Chief VISN 4 Security Officer.

Nicole Lynn, VISN 4 Deputy Business Implementation Manager is currenting serving as
the VISN Business Implementation Manager.

Transportation Update

The Veteran Transportation Service (VTS) at each VAMC in VISN 4 has completed their
quality assurance rounds of entering DAV/Donated Vehicles and DAV/Volunteer drivers
into the VA-approved VetRide software system. We are now sharing data and
information with our state transportation partners. Ms. Jennifer Stevey, VISN 4
Transportation Manager, is meeting regularly with our State Veterans Commission
Transportation group to discuss the transportation program and any challenges that
may arise.

PACT Act Update
I would like to provide an update on the PACT Act and our VISN 4 outreach efforts.

Our staff continue to create innovative outreach strategies to engage Veterans with
military environmental exposures, and during the past year we participated in more
than 500 outreach events. In fiscal year 2025, VISN 4 staff screened more than 39,000
Veterans for toxic exposures. Since the inception of the PACT Act in August 2022, VISN
4 has screened approximately 290,00 Veterans for toxic exposures.

Each site has been hosting in-person events and virtual events, including the larger
Summer Vet Fest events. These events also provide toxic exposure screening
opportunities and claims clinics for those who would like to file a claim for service-
connected disability rating.

Connected Care Update

The Connected Care program in VISN 4 continues to play a vital role in advancing VA’s
mission to connect Veterans with timely, high-quality care. In fiscal year 2025, 49% of
Veterans in our network participated in at least one telehealth visit—enabling care from
the comfort of home, reducing travel burdens, and helping Veterans avoid inclement
weather.

Additionally, 58% of our Veterans have upgraded to premium My HealtheVet accounts, resulting
in over 758,000 secure messages exchanged with providers and care teams—often eliminating
the need for in-person appointments. Veterans also completed nearly 1,100 “My VA Images”
visits, securely sending photos or videos to their providers to support clinical decision-making.
These tools are part of VA’s broader commitment to delivering the right care, at the right time, in
the right place.



Patient Experience Update — Trust

I am proud to report that VISN 4 continues to have the highest Trust Score across the
enterprise at 95.5%. VISN 4 has the highest number compliments nationally at 80.3%
and the lowest number of concerns at 10.3%. The top 5 compliments on the most
recent survey are interactions with staff, satisfaction with specialty care, quality of care,
cleanliness of facility and courtesy of healthcare providers.

HRO Highlight: Coatesville VAMC

Kevin Norman, Medical Support Assistant, assisted an elderly wheelchair bound
Audiology Veteran with a car service. The veteran was alone without a cellphone.

The Veteran’s appointment ended about 2:30. Kevin and the Veteran were talking for
about 40 mins after the appointment. Kevin asked the Veteran about his ride. Kevin
called the car service for the Veteran to inquire about the status of the ride. They
informed Kevin that the ride had been cancelled, not once, but twice. The driver was
unable to locate the Veteran. At 4:30pm, the Program Manager saw Kevin outside of
the building still waiting with the Veteran.

Kevin advocated and spoke up for the Veteran. He did not leave the Veteran alone.
Kevin called the car service multiple times until the issue was resolved. Kevin’s due
diligence resulted in the Veteran receiving a free transport for the inconvenience. Kevin
then assisted the Veteran into the car about 4:45pm.

This safety story is true example of the HRO Values, Duty to Speak Up and It's About
the Veteran.

Flu Shot Campaign

VA Health and Wellness Clinics continue to sponsor the Flu Shot Campaign — the flu
vaccine is given at many VA facilities, as well as community clinics and pharmacies. Flu
Shots are now currently available throughout VISN 4. A link where eligible Veterans can
receive their flu shots is included in the read ahead material.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prevention.va.gov%2Fflu%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf3d8a5cdee2a49ccb12808dbe08cf781%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638350668267777599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uge3qxKM1ZbuS7Qk8cd6ONy1zu4ThM17BgbL%2Bcpf8qw%3D&reserved=0
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Summary of Current Applications (Exempt)

Count No Activity Review Process
Started
25,095 24,531 537

Review App
Received

27

New Apps Pending

140

Summary of Activity from 10/15/2025 to 11/24/2025

Apps Created: 740
New 541

Review 199

Apps Approved: 711
New 508

Review 203

Apps Denied (Fin Need) 46
Apps Denied (Ineligible) 23

Apps Removed 83
(Eligibility Changed)
Apps Removed 33

(No Response to Review)

Summary of Ineligible Reasons

Reason
Property was sold.

during their lifetime.

an estate by the entirety.

total or 100% permanent disability.

