Minutes
Regular Council Meeting
August 26, 2026
9:00 a.m.
Virtual Meeting
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS: Chair Cohen, Vice Chair Alaquiva, Mr. Astorino, Representative Ciresi, Ms. Goldberg, Ms. Gunderson, Representative Labs, Judge Morgan, Mr. Parks, Mr. Stull, Mr. Warfield
COUNCIL MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: Senator Bartolotta, Senator Cappelletti, Ms. Vilayphonh
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Karl Blischke, Executive Director; Heather Doughty, Chief of Creative Sector Policy and Research Christopher Duerr, Program Manager, Grant Reimbursements & Events; Jamie Dunlap, Chief Strategy Officer; Amy Gabriele, Chief Financial Officer; Norah Johnson, Chief of Staff ; Laura Kline, Executive Assistant; Amanda Lovell, Senior Director, Workforce and Business Development; Sarah Merritt, Senior Director, Community Development; Seth Poppy, Senior Director, Innovation and Visibility; and Ian Rosario, Senior Director, Asset Development
GUESTS PRESENT: Amber Sizemore, Chief Counsel
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Session with Council and Amber Sizemore, General Counsel. The Executive Session was held from 9:00 am to 9:20 am.
COUNCIL MEETING:
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER:  Karl Blischke welcomed those in attendance and informed them that the meeting would be recorded for the administrative purpose of minute taking. Mr. Blischke then turned the meeting over to Chair Cohen.
ROLL CALL:
Karl Blischke, Executive Director
Mr. Blischke called the roll. A quorum was established.
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Chair Cohen reminded the Council of the PCA’s Conflict of Interest Policy.
ITEM 2: APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Chair Cohen asked Council for a motion to approve the August 26, 2026, Council meeting minutes.
Ms. Goldberg made a motion to approve the minutes. Ms. Gunderson seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Labs, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed. 
ITEM 3: Recommendation for Consent of Agenda Items:
Karl Blischke, Executive Director
Mr. Blischke explained that this recommendation is for consent agenda items that Council acts on each year. Blischke stated that this recommendation authorizes the staff to submit applications for which state arts agencies are eligible. Blischke also said that it authorizes the staff to implement contracts and grants based on actions that Council takes and approves, and it also authorizes staff to appoint panelists to serve on review panels.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Judge Morgan made a motion to approve the recommendations as presented.  Mr. Warfield seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Labs, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed. 
[bookmark: _bookmark4]ITEM 4: Recommendations for Creative Catalysts 
Seth Poppy, Senior Director, Innovation and Visibility 
Mr. Poppy presented recommendations for the sixth year of the Creative Catalyst Grant Program, which supports high-impact, project-based arts initiatives with broad regional or statewide reach. He explained that the program received more than 90 inquiries and 26 eligible applications requesting a total of $425,750. Poppy stated that if the recommendations are approved, approximately $224,250 will remain available for the balance of the fiscal year.
Mr. Poppy stated that recommended applicants represent 14 counties, including several rural areas, and encompass organizations of varying sizes. He indicated that the proposed projects serve multiple counties and announced plans to convene Creative Catalyst grantee cohort meetings to encourage collaboration, networking, and knowledge-sharing across the statewide creative sector.
Examples highlighted included Easton Fest, a large-scale immersive public arts event in downtown Easton; the Bloomsburg Children’s Museum’s Creative Futures Lab, Artist Residencies, and Makers Pathways initiative; and Erie Art Company’s Open Feed Digital Artist Residency Initiative at the historic Erie Labor Temple. Mr. Poppy stated that the remaining proposed projects are found in the Council memo.
Chair Cohen thanked Mr. Poppy for the video he created to highlight the grantees.
Ms. Goldberg also thanked Mr. Poppy for the videos and commented on the strength and diversity of the Creative Catalyst projects. She suggested that Council receive follow-up reports on one or two funded projects to better understand their outcomes, statewide impact, and how proposed activities develop over time.
Mr. Poppy agreed and noted that follow-up and information sharing are intended to be part of the new grantee cohort model. Staff plans to share project updates, events, and outcomes with Council as opportunities arise.
