Regional Accountable Health
Councils: Health Equity Zone Update

6/7/2021

Provisional Health Equity Zones (HEZs)

The following zones have been approved by their designated regional council and are going through a root cause
analysis and final review. The zones have been established following a data-driven and transparent process as seen
on page 2, but to ensure all zones are aligned with the mission and intent of the RAHC, all zones are subject to

review and final approval by DHS.

RAHC County Towns/Neighborhoods Included Zip Codes
NE [ Williamsport, Picture Rocks, Renovo, 17760, 17762, 17726, 17778,
North Bend, Castanea, Westport 17703,17701, 17764
NE LNUOZ:E:’ember'a”d’ Shamokin, Hazelton, Mt. Carmel, Drums 17872, 17851, 18222, 18202, 18201
NE | Schuylkill, Carbon ZS;LS;’"L'E ﬁ;isesr?”a' Pine Grove, 17901, 17963, 17972, 17929
NE | Lackawanna Scranton, Moosic 18510, 18509, 18519, 18501
SE Montgomery, Norristown, Pottstown, Spring City, 19408, 19426, 19401, 19475, 19465,
Chester Eagleville, Collegeville, Royersford 19464, 19468
SE | Chester ?;‘:::i'afeoates"i"e' Kennett Square, 19363, 19330, 19320, 19348
SE | Delaware Chester, Brookhaven, Media 19061, 19013, 19015, 19086, 19063
SE | Philadelphia West Philadelphia 19153, 19142, 19143, 19139
SE | Philadelphia North Philadelphia Health Enterprise Zone* 131 4218:421?: 131 jg' 19132-34,19138,
NW | Erie Erie 16507, 16503, 16501
NW | Hermitage Sharon, Farrell 16121, 16146
NW | Kane Kane, Mt. Jewett, Lewis Run 16735, 16740, 16738
SW | West Allegheny E:r:';emsd’ Wilkinsburg, Hill District, 15235, 15221, 15219, 15208
SW | South Allegheny EA‘:%Jlfjgf' C'\a/'rcr'i(cekes‘)ort' Braddock, Rankin. 15104, 15132, 15207, 15110, 15210
SW | Lawrence New Castle, Ellwood 16101, 16117, 16102
SW | Washington Bentleyville, Donora, Charleroi 15314,15022, 15033
LC | York York 17401, 17403, 17405
LC | Lehigh Allentown 18109, 18103, 18101, 18102, 18105
LC | Dauphin Harrisburg 17113, 17104, 17103
LC | Berks Reading 19602, 19601

* RAHC Regional Health Transformation Plan will help inform the North Philadelphia HEZ grants that DHS helps to oversee



HEZ Selection Process

The Health Equity Zones across the state went through a detailed data-driven process led by Oliver Wyman.
The following process was used across all councils.

First selection criteria:
Data source: Health Equity Analysis Tool (HEAT) app, Medicaid Index

All zip codes falling in the Council’s designated zone were assessed using the Medicaid Index
+  Zip codes reporting in the bottom 25% of Medicaid outcomes within the RAHC were shared
+  The workgroup reviewed and shared feedback for next iteration

Second selection criteria:
Data source: U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural-Urban Commuting Area Example:
(RUCA) codes

D
Contiguous zip codes forming “clusters” were shortlisted for further %

consideration ﬁ ““*
' 4

- Population considered: aim for ~5-35k Medicaid population per zone

- Urban v. rural classification was overlaid ‘ j
- Zip codes with the poorest outcomes were focused on for further 2

review in third step

Third selection criteria: @ Oliver Wyman
Data sources: HEAT app, CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index, University of Wisconsin Area Deprivation Index
Deprivation statistics' e.g., unemployment and income disparity were overlaid on the Medicaid outcomes

+ Social vulnerability index and racial disparities were also evaluated for these zip codes to hone in on the zip
codes with highest disparities

*  Local experts weighed in on unique challenges of individual zip codes

This process resulted in a transparent data-driven recommendation of Health Equity Zones across the state.
Next steps: Each zone will go through a root cause analysis and review for final confirmation of the HEZs. The
review will include HEZ population health metrics and availability of community resources to define next steps
and key partnerships, and the root cause analysis will be focused on Social Determinants of Health (SDOH).

1. A full list of Medicaid outcomes and deprivation statistics can be provided on request, | 2. Rural zip codes are those with less than 500 residents per sq mi; source:
ers.usda.gov | 3. The North Philadelphia Health Enterprise Zone was established prior to the current initiative and has separate funding

PA Heat Tool

The PA HEAT tool has been updated and supplemented by instructional materials. Please explore the tool as
well as the user guide and the training videos provided by DHS on the Health Innovations page.

For RAHC program support contact:

Julie Evans or Brianna Roberts
jevans@prosphire.com broberts@prosphire.com
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mailto:jevans@prosphire.com
mailto:broberts@prosphire.com
https://public.tableau.com/profile/shane.mofford#!/vizhome/PAHealthEquityAnalysisToolPAHEAT5_10_21/DualIndexDB
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/HealthInnovation/Documents/PA%20HEAT%20user%20guide.pdf
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/HealthInnovation/Pages/Health-Innovations-Resources.aspx