The SVC has determined that the veteran did not have a total and/or 100% permanent disability
The property for which exemption is claimed is not owned solely by you, jointly with a spouse, or as

The SVC has determined that the veteran did not serve during a period of war or armed conflict.
The veteran's disability has not been declared by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to be a

Count

11




pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

TO The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and Pennsylvania State
Veterans Commission Members

FROM Nicholas M. Taylor
Chairman, Pennsylvania State Veterans Commission

DATE October 23, 2025

RE Commission Meeting Dates for Calendar Year 2026

1. At the request of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA),
and to synchronize the calendars of the Commissioners, the following State
Veterans Commission meeting dates are established for Calendar Year 2026:

Friday, February 6, 2026

Friday, April 10, 2026 (one week later due to Easter / Passover)

Friday, June 5, 2026

Friday, September 11, 2026 (one week later due to the Labor Day weekend)
Friday, October 2, 2026

Friday, December 4, 2026

2. All meetings will begin at 1000 hours on the specified dates. Meeting location
is the Lickdale Veterans Outreach Center, 40 Fisher Avenue, Jonestown, PA
17038.

3. Commission activities including committee meetings, requests for legislative
input, and other similar business matters during non-meeting months, may
periodically occur. Changes to dates, times, or location, if applicable, will be
published and disseminated in advance of that change.

4. Questions or comments may be directed to the undersigned at CELL:
(610) 331-6383 or Email: TAYL7900@outlook.com.

WA

NICHOLAS M. TAYLOR
Lieutenant Cqlé S Army (Ret.)
Chairman, p& Fia State Veterans’ Commission

State Veterans Commission - DMVA
Bldg. 0-47 Fort Indiantown Gap | Annville, PA 17003 | 717.861.8910 | F 717.861.9084 | www.svc.pa.gov



pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

TO Pennsylvania State Veterans Commission Members

FROM Nicholas M. Taylor
Chairman, Pennsylvania State Veterans Commission

DATE October 23, 2025

RE Memorandum of Appreciation

Dear Fellow Commissioners:

This memorandum expresses my sincere gratitude to each of you for the trust and
confidence you have shown by re-electing me as Chairman of the State Veterans
Commission. It is truly an honor to continue serving alongside such a dedicated
group of commissioners who share a steadfast commitment to advancing the
welfare of our Commonwealth’'s Veterans and their families.

Over the past year, we have accomplished much together, and | am both proud of
our collective efforts and inspired by the professionalism, integrity, and passion
that each commissioner brings to the table. As we move forward, | remain
committed to fostering collaboration, transparency, and continued progress in
fulfilling our mission advising and assisting the Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs (DMVA).

| send a hearty SHOUT OUT to my now former Vice Chairwoman Constance
Snavely for her over two years of fantastic and truly honorable service to this
commission and our Veterans. You made a difference, Con, and | will be
submitting a recommendation for a more formal recognition of your achievements!

In the same breath, | extend a warm welcome to the newly elected Vice Chairman
Michael Brooker. Michael, | look forward to us working together with the
commissioners to provide the best advice that we can to DMVA.

Thank you again ladies and gentlemen for your support and confidence. | look
forward to another productive term as we work together ensuring every
Pennsylvania Veteran receives the care, recognition, and opportunities they
richly deserve.

L\

NICHOLAS M. TAY
Lieutenant Colon/gl: USVArmy (Ret.)
Chairman, PenaSylvania\State Veterans Commission

State Veterans Commission - DMVA
Bldg. 0-47 Fort Indiantown Gap | Annville, PA 17003 | 717.861.8910 | F 717.861.9084 | www.svc.pa.gov
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