Ms. Goldberg also discussed ways that applicants who were not funded or determined to be ineligible could benefit from the experiences of successful grantees and better prepare for future funding opportunities. Mr. Poppy indicated that the cohort model could provide opportunities for grantees to share lessons, networks, and best practices with organizations pursuing similar projects.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Ms. Goldberg made a motion to approve the recommendations as presented.  Ms. Gunderson seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Labs, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed.
ITEM 5: Recommendations for Innovation and Impact Grants
Jamie Dunlap, Chief Strategy Officer
Ms. Dunlap presented recommendations from the first funding round of the new Innovative and Impact Grants program, launched in FY 2026–27. She explained that the program supports multi-year strategies focused on innovation, visibility, or a combination of both, including major new initiatives, workforce development efforts, and marketing or branding campaigns outside an organization’s normal scope.
Ms. Dunlap stated that applications were received for the June 1 deadline, with six recommended for funding totaling $870,000. She explained that recommended projects included the Happy Valley Film Commission; JuxtaHub’s Creative Arts and Innovation Center; expansion of Big Picture Alliance’s multimedia pre-apprenticeship and registered apprenticeship programs; Point Park University’s Creative Industries Launch Lab; the Penn Ohio Clay Guild’s Clay Commons; and the Pennsylvania Wilds Center for Entrepreneurship’s Rural Creative Economy Accelerator Model.
Dunlap noted that all awards require a one-to-one cash match, meaning Council funding is intended to leverage additional investment in each initiative. She also explained that, unlike Creative Catalyst grants, Innovative and Impact Grants are evaluated through a review committee in addition to eligibility and program-alignment requirements.
Mr. Astorino disclosed a potential conflict of interest because his company performed work for Point Park University. Mr. Blischke recommended that he recuse himself from consideration of the action item.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Ms. Goldberg made a motion to approve the recommendations as presented.  Judge Morgan seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Labs, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield. 
Motion carried, Mr. Astorino abstained, none opposed.
ITEM 6: Recommendations for Creative Communities Initiative and Guidelines
Sarah Merritt, Senior Director, Community Development
Chair Cohen noted a conflict of interest for Council member Parks related to ArtsQuest.
Ms. Merritt provided an overview of the Creative Communities Program, which supports place-based, arts-driven projects designed to strengthen community connectedness and advance community and economic development. She stated that projects must include at least two partner organizations, have an eligible nonprofit or local government lead applicant, receive formal support from the local government, and include a one-to-one match.
Merritt presented recommendations for continuing Creative Communities projects and noted that eight communities are entering or completing their fourth year. She also presented recommendations for 11 new communities entering the program, highlighting the program’s increasing alignment with broader community and economic development efforts across the Commonwealth.
A proposed change to the program guidelines was also presented by Ms. Merritt. She explained that the separate Letter of Interest (LOI) process will be eliminated, with the information previously required in the letter incorporated directly into the application. She also indicated that this change is intended to streamline the process by eliminating a duplicate review step without increasing the applicant workload.
Ms. Merritt also recognized two communities that have completed the Creative Communities program and discussed how program participation has helped organizations build partnerships, pursue other funding opportunities, and expand their work through other agency programs. She explained that graduating communities are not prohibited from reapplying in the future.
Ms. Goldberg discussed opportunities for successful Creative Communities projects to share expertise, models, and resources with communities in other parts of the Commonwealth. Merritt noted that the program is increasingly creating opportunities for peer learning and collaboration and that future program development may also address issues such as maintenance and conservation of public art.
Ms. Gunderson asked whether eliminating the LOI had been considered from the applicant perspective. Merritt clarified that the revised application essentially incorporates the former LOI requirements and eliminates the need for two separate submissions and two separate panel reviews.
Ms. Goldberg stated that she has a possible conflict with Johnstown and said she would like to abstain from the vote.
Public Comments:
Jonathan Stein, thINKingDANCE.net and Philadelphia Dance Projects, read excerpts from a letter submitted by Patrick Fisher regarding the direction of Council grant programs. The comments expressed concern that increased emphasis on economic development, entrepreneurship, market activity, and workforce outcomes could undervalue artistic and creative work whose benefits are not primarily economic. The comments encouraged Council to consider the broader cultural and community value of artists and creative activity when making funding decisions.
