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Date of Issue: November 6, 2018 

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES 
ENERGY AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OFFICE 

401 NORTH STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

BULLETIN NO. 7 
on 

Project No. GESA 2018-1 – REQUEST FOR QUOTES FOR A GUARANTEED ENERGY 
SAVINGS P R O J E C T  A T :  DEPT.  OF C O R R E C T I O N S , S C I  HOUTZDALE, 

HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA Department of General Services, Energy & Resource 
Management, 401 North Street, Room 403, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17120. 

QUOTE SUBMISSION DEADLINE: TUESDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2018 
TIME OF OPENING: 2:00 PM 

QUESTIONS 
1. What is the daily average of hot & cold meals served in the cafeteria? All meals served 

are hot meals and approximately 6,700-7,000 are served daily.
2. Appendix T of the RFQ, ECM # 7 states, “Depending upon the ECM selected in items 2, 3, 

and 5…” Please confirm the referenced ECMs are correct. The reference should be 3a, 
3b, and 6.

3. Appendix T of the RFQ includes ECM #8 Roof Replacement/ Insulation which states:
“Existing roof systems require replacement with new single ply membrane systems and 
additional insulation to improve building energy efficiency. All buildings are included.” 
However, RFQ Appendix K includes information for each building at the institution. Each 
building includes a section with “Repairs or Renovations Required” in which only Building
7- Utility Plant, Garage, etc. has the roof included. So, are all buildings included?  SCI-
Houtzdale would like all buildings to be included given the age and condition of the 
roofs.

4. Please confirm that the water consumption data is recorded in Gallons of water and not 
mGallons as listed. That is correct, the data is in gallons.

5. The provided utility information doesn’t include any chiller plant data. Please provide 
available monthly chiller plant data including, at a minimum, kW and kWh for the chiller 
plant, ton hours. Please see the chiller plant logs from 2015 attached as “Attachment 
1” to this bulletin.

6. In the provided utility information, the report for Mar-17 states said month had -1 CDD. 
Please update the CDD to an accurate value. This was a typing error; it should be 1 
CDD.
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7. Where does the main electrical feed come in to the institution? The main utility power 
enters into the Central Utility plant’s east side via overhead lines from Penelec. The 
power supplied is a 34,500-volt overhead line from Penelec to the institution’s 
overhead air switch. From there it goes underground to 4160 transformers on the 
east side of the Central Plant, then underground into the Central Utility Plant’s 
switchgear and breakers. From the Central Plant, all power goes through 
underground vaults and manholes supplying power to all HVLs and transformers. 

8.  During our first site visit SCI Houtzdale staff mentioned roof core samples being taken 
recently. We are not sure who took these samples, but, could the institution gather and 
share the results of the core samples? The samples were taken by Grant Marshman 
from C&D Waterproofing. We did not receive the results of samples taken. 

9. We have read response to Question #5 Bulletin #5 and have an understanding of how 
the structure of the water contract works.  To calculate the unit cost for water with the 
true up after 6 months, is it acceptable to assume the rate is the annual cost divided by 
the annual usage or is there a rate the facility would like to use for this analysis?  The 
rate used is projected Authority expenses prorated with the actual usage of the 
prison, with a 6-month “true up” feature.  In other words, if the prison uses 51% of 
the annual water flow, the prison pays 51% of the actual expenses.  The “rate” 
fluctuates based upon the changes in actual expenses, which in some years can 
include expenses for capital projects.  To calculate savings, we recommend using 
the average rate over the past three years at $6.46 per mgal. 

10. The sewer rates appear to be the same as the water utility, with 6 months of consistent 
cost with a change for the last 6 months.  Can detail be provided in how this utility is 
billed?  The rate charged to the prison is consistent for 12 months of the fiscal year, 
running from July 1 to June 30.  While there are some monthly changes to the 
monthly billed cost, likely due to surcharges of flow and pollutant levels, we 
provide a sewer unit cost to use in your savings calculations as noted in item b. 
below. 

a. Is it similar to the water or based on the water consumption?  The rate used is 
estimated Authority expenses prorated with the estimated prison flow and 
past pollutant loading values.  In other words, three items can affect the 
rate:  1) the sewage flow, 2) the pollutant values of BOD, nitrogen and 
phosphorus in the flow, and 3) the fluctuation of the Authority expenses, 
which in some years can include expenses for capital projects. 

b. Also, to calculate the unit cost for sewer with the cost change after 6 months, is it 
acceptable to assume the rate is the annual cost divided by the annual usage or is 
there a rate the facility would like to use for this analysis?  Because a reduction 
in flow impacts only 25% of the billed cost, we recommend using a savings 
rate of $1.62 per mgal (derived from $6.46/mgal x 0.25) 
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11. Please provide one copy of a recent bill for all utilities not already supplied, including 
coal, fuel oil, propane, and water and sewer. Utility bills have been attached as 
“Attachment 2” to this bulletin.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Rebecca Tomlinson, RFQ Coordinator 
Energy & Resource Management Office 

 
 
PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF BULLETIN BY EMAIL RESPONSE TO BECKY 
TOMLINSON AT: retomlinso@pa.gov  
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