Pennsylvania
Department of Drug and

' Alcohol Programs

DDAP's 2027 PA EMERGING DRUG TRENDS
SYMPOSIUM

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS / SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Please review the details below before submitting your proposal.

Deadline to Submit:

All proposals must be received by Wednesday, September 30, 2026, at 11:59 PM for
consideration on the 2027 agenda.

Symposium Date & Location

Symposium date: June 15, 2027

Symposium time: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Venue: Penn Harris Hotel & Conference Center by Wyndham
Address: 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill, PA 17011

Event format: In-person

Session Details & Parameters
All breakout sessions are allotted a TOTAL of 45 minutes, which we recommend allocating
between a 40-minute presentation and a 5-minute Q&A period at the end. If accepted,
proposed sessions should be designed to fit within this timeframe.
e Breakout rooms will be set up in a classroom/podium style lecture, with additional
seating for a panel presentation
e Breakout rooms will be equipped with microphones, a laptop computer, an LCD
projector, and a screen. If additional audiovisual components are required, please
indicate this in your proposal.

Format

All sessions and presentations should emphasize practical takeaways for participants.
Examples include breakthrough information that makes a convincing case for an innovative
idea; usable tools and methods with an understanding of how and when to use them; and key
resources for deeper examination of an idea or tool. Proposals should consider incorporating
real-world scenarios to walk participants through the application of an idea or tool. In the
proposal, please note how the session will be structured to address these areas of emphasis.

All sessions must include some measure of facilitated interaction with the audience in addition
to traditional Q&A. At least one-third of the session time must be devoted to facilitated
interaction and Q&A. Spoken presentations should not run longer than 15 minutes without
inserting an interactive segment or speaker change. Presenters may be asked to indicate
agreement with these guidelines in the proposal.
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Session Topics
Presentations should be in one of the following categories:
e Beyond Xylazine: Medetomidine, Nitazenes and the Next Drug Supply
e The Stimulant—Opioid Convergence
e Why Fatal Overdoses Are Falling While Nonfatal Events Remain High
e From Sample to Signal: Pennsylvania’s Early-Warning System
e Drug supply, surveillance and overdose response
e Coordinated Whole-Person Care: Clinical treatment and co-occurring conditions
e Communities Experiencing the Greatest Burden (Priority populations, pregnancy and
disparities)
e Age-Specific Drug Trends: Youth, Midlife Adults and Older Pennsylvanians
e Racial, Geographic and Service-Access Disparities

Review Online Form Requirements

Please see below for a comprehensive list of questions or required materials for the online
submission form. Applicants should prepare the following content in advance and submit it
online. The application must be complete to receive a score.

1.Presenter Information
Note: Limit of 4 breakout session presenters (2 is preferred).

e Lead Presenter or Point of Contact

e Presenter names, credentials/appellations, title/position, organization, email address,
and phone number

e Photo of each presenter

e Presenter biography: short bio of each presenter, no more than 150 words, written in
third person

2.Presentation Information
Title
e The title must be concise and descriptive.
e Do not use abbreviations in session titles.
e The title must accurately describe the content of the presentation. Should catch the
interest of the participants and be limited to eight words.

Short Abstract
e The abstract should be 2 paragraphs in length, maximum.
e This abstract may appear on the agenda and may be shortened at the discretion of
symposium organizers.

Presentation Description
¢ A well-written, organized narrative that includes the purpose, intent, methods, and
content of the presentation.
e The description should be 500 words or less and accurately capture the focus of the
presentation.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QSiOQSgB1U2bbEf8Wpob3uqI4SBS-H9JmJZ-4S8iiVRUM0hXQjREWlNCQUlYMFowU0U4NE9YUDYzUy4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QSiOQSgB1U2bbEf8Wpob3uqI4SBS-H9JmJZ-4S8iiVRUM0hXQjREWlNCQUlYMFowU0U4NE9YUDYzUy4u
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Learning Objectives

Identify 3 primary learning objectives that attendees will be able to achieve by the
conclusion of the session.

Learning objectives should be observable and measurable.

Suggested action verbs include: List, Describe, Apply, Analyze, Assess.

Avoid verbs such as: Know, Understand, Appreciate.

3.Additional Information

Please indicate which topic area applies to your session.

Please indicate specific audio-visual requirements and/or additional comments or
special requirements.

Presenter commitment: By submitting this proposal, presenters acknowledge that they
are committed to presenting in person at DDAP’s symposium on June 15, 2027, if
selected.

Permissions and Originality

Please note: If a proposal is based on work or research conducted by someone else, the
submitter is responsible for obtaining the proper permissions from the original researcher or
author. Symposium planning staff are not responsible for verifying the originality of
submissions and cannot be held accountable for presenters’ copyright infringements or other
violations of ownership rights.

Evaluation Criteria
Breakout sessions presented at the 2027 Symposium must meet the criteria established by
DDAP. Proposed sessions will be evaluated on, but not limited to:

Relevance to the audience

Diversity, quality, and depth of the topic

Balance and objectiveness of the topic

Sessions designed to promote open discussion and active learning

Intent to provide details on how to implement successful programs for others to replicate

Important Dates

Online Form Opens: Friday, July 31, ,2026

Online Form Deadline: | Wednesday, September 30, 2026

Letter of Notification: | DDAP will notify all applicants of the status of their submission by

Monday, November 16, 2026

Slide Decks Deadline: | Monday, February 1, 2026

Symposium Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2027