Eric César Morales, Movimiento Administradores de Arte en Pennsylvania: commented on the proposed elimination of the Letter of Interest (LOI) requirement for the Creative Communities Program. He noted that LOIs can help potential applicants determine whether a project is a good fit before investing significant time and resources in a full application. He encouraged Council to consider how many applicants had previously been screened out during the LOI stage and whether retaining an initial screening process could reduce unnecessary work for applicants.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Judge Morgan moved to approve the recommendation as presented, excluding grant recommendations involving identified conflicts of interest. Gunderson seconded the motion.
The record reflected that Parks and Goldberg did not make or second the motion, participate in discussion, or vote with respect to the matters for which they had conflicts.
A roll call vote was taken, after which, the meeting briefly paused to confirm the participation and audio status of Council members Stull and Labs before proceeding. Upon resumption of the meeting, another roll call vote was conducted for confirmation of votes. The motion carried with affirmative votes from the participating Council members. Goldberg and Parks voted in favor of the recommendations, excluding the respective projects for which they had disclosed conflicts of interest.
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield
Motion passed.
The Council did not move to vote on the grant recommendations related to identified conflicts of interest.
ITEM 7:  Recommendations for PA Creative Asset Program 
Ian Rosario, Senior Director, Asset Development
Chair Cohen noted a conflict of interest for Council member Stull for the Bucks County Symphony Society.
Mr. Rosario presented recommendations for the Creative Asset Program, the Council’s general operating support program for small- to mid-sized organizations, defined as organizations with annual revenues between $100,000 and $2 million. 
Rosario reported that 188 eligible applications were received in the first round and recommended funding all eligible applicants at $15,000 per organization.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Mr. Warfield moved to approve the recommendation as presented, excluding the conflict of interest. Judge Morgan seconded the motion.
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield. 
Motion carried, none abstained, none opposed.
The Council did not move to vote on the grant recommendation related to identified conflicts of interest.
Public Comment:
Jonathan Stein: Mr. Stein asked the Council to reconsider its two-minute public comment limit, noting that other state boards often allow more time and that greater flexibility could improve public participation. The speaker also requested that the Council meeting book and supporting materials be made available to the public at the same time as they are provided to Council members.
Chair Cohen thanked the speaker and noted that a separate public comment period at the end of the meeting allows three minutes per speaker. The Chair also stated that a two-minute limit is not unusual among state agencies.
ITEM 10: Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Grants Budget
Amy Gabriele, Chief Financial Officer
Ms. Gabriele presented the proposed FY 2026–2027 grants budget, noting that the Pennsylvania state budget provides $10.59 million for Pennsylvania Creative Industries, an increase of $1 million over FY 2025–2026.
Ms. Gabriele explained that the proposed budget is organized around the five key areas of the new strategic plan, with funding allocations aligned to programs supporting artists and arts activities. She noted that many budget line items correspond to programs and recommendations addressed elsewhere in the Council meeting materials.
Public Comments:
Jonathan Stein commented that the proposed budget does not restore standalone Folk and Traditional Arts or Arts in Education programs. He expressed concern that recent program changes place greater emphasis on economic development and urged Council to reconsider restoring those programs.
Representative Ciresi clarified that the additional $1 million provided by the General Assembly was intended to strengthen arts funding broadly across the Commonwealth. He emphasized that Pennsylvania arts funding remains below historic levels and encouraged continued advocacy for increased state support.
Chair Cohen responded that Arts in Education and Folk Arts activities continue to receive support through broader grant programs, although they are no longer funded as separate standalone programs.
Dennis Creedon, Philadelphia Arts in Education Partnership, emphasized the value of the former Arts in Education model, particularly its use of teaching artists to support classroom teachers and expand arts access for students. He also expressed concern about the limited time available for the public to review Council meeting materials before the meeting.
Eric César Morales commented on the role of arts organizations in advocating for increased state funding and expressed concern that changes to Folk and Traditional Arts programs may reduce opportunities to identify and support traditional artists. He also requested greater stakeholder involvement in future program development.
Mitch Swain, Creative Pennsylvania, described advocacy efforts by Creative Pennsylvania and other organizations that contributed to increased arts funding. He urged Council to ensure that support for the creative economy does not come at the expense of traditional arts, arts education, and other established programs, and requested greater stakeholder input.
