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SPECIAL EDITION 
Fuel Type and Advanced Vehicle Type System Changes for MVDLS and CARATS 

On July 31, 2022, an upgrade will be made to MVDLS and CARATS concerning all fuel types. The upgrade will 
add fuel types to the systems along with the addition of the Advanced Vehicle Type (AVT) field. This upgrade is 
being made so our system will be properly mapped for fuel type VIN decode files received from VINtelligence 
(POLK).   

As a result of the VINA upgrade, changes will be made to include the upgraded fuel type and the AVT fields. 
Moving forward, the fuel type and AVT fields will automatically generate with information received from POLK 
and cannot be changed. The exception will be vehicles manufactured prior to 1975, which will not be validated 
with POLK. On those records, the fuel type will need to be manually entered/changed. 

The changes will affect those vehicles that have the following advanced fuel types: 

• EV (Electric Vehicle) 
• PHEV (Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicle) 
• HEV (Hybrid Electric Vehicle) 
• FCEV (Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles)  

 

A limited amount of vehicle records corrections will be conducted beginning with electric vehicles. Most vehicle 
records will have their fuel type and AVT updated, if applicable, with the next new titling transaction. Titles will be 
upgraded to print the new AVT code on the Pennsylvania Certificates of Title and registration cards printed in 
emission counties for electric vehicles will indicate the vehicle is exempt from emission testing requirements. 
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