








Agenda 
Regular Council Meeting 

March 26, 2026 
9:00 AM 

Microsoft TEAMS 

CALL TO ORDER 

ITEM 1 
(NO TAB) 

Roll Call 

ITEM 2  
ACTION 

Approval of Minutes 
December 5, 2025 

ITEM 3 
INFORMATION 

Presentation on Pennsylvania’s First, Registered Statewide 
Apprenticeship in the Creative Industries 
Aleks Martray, Executive Director, Big Picture Alliance 

ITEM 4  
ACTION 

Recommendations for Catalysts Grants 
Jamie Dunlap, Chief Strategy Officer 

ITEM 5 
ACTION 

Recommendations for Catalysts Grants Guidelines 
Seth Poppy, Senior Director, Innovation and Visibility 

ITEM 6  
ACTION 

Recommendations for Creative Districts Program Guidelines  
Sarah Merritt, Senior Director, Community Development 

ITEM 7  
ACTION 

Recommendation for Statewide Services -  
Administration of Public-Private Partnership Projects 
Sarah Merritt, Senior Director, Community Development 

ITEM 8 
INFORMATION 

Planned Updates to the 26-27 Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator 
Program          
Amanda Lovell, Senior Director, Workforce & Business Development 

ITEM 9 
ACTION 

Proposed Updates to the Eligibility for Creative Entrepreneur 
Accelerator Program          
Amanda Lovell, Senior Director, Workforce & Business Development 

ITEM 10 
ACTION 

Proposed Grants Program for Smaller Organizations and Programs 
Amy Gabriele, Chief Financial Officer 
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Minutes 
Council Meeting 

December 4, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 

Virtual Meeting 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS: Chair Cohen, Mr. Astorino, 
Senator Bartolotta, Representative Ciresi, Ms. Gunderson, Ms. Goldberg, Representative 
Labs, Judge Morgan, Mr. Parks, Mr. Stull, Mr. Warfield 

COUNCIL MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: Vice Chair Alaquiva, Senator Cappelletti, Ms. 
Vilayphonh, Ms. Zaborney 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Karl Blischke, Executive Director; Heather Doughty, Deputy 
Executive Director; Christopher Duerr, Program Coordinator & Grants Specialist; Jamie 
Dunlap, Chief of Creative Catalysts & Lifelong Learning; Amy Gabriele, Chief of Finance & 
Administration; Norah Johnson, Director of External Affairs; Laura Kline, Executive 
Assistant; Amanda Lovell, Director of Access to the Creative Sector; Sarah Merritt, Director 
of Creative Communities; Dana Payne, Director of Capacity Building and Creative Asset 
Development; Seth Poppy, Director of Data Systems & Creative Services; and Ian Rosario, 
Director of Arts Organizations & Arts Programs & Grants Liaison 

GUESTS PRESENT: Addie Abelson, Chief Counsel; Laura Callanan, Founding Partner, 
Upstart Collab  

ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER:  Karl Blischke welcomed those in attendance and informed them 
that the meeting would be recorded for the administrative purpose of minute taking.  Mr. 
Blischke then turned the meeting over to Chair Cohen. 

ROLL CALL: 
Karl Blischke, Executive Director 

Mr. Blischke called the roll. A quorum was established. 

ITEM 2: REQUESTS FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Chair Cohen asked if the PCA received any requests for public comments.  There were no 
requests for public comment. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Chair Cohen reminded the Council of the PCA’s Conflict of 
Interest Policy. 

ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the October 9, 2025, meeting minutes.  

Ms. Goldberg made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Stull seconded the motion. 
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed.  
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MEMO 
DATE: March 13, 2026 

TO: Council Members 

FROM:  Jamie Dunlap, Chief of Creative Catalysts & Lifelong Learning 

CC: Karl Blischke, Executive Director 

RE: Recommendations for Creative Catalyst Grants 

MESSAGE: 

Sta̸ presents the following recommendations for Creative Catalyst support in Fiscal Year 
2025-2026. 

Applicant:  
Pennsylvania State University 

Proposal:  
The Humanities in the Real World: A Video Storytelling Approach 

"The Humanities in the Real World: A Video Storytelling Approach" is a comprehensive 
community engagement initiative. At the core of this initiative Humanities Works, at Penn 
State Greater Allegheny, will create a 30-minute public media-broadcast documentary 
that highlights the value of humanities and liberal arts innovations. This project will 
demonstrate intersections such as arts, philosophy, English, communications, and related 
disciplines with people and organizations that have found success out of the classroom 
and the real world through diversity in representation and thought. 

A unique aspect of this project will be a professionally-designed and managed integrated 
marketing communications (IMC) campaign. A complementary IMC will bridge academic 
inquiry and community practice through social media, traditional media relations, and an 
on-air tentpole promotional campaign, starting with partnerships with three of the state's 
PBS a̹liates. The campaign will include premiere screenings in the cities where the 

MEMO 
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MEMO 
DATE: March 26, 2026 

Council Members TO: 

FROM: Seth Poppy, Senior Director of Innovation & Visibility 

Karl Blischke, Executive Director CC: 

RE: Proposed Revisions to 2026-2027 Creative Catalyst Grant Program 

                         Guidelines 

MESSAGE: 

Staff recommends approval of the attached 2026-2027 Creative Catalyst Program 

Guidelines, reflecting ongoing refinement of the program to ensure clarity, consistency, 

and strong alignment with Pennsylvania Creative Industries' key areas. The application 

process, applicant eligibility, and match requirements remain unchanged. 

Several sections have been strengthened to improve program administration and 

reinforce the intended statewide impact of Creative Catalyst investments. 

Updates are detailed below: 

• Restriction on Duplicate Funding

A new provision specifies that "this grant may not fund activities supported by other

Pennsylvania Creative Industries grant awards," ensuring responsible and non­

duplicative use of public funds. This includes the use of matching funds.

• Grant Maximum

The maximum award amount has been set at $25,000, to ensure broader distribution

of resources across the Commonwealth.

• Assessment Criteria Revision

The assessment criterion previously titled "Demonstrate statewide reach and

benefit" has been updated to "Demonstrate statewide or broad regional reach and

benefit," allowing for strong regional initiatives while maintaining emphasis on broad

public benefit.
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