Representative Ciresi noted that the funding increase resulted from the combined efforts of legislators, Council members, staff, advocates, and favorable state revenues. He reiterated that overall state funding for the arts remains inadequate and called for continued collective advocacy.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Mr. Stull made a motion to approve the recommendations.  Mr. Warfield seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield.
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed.
ITEM 8: Recommendation for Statewide Services - Request for Proposals for the Selection of Creative Business Loan Fund Administrator
Amanda Lovell, Senior Director, Workforce and Business Development
Ms. Lovell recommended approval to issue a statewide services RFP to contract additional administrators for the Creative Business Loan Fund, an ongoing program launched in 2020. She stated that the additional administrators are intended to expand statewide access to the program, particularly in southeastern and northeastern Pennsylvania.
Ms. Lovell explained that the Creative Business Loan Fund, together with the Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator Program, supports a broader ecosystem for creative small businesses. She stated that the selected administrators would be Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) and would serve under five-year agreements.
Lovell noted that since 2020, the Creative Business Loan Fund has supported approximately $8.4 million in closed loans. She explained that agency investments are leveraged by participating in CDFIs at approximately a four-to-one match, expanding the amount of capital available to creative businesses.
Ms. Lovell referred to the proposed service areas and program guidelines included in the meeting materials.
Public Comments:
Eric César Morales expressed support for regional partnerships but questioned whether more of those partnerships should involve arts organizations directly. He encouraged Council to consider strengthening infrastructure that enables arts organizations to work with and support artists regionally.
Jonathan Stein opposed the proposal and urged Council to redirect funding from the Creative Business Loan Fund to restore Folk and Traditional Arts and Arts in Education programs. He argued that business lending should be handled by existing economic development agencies and that limited arts funding should be focused more directly on arts programming.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Judge Morgan made a motion to approve the recommendation as presented. Mr. Stull seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Morgan, Parks, Stull, Warfield.
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed.
ITEM 9:  Proposed Updates to the Eligibility for Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator Program
Amanda Lovell, Senior Director, Workforce and Business Development
Ms. Lovell presented two proposed eligibility updates for the Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator Program, effective with the new grant cycle beginning September 1, 2026.
First, Lovell stated that applicants must provide tax documentation verifying that they have been operating a business in Pennsylvania for at least one year.
Second, Lovell explained that under the program’s new two-tier grant structure, recipients of an Impact Grant will not be eligible to receive another Impact Grant for three years or grant cycles. However, they may apply for the lower-tier Growth Grant in a subsequent year or grant cycle.
Ms. Lovell noted that these changes supplement previously approved eligibility requirements and are intended to be in place before the September grant cycle launches.
Public Comments:
Jonathan Stein questioned the strategic basis for expanding economic development and entrepreneurship initiatives, arguing that stakeholder input gathered during the strategic planning process placed greater emphasis on cross-cultural collaboration, diversity, and community cultural planning. He also reiterated concerns regarding changes to Folk and Traditional Arts, Arts in Education, and Preserving Diverse Cultures programs.
Eric César Morales requested additional information regarding Bridgeway’s role in administering the program and whether its responsibilities would be similar to those previously performed by Small Business Development Centers. He also encouraged greater transparency and stakeholder access to program information.
Stephanie Lerner, Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, expressed support for the Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator Program but cautioned that demand could be significant under a centralized administration model. She cited substantial interest in the Philadelphia region under the prior program and encouraged consideration of how increased application volume would be managed.
Karl Blischke clarified that the strategic planning survey question referenced during public comment focused on services and priorities beyond grant funding. He emphasized that Pennsylvania’s creative sector contributes both cultural value and economic opportunity.
Representative Ciresi clarified that the General Assembly’s additional investment in arts funding should not be interpreted as a lack of confidence in Council programs and noted that restrictions placed on funding do not necessarily indicate that existing programs were considered unsuccessful.
Council member Gunderson asked whether the program could be modified in future years based on experience with the new structure. 
