USDA Food and Nutrition Service
g U-s. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

April 24, 2026

Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH

Secretary

Pennsylvania Department of Human Services
625 Forster Street

Health & Welfare Building, Room 333
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Honorable Secretary Dr. Arkoosh:

This letter is in response to the final Summer EBT 2026 plan for operations and
management submitted to FNS by Pennsylvania’s Department of Human Services and
Department of Education. Pursuant to the authority granted under Section 13A of the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, FNS is pleased to approve Pennsylvania
to administer Summer EBT in 2026 consistent with the enclosed plan and program
regulations at 7 CFR Part 292, and subject to the availability of funds. Thanks to your
dedication and commitment consistent with Secretary Rollins’ priority to strengthen
strategies to encourage healthy choices, healthy outcomes, and healthy families, an
estimated 1,300,000 Pennsylvania children could receive critical nutrition benefits this

summer.

To operate Summer EBT, Pennsylvania notified FNS of its intent to administer the
Summer EBT Program in 2026 by submitting an interim plan for operations and
management that included the required FNS-366A, budget narrative, and an estimate of
the number of children who will be served in 2026. By February 15, 2026, Pennsylvania
submitted a final plan that describes how they will administer the program in 2026,

including plans to enroll eligible children, issue benefits, and promote program integrity.

At any time after approval, Pennsylvania may amend its plan by submitting proposed
amendments to FNS for approval. The amendments must be signed by the Summer
EBT agency-designated official responsible for ensuring that the Program is operated in
accordance with their plan [7 CFR 292.8(d)].
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FNS values Pennsylvania’s partnership in the administration of Summer EBT and
stands ready to provide additional support, as needed. If you have questions, please
contact the FNS Mid-Atlantic Regional Office.

Sincerely,

igitally signed b
JAIME VAN (il AMe

Date: 2026.04.24
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Jaime Van Lieu

Branch Chief, Community Nutrition Programs
Child Nutrition Division

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
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