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We are pleased to present the 2003 Annual Statistical Report on Pennsylvania‘s state prison sys­

tem.  This report provides a statistical overview of inmates admitted to, incarcerated in, and 

released from the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections in Calendar Year 2003.  The report 

also offers a limited historical perspective on inmate profile changes for calendar years 1993 

through 2003. 

Recognizing the importance of reliable data for effective planning and evaluation efforts, the 

Department is committed to the ongoing development and refinement of our information systems 

and the corresponding published data reports.  These efforts are being continuously undertaken in 

order to provide policy makers and correctional administrators with the timely and accurate data 

necessary to effectively manage the Department’s nearly 15,000 employees, 25 prisons, 14 com­

munity corrections centers, one motivational boot camp, and more that 40,000 inmates. 

We trust that this annual statistical report will serve to increase your understanding of the state 

prison system, its inmate population, and the significant challenges which the Department as well 

as Pennsylvania‘s entire criminal justice system are addressing. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey A. Beard, Ph.D. 
Secretary of Corrections 
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Between 1993 and 2003, the number of inmates admitted into the Department increased by 47.3%, from 
9,508 in 1993 to 14,008 in 2003. There was a 4.6% increase between the years 2002 and 2003. 

From 1993 through 2003, the number of parole violator admissions increased by 41.5% 
(N=1,474). Over the same period, parole violator admissions as a proportion of the total 
admissions decreased slightly from 37.4% in 1993 to 35.9% in 2003.  Between 2002 and 2003, 
the number of parole violator admissions increased by 1.2%. 

As a proportion of the total admissions, court commitments constitute 62.5%.  The number of 
court commitments grew by 47.2%, from 5,950 in 1993 (62.6% of the total admissions), to 8,760 
(62.5% of the total admissions) in 2003.  Between 2002 and 2003, the number of initial court 
commitments increased by 6.0% (N=494). 

Philadelphia County, Allegheny County, and Dauphin County accounted for 40% of all new court 
commitments in 2003. 

There were 60 more female court commitments in 2003 than in 2002, a 9.5% increase.  Male 
admissions grew by 5.7% (N=434) between the two years. 

The majority of new court commitments (68.1%) were between the ages of 21 and 39.  The 
average age was 32.5.  The number of new court commitments age 50 and over increased by 127, 
or 30.3%, between 2002 and 2003. 

The Department experienced changes in the type of commitments received from 2002 to 2003 including 
the following: 

The Department is receiving more commitments for Part II Offenses (less serious crimes) than 
Part I Offenses.  Between 2002 and 2003, the number of court commitments for Part I Offenses 
decreased by 32 (a 1.0% decrease), while the number for Part II Offenses increased by 517 (a 
10.1% increase). 

The number of commitments for murder decreased by 49 or 18.9%, commitments for 
manslaughter decreased by 28.3%, and commitments for robbery decreased by 12.5%.  Burglary 
and forcible rape commitments both increased by 16.5% and 13.4% respectively. 

While the Department experienced only minor changes in sentence lengths from 2002 to 2003, it is 
important to note several items of significance. 

More than half (58.7%) of all court commitments were sentenced to a minimum sentence of two 
years or less.  These inmates may be eligible of some type of release in 2005. 

Of the total of new court commitments in 2003, 86.1 % received a maximum sentence of ten 
years or less.  These inmates will complete their sentence and be released back to the community 
in 2013. 

There were nine more Lifers received into the Department in 2003 than in 2002.  The average age of 
Lifers at the time of reception into the Department has decreased from 33.4 in 1998 to 29.6 in 2003. 
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