Ms. Lovell responded that the first year will serve as a launch and evaluation year and that feedback and program performance will inform future adjustments. She also noted that approximately $3.2 million has been invested in about 1,600 creative entrepreneurs since 2020 and explained that revised eligibility requirements, two funding tiers, and a cohort-based learning model are intended to better serve businesses at different stages of development.
Ms. Lovell also indicated that updated application information will be available through the Keystone Creatives website and that the program will continue to connect participants with Small Business Development Centers and other business-support organizations.
Chair Cohen asked Council if there were any questions.  Hearing none, Chair Cohen asked for a motion to approve the recommendation as presented in the Council meeting materials.
Ms. Goldberg moved to approve the recommendation as presented. Judge Morgan seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Alaquiva, Astorino, Ciresi, Cohen, Goldberg, Gunderson, Morgan, Parks, Stull, and Warfield.
Motion carried, none abstained or opposed.
ITEM 11: Chairs Report
Chair Cohen congratulated Vice Chair Emmai Alaquiva on the success of his documentary, The Ebony Canal, which addresses Black infant health and is narrated by Viola Davis. She stated that the film received three honors at the Diversity in Cannes Short Film Showcase: Best Documentary, Best First-Time Director, and Best Editing. Vice Chair Alaquiva thanked the Council and emphasized the meaningful and generational impact of its work.
Chair Cohen reported that, during June and July, Pennsylvania Creative Industries staff hosted nine grant opportunity workshops across the Commonwealth. The workshops included PCI staff and state and local funding partners and provided information about grant opportunities and technical assistance available to creative-sector organizations, programs, and small businesses. The final workshop was offered virtually to expand access. Chair Cohen thanked Jamie Dunlap and Council staff for coordinating and participating in the series.
Cohen reported that at the end of July, the Council sponsored the -Many Communities, One Commonwealth - event at the Capitol in partnership with the First Lady and the Pennsylvania Art Education Association. She explained that the project featured a 6-by-8-foot collaborative collage in the shape of Pennsylvania incorporating approximately 180 drawings by K–12 students from across the Commonwealth depicting what Pennsylvania or their hometowns meant to them. Although the First Lady was unable to attend, Governor Shapiro welcomed the participating students, families, and staff to the Governor's Reception Room and spoke with students about their contributions.
On August 4, Pennsylvania Creative Industries and the Department of Aging co-sponsored the second annual Older Artists Pennsylvania Showcase at the Governor's Residence. The juried exhibition celebrated artists age 60 and older and, this year, included artwork by older adults living with dementia, highlighting the role of artistic expression in connection, identity, and storytelling. The Chair thanked PCI staff and the Department of Aging for their collaboration.
The Chair also reported on an event at the Governor's Residence honoring Pennsylvania-born artist Keith Haring, including recognition of a children's book about his life written by his sister. The event was sponsored by the LGBTQ Commission.
Finally, the Chair addressed discussion regarding statewide dissemination of information and the role of regional partners. The Chair noted that the regional partnership structure originated approximately 30 years ago and emphasized the need for outreach methods to evolve with the changing needs of Pennsylvania's creative community. The Chair expressed confidence in staff's ability to use regional engagement, webinars, online activities, and other outreach methods to ensure that new grant programs and opportunities are effectively communicated statewide.
ITEM 12:	Executive Director’s Report
Mr. Blischke reported on the launch of Pennsylvania Creative Industries’ new strategic plan, which positions the Commonwealth’s creative sector as both a vital cultural asset and a driver of community well-being, vitality, and economic opportunity. The plan focuses on five priority areas: asset development, community development, workforce development, visibility, and policy.
Blischke stated that to support implementation of the strategic plan, PCI has modernized its grant programs and aligned its funding portfolio with these priority areas. He said that based on the grant recommendations approved at the meeting, 225 grants will support creative asset development, 33 will advance community development through cross-sector partnerships, 18 will support workforce development and education with an emphasis on youth, and six will increase the visibility of Pennsylvania’s creative sector.
Mr. Blischke emphasized that these awards are the beginning of a broader expansion of opportunities across the Commonwealth. Grant investments are reaching both rural and urban communities, and staff will promote award announcements and grantee stories through press releases, social media, local events, and other outreach efforts. Mr. Blischke indicated that legislators will also be kept informed about investments in their districts, and Council members will receive ongoing updates on projects, events, and grantee activities.
