Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Department of Labor & Industry

Advisory Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

June 5, 2026
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Hybrid — PaTTAN and Zoom Meeting

Purpose of Council

Mission: To make recommendations and advocate to improve public and
private services and obtain equal access for deaf and hard of hearing
individuals in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Vision: The Advisory Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing will set a
standard of excellence in all we do and foster a climate of continuous
improvement so we can accomplish the most for deaf and hard of hearing
people in Pennsylvania. We will focus on our role as a goal-driven
organization, working in parallel with public and private entities and our
state legislature to ensure that the highest quality service is provided to deaf
and hard of hearing people.

Agenda
I. Welcome
Gerald Penna, Chairperson
9:30 - 9:35 a.m.
II. Roll Call

9:35-9:40 a.m.

Council Members Role

Gerald Penna Chair,
Public Member

Christina Derhammer Vice Chair,
Public Member

Lea Sheffield Secretary,
PA Department of Human Services Designee

Jennifer Bixler PA Department of Health Designee

Katharine Paisley Governor’s Designee

Janette Fulton PA Department of Education Designee

Russ Goddard PA Department of Labor and Industry
Designee
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Council Members Role
Danielle Gregor Public Member
Rep. Joseph Hohenstein | PA House of Representatives Designee
Amy Letteri Public Member
Rebecca Lorah PA Department of Aging Designee
Larry McNulty, Jr Public Member
Deborah Shostak Public Member
Alexander Van Hook Public Member
Theodore Shomsky Public Member
PA State Senate, vacant position

III. Review and Approval of Agenda
9:40 - 9:45 a.m.

IV. Review and Approval of Minutes from March 13, 2026
9:45 - 9:50 a.m.

V. Department Reports
9:50 - 10:30 a.m.

a. Governor'’s Office

PA House of Representatives

PA Department of Aging

PA Department of Education

PA Department of Health

PA Department of Human Services

@ ™0 a0 o

PA Department of Labor and Industry

VI. Break
10:30 - 10:40 a.m.

VII. Public Member Reports
10:40 - 10:55 a.m.

VIII. Public Comment Period
On Reports (3 minutes each person)
10:55-11:05 a.m.

IX. Chair Nominations and Vote
11:05 - 11:15 a.m.

X. Tabled motion for a working subcommittee
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XI.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

XV.

XVI.

XVII.

XVIII.

XIX.

11:15-11:30 a.m.

License Identification
11:30 a.m. - noon

Lunch
noon - 12:45 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness
12:45 -1 p.m.

Council Goals
1-1:45p.m.

Break
1:45 -2 p.m.

Bylaws Committee Report
Russ Goddard, Chair of Bylaws Committee
2-2:30 p.m.

Membership Committee Report
Lea Sheffield, Chair of Membership Committee
2:30 - 2:45 p.m.

Second Public Comment Period
All other input (3 minutes each person)
2:45 - 3 p.m.

Adjournment
3 p.m.
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