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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

P.O.BOX 598
CAMP HILL, PENNSYLVANIA 17001-0598

(717) 975-4860

January 2003

We are pleased to present the 2001 Annual Statistical Report on Pennsylvania's state prison sys-

tem.  This report provides a statistical overview of inmates admitted to, incarcerated in, and

released from the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections in Calendar Year 2001.  The report

also offers a limited historical perspective on inmate profile changes for calendar years 1991

through 2001.

Recognizing the importance of reliable data for effective planning and evaluation efforts, the

Department is committed to the ongoing development and refinement of our information systems

and the corresponding published data reports.  These efforts are being continuously undertaken in

order to provide policy makers and correctional administrators with the timely and accurate data

necessary to effectively manage the Department's nearly 15,000 employees, 26 prisons, 14 com-

munity corrections centers,  one motivational boot camp, and more than 40,000 inmates.

We trust that this annual statistical report will serve to increase your understanding of the state

prison system, its inmate population, and the significant challenges which the Department as well

as Pennsylvania's entire criminal justice system are addressing.
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Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Beard, Ph.D.
Secretary-Designee of Corrections

Secretary
Jeffrey A. Beard, Ph.D.
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Receptions
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Department of Corrections

Overview

The total number of receptions to the Department of Corrections (DOC) increased by 7.9% from 11,673 in
2000 to 12,593 in 2001.

Court commitments comprised 59.6% of receptions, an increase of 4.3% from 7,203 in 2000 to
7,510 in 2001.

Parole violators constituted 39.3% of receptions , an increase of 14% from 4,348 in 2000 to
4,955 in 2001.

Philadelphia County, Allegheny County and Dauphin County accounted for 46.5% of all new
court commitments in 2001.  In 2000, these three counties accounted for 49% of all new court
commitments.

Male court commitments increased by 3.7% from 6,680 in 2000 to 6,924 in 2001, while female
court commitments increased by 13.8% from 523 in 2000 to 586 in 2001.

Court commitments for offenders under age 18 decreased by 21% from 43 in 2000 to 34 in
2001.

Offenses

The Department experienced changes in the type of commitments received from 2000 to 2001 including
the following:

Court commitments for Part One offenses decreased by 2.9% from 2,940 in 2000 to 2,854 in
2001, while commitments for Part Two offenses increased by 9.5% from 4,239 in 2000 to 4,641
in 2001.

Court commitments for First Degree Murder decreased by 3.2%, Second Degree Murder
increased 9.5%, while Third Degree Murder decreased by 14.4%.

 Drug commitments increased by 7.1% from 2,311 in 2000 to 2,475 in 2001 and account for over
30% of all new court commitments.

Sentence Length

The Department experienced only minor changes in sentence lengths from 2000 to 2001.

The percentage of new court commitments sentenced to a minimum sentence of 2 years or less
increased slightly to 57% of all new court commitments in 2001, compared to 54% of all new
court commitments in 2000.

The number of new court commitments serving a maximum sentence of 10 years or less
remained relatively constant at 85% of all new court commitments in 2001, compared with 84%
of all new court commitments in 2000.

Lifers

New receptions for offenders serving a life sentence increased by 6.9% from 116 in 2000 to 124 in 2001.
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