Looking ahead to the October meeting, Blischke noted that additional grant recommendations are expected for the Spotlight Program, Creative Catalyst, Innovation and Impact, Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator, and the new capacity-building program supported by an additional $1 million legislative appropriation.
Blischke also introduced new staff member, Missy Smith, who will lead digital storytelling and awareness efforts. Her role will focus on strengthening PCI’s visibility across marketing and social media channels, collecting and sharing stories of impact, and developing a broader communications strategy. Smith expressed enthusiasm about joining the team and helping increase awareness of PCI initiatives statewide.
ITEM 13: Public Comments
Jonathan Stein expressed concerns regarding transparency, public engagement, and the Council’s two-minute public comment limit. He urged PCI staff to engage arts community stakeholders more directly in the development of the new Pathways program supported by the additional $1 million appropriation, particularly those with experience serving historically underserved communities.  
Kelly Gibson, Cultural Alliance of York County, thanked arts education partners and regional partners for their longstanding work building local arts and cultural networks. She encouraged PCI to involve the sector in development of the new Pathways grant program and emphasized that regional organizations remain willing to help promote grant opportunities statewide. She also raised concern about ensuring equitable geographic distribution of funding.  
Mitch Swain discussed the source and legislative direction of the additional $1 million in funding and raised concerns about the Council’s strategic planning process and its emphasis on the broader creative sector. He suggested pursuing a statewide research study, potentially in partnership with the General Assembly, to assess the needs of Pennsylvania’s arts and cultural sector and help strengthen advocacy for additional funding.  
Mr. Blischke responded by referencing PCI’s research with the University of Pennsylvania on Pennsylvania’s creative workforce. He described the study as a baseline for future policy discussions about how to make Pennsylvania competitive and attractive for artists and creative workers and expressed interest in continued research and policy conversations with Council members and organizations statewide. 
Justin Ayala, Cultural Alliance of York County, spoke about the impact of program changes on teaching artists and regional arts education partnerships. He noted the historic role of teaching artists throughout Pennsylvania and expressed concern that the end of regional partnership and Arts and Education support grant funding would reduce opportunities for teaching artists, schools, senior centers, and other community settings. He also encouraged greater consideration of arts education and creative aging when future programs and funding opportunities are developed.  
Jamie Dunlap responded that funding opportunities for arts education continue to exist through other sources, including Educational Improvement Tax Credit resources, Department of Aging Senior Center grants, and the Department of Aging’s Ready Grant program. She also noted that arts education remains a significant component of many PCI-supported organizations and grant programs, although the structure of that support is changing.  
Chair Cohen addressed recurring concerns regarding the conclusion of the regional partnership structure and its potential effect on statewide outreach. She emphasized that outreach methods have changed substantially since the regional partnerships were established in the 1990s and cited current staff travel, networking sessions, webinars, online information sessions, communications staff, and coordination with other state agencies and commissions. She reaffirmed the Council’s confidence in staff to develop, administer, and communicate programs throughout the Commonwealth and expressed the Council’s commitment to strengthening Pennsylvania’s creative community.  
Eric César Morales emphasized the importance of continued discussion and investment in Pennsylvania’s folk arts traditions. He noted that many tradition bearers may not identify themselves as artists or members of the creative workforce and argued that fieldwork, documentation, and community-based outreach remain important for identifying and preserving these cultural assets.  
Veronica Castillo Perez, Movimiento Administradores de Arte en Pennsylvania, described the organization’s work to create bilingual English- and Spanish-language tools, training, and resources to improve equitable access to arts infrastructure. She thanked the General Assembly for the additional $1 million designated to support underserved communities, discussed the impact of the elimination of the Preserving Diverse Cultures program, and highlighted the growth of organizations previously supported through Strategies for Success. She stated that, despite concerns about restructuring, the organization remains committed to helping Spanish-speaking arts organizations access PCI programs and resources.  
Chair Cohen closed the public comment portion by thanking participants for sharing their perspectives and expressing confidence that the Council’s current grant direction is responsive to many of the issues raised. She also thanked Council members, staff, and Executive Director Blischke for their work.
ITEM 17: Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:22 am.




