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Preadmission Screening 
Resident Review (PASRR) 

Level I (MA 376) 

Objectives
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Overview of the Federal (CMS) 
Requirements

What does Preadmission Screening mean

Review of the PASRR Level I Form

PASRR Scenarios 

PASRR Criteria before and after Admission

PASRR Letter of Determination

 Important Websites

Who to call with Questions
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PASRR Background
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• Requirement under Medicaid, pursuant to OBRA (Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act) 1987 and 42 Code of Federal Regulation 
§483.100-483.138.

• Part of the licensure for Medicaid Nursing Facility (NF).

• Applies to all individuals seeking admission to a Medicaid certified 
nursing facility regardless to the individual’s insurance or payor 
source.  

• This ensures that individuals are placed in the least restrictive 
setting possible and are not inappropriately placed in a long-term 
care nursing facility. 

• Pennsylvania regulations were addressed in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin, volume 18, Number 52 on December 24, 1988.  There are 
numerous sections to this act including the Admissions Notice 
Packet (MA 401).

PASRR Requirements
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• This process applies to all nursing facility (NF) 
applicants, regardless of payer source. All current NF 
residents must have the appropriate form(s) on their 
record. The Preadmission Screening Resident Review 
(PASRR) Level I identification form and PASRR Level II 
evaluation form, if necessary, must be completed prior 
to admission as per Federal PASRR Regulations 42 
CFR § 483.106.

• Failure to timely complete (prior to admission) the 
PASRR process will result in forfeiture of Medicaid 
Reimbursement to the NF during the period of non-
compliance in accordance with Federal PASRR 
Regulations (CFR §483.122(b)).
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Prior to Entering a Nursing Facility
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Prior to Admission, the following must be done:

• PASRR Level I

• PASRR Level II (if needed)

• Receipt of the Program Office (PO) Letter of 
Determination if the PASRR Level II is completed. 

PASRR Reminders
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• The PASRR Level I must be 
completed prior to admission.

• Only one PASRR on the clinical 
record per admission, unless a 
new PASRR Level I generated a 
Program Office Letter. 

• A new PASRR Level I is not to 
be completed when there are 
changes needed to the PASRR 
Level I form.  The original form 
just needs to be updated to 
reflect the change.

• The PASRR Level I may be 
filled out by anyone who knows 
the health history of the 
individual.

How to update a PASRR Level I
• Update diagnosis, psych stay, 

or additional information that 
affects PASRR, directly on 
the original PASRR Level I 
form (the one that is dated 
prior to admission).

• If a change in criteria results in 
a PASRR Level II needing to 
be done, page 7 will need to 
be updated to reflect that a 
PASRR Level II now needs to 
be completed.

• Any updates made are 
expected to be initialed and 
dated.
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PASRR 
Level I Form

Section I – Demographics & Communication
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Section II – Neurocognitive Disorder (NCD)/Dementia
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Section III – Mental 
Health (MH)
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Section III-A Related Questions
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Section III-A Related Questions
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Section III-B continued
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Section III-C Level of Impairment
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Section IV – Intellectual 
Disability/Developmental 

Disability (ID/DD)

Section IV Intellectual/Developmental Disability
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Section IV continued
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Section V – Other 
Related Conditions 

(ORC)
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Section V – Other Related Conditions
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Other Related Conditions continued
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Section VI – Home and Community Services
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Section VII –
Exceptional 
Admission
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Section VII – Exceptional Admission
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Exceptional Admission continued
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For a Change in Exceptional Status
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Section VIII – PASRR 
Level I Screening 

Outcome
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Section VIII – PASRR  Level I Screening Outcome
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Section IX – Individual Completing Form
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Notification of the Need for a PASRR Level II Evaluation
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PASRR 
Scenarios

• Nursing Facility (NF)  
to Hospital then back 
to same NF.

• NF to Hospital then to 
a different NF.

• NF to Inpatient Psych 
Stay then back to 
same NF.

• NF to Inpatient Psych 
stay then to a 
different NF.
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Positive PASRR Level I Before Admission
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When Program 
Office Criteria is 

met on the 
PASRR Level I

Before admission:

• A PASRR Level II 
Evaluation is completed 
by Aging Well, and

• A Program Office Letter 
of Determination is 
issued.

Positive PASRR Level I After Admission
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When Program 
Office Criteria 
is met on the 

PASRR Level I

After admission - the resident has had 
a change in criteria after admission in the 
NF:
• NF sends a MA 408 to indicate to 

Office of Long-Term Living NF Field 
Operations (Field Operations) that 
there has been a PASRR Level I 
change.

• A PASRR Level II Evaluation is 
completed by Field Operations (if 
Medical Assistance (MA) is not 
required for a continued stay.

• If MA is required,then AgingWell/AAA 
will complete the PASRR Level II at 
the same time the application for MA 
is completed.

• A Program Office Letter of 
Determination is issued by the 
Program Office.

31

32



October 2024

17

October 2024 33

The Program 
Office Letter 

of 
Determination

• Indicates whether the 
individual meets the 
criteria for the Program 
Office.

• Indicates if the individual 
needs the level of care 
of services provided in a 
nursing facility.

• Indicates or 
recommends if the 
individual needs 
Specialized Services.

Important Websites
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• Pennsylvania PASRR Website:  
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/providers/Providers/Pages/PASRR-Process.aspx

• Pennsylvania Out of State Process for PASRR:  
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/providers/Providers/Pages/Out-of-State-Seeking-
Long-Term-Care.aspx

• Long-Term Care Nursing Facility Provider Website:  
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/providers/Providers/Pages/Long-Term-Nursing-
Facilities.aspx

• Website to order MA Forms: 
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/docs/Publications/Pages/Medical-Assistance-
Provider-Forms.aspx
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Pennsylvania PASRR Resources
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PASRR Forms & Documents

PASRR Level I (MA376) Form
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/providers/documents/pasrr/ma-376-pasrr-
level-1-form.pdf
PASRR Level II (MA376.2) Form
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/providers/documents/pasrr/Level%20II%20
PASRR%20Evaluation%20Form.pdf

Nursing Facility PASRR Positive Reporting Information Form 
(MA408) Form
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/documents/long_term_care_providers/MA-
408_Form-03.2024.pdf

Pennsylvania PASRR Resources
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PASRR Bulletins

PASRR Level I (MA376) Bulletin
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/providers/documents/pasrr/ma-376-bulletin-pasrr-level-1-
updated-6.17.24.pdf

PASRR Level II (MA376.2) Bulletin
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/documents/long_term_nursing_facilities/pasrr/MA-376.2-
Bulletin-PASRR-Level-II-effective-09.2018.pdf

Nursing Facility PASRR Positive Reporting Information Form (MA 408) 
Bulletin
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/providers/documents/pasrr/MA-408_Bulletin-03.2024.pdf
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Pennsylvania PASRR Resources
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Additional Resources and Documents
• PASRR Clarifications and Frequently Asked Questions (March 2024)
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-
pagov/en/dhs/documents/providers/documents/long_term_care_providers/PASRR-
Clarifications-Frequently-Asked-Questions-Revised-03.2024.pdf
• Handouts for Trainings
• PASRR Training Webinars

PASRR Contacts

• Field Operations Offices

• Program Office Contacts

• State PASRR Coordinator at 717-214-3736

October 2024 38

PASRR is 
Nothing 

about me, 
without me!

Thank you!

Ruth Anne Barnard, B.S.N., R.N.

Pennsylvania PASRR Coordinator

rbarnard@pa.gov

717-214-